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byby Vic Villalobos

Traveling With Your Traveling With Your 
    Best Friends    Best Friends

We had every intention of taking a 
short RV trip over the Labor Day 
weekend. Friends had recently visited 

Show Low Lake in Arizona and had nothing 
but great things to say about the area and the 
RV park at the lake. My wife and I both took 
time off work the Friday before Labor Day so 
that we could make the five-hour drive and 
still have plenty of time to enjoy everything 
the area has to offer. My new travel rule is 
that a three-to-four day trip must involve no 
more than a five-to-six hour drive. 

As the long weekend approached, we started 
making preparations. Well, some prepara-
tions. OK, so basically, no preparations, 
especially the most important one—RESER-
VATIONS. You’d think we’d have learned 
by now that reservations are a pretty good 
idea when travelling with dogs in an RV—
especially on a holiday weekend! Don’t get 
me wrong, one night in the Walmart parking 
lot isn’t the worst thing in the world—but a 
four-day vacation at Walmart just might be. 
Although the activities could be interesting...
Shopping Cart Derby, changing channels on 
all the TVs in Electronics, playing Hide and 
Seek with Security—the list goes on and on. 

Not surprisingly, the RV park in Show Low 
was sold out—and so was pretty much ev-
erything else in my “New Rule Radius.” We 
debated heading back to Durango (slightly 
outside the Radius), because everyone had 
such a great time on our last visit. But then 
we had a brilliant idea: we are always on 
the move—coming, going, running, driving 
—never seeming to have a lot of free time or 

“me” time. So we decided to stay home and 
do...nothing. This sounded awesome—with 
no schedule to keep, we could sleep in, eat 
out, nap, take a walk, take a nap, watch 
some TV, nap some more, go swimming, take 
a… I think you get the point. And it’s cheap.
The Great Staycation would begin!! 

This was all fine and dandy except for one 
thing: our dogs didn’t exactly grasp the Stay-
cation concept, so our “sleeping in” plans 
never did materialize. We began every morn-
ing as we usually do—at 5:30am with three 
dogs pawing at us, ready to get up and eat 
breakfast. I’m not sure when this particular 
routine started, but apparently it wasn’t going 
to stop for Staycation. If we so much as roll 
over in bed or lift an arm to adjust a pillow, 
the dogs consider this a sign we’re ready 
to get up. They also believe that we need 
encouragement and assistance to make this 
happen in a more timely manner. Oh well, 
at least during Staycation we can make up 
for lost sleep with naps, and the dogs enjoy 
napping just as much as we do....

But they enjoy swimming even more than 
we do, and Staycation meant wet dogs all 
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day, every day for all four days (oh, the joys 
of having water dogs). Yes, even during 
nap time. The girls saw no reason why they 
couldn’t swim, shake off a little and then 
jump in bed for a nap before heading back 
out for another swim. We finally gave in 
and just napped in piles of towels—which 
seemed to be a pretty good compromise. 

In addition to swimming and napping, we 
cooked out at home, dined at dog-friendly 
restaurants, took leisurely walks together 
and vegged in front of the TV. We found 
that lying around and cuddling with the (still 
wet, always wet) dogs, engaging in a little 
extra play time and endulging in general 
laziness turned out to be just what the doctor 
ordered. We ended our Staycation rested, 
relaxed and ready to return to the real world.

Of course, we are looking forward to our 
next RV outing (we’ll make sure to make 
reservations next time), and in-between trips 
I’m always thinking about RV maintenance. 
You never want to hit the road and realize 
your roof has a leak (as we did on our last 
roadtrip). We recently had our roof re-
sealed—and thankfully so, considering all the 
rain we’ve had here in the desert. Keeping 
up with maintenance will make your travels 
much more pleasant and less stressful.

Hitting the open road is always an adventure, 
but every once in a while a little less adven-
ture is a great way to rejuvenate your energy 
and enjoy some special time with the ones 
you love—both human and canine. Just 
make sure to have plenty of towels.

Ruby dives like an Olympic champion, while Lucy looks on—tennis ball at the ready—and awaits her turn.


