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All deliveries require a $24 minimum purchase.
Only within Las Cruces and Mesilla city limits; beyond +$1 per mile.

Orders must be placed before 2pm on delivery days.

Rewards and frequent buyer programs still apply on all delivered orders!

$15 Same-Day
Delivered all week!

$5   Wed & Sun
$24 minimum purchase

Call your order in!

Pickup in-store or curbside

FREE
Delivered Wed & Sun

$47 minimum purchase
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Write to us at:
Dog’Cruces Magazine 
151 S. Solano, Suite E
Las Cruces, NM  88001 

or email us at :
Vic@DogCruces.com

Dog‘Cruces Magazine
151 S. Solano • Suite E • Las Cruces, NM  88001

575-528-8505

Well, if you’re reading this, it means our 
printer didn’t randomly decide to insert 
one of my old letters onto page three—

you know, like they did last time. Apologies for the 
confusion, folks...we never did get an explanation. 
Oh well, stuff happens. As dog owners, we all 
know what it’s like to have to deal with unex-
pected chaos—and clean up messes not of our 
own making. All I can tell you is that it was my 
very best letter EVER, and you really would have 
loved it! 

I’m sure our cover story about “Foster Fails” will 
hit home with a lot of our readers. Many of us 
have attempted to provide temporary homes for 
pets in a state of transition, only to fall in love and 
end up adopting our foster animals as permanent 
pets—thereby “failing” as foster parents. Our very 
own office dog, Summer, is one such story of 
failure, which we covered in an earlier issue of the 
magazine. This time, we asked James Schirmer, 
Shannon Murray, and Keith Whelpley to write 
about their attempts to do a good deed, and how 
they ended up embracing failure instead.  

Our fall issue featured the debut of a new column 
by Dr. Delores Craig—“'The Alternative View”—in 
which she will introduce different ways of thinking 
about, and treating, your pets’ medical issues. 
I did make this announcement in this very spot 
last issue, but...you know. So let me welcome Dr. 
Craig a second time! We look forward to learning 
more in the months ahead about how incorporat-
ing non-traditional veterinary practices into your 
pets’ care regimen can offer a range of options to 
ensure the comfort and wellness of all involved.

Our regular contributors have been very busy—
well, all except Jess, who is retiring from his job 
with the county, as well as his role on the ASCMV 

Board of Directors. But never fear—we are not 
letting Jess retire from Dog’Cruces! In fact, accord-
ing to Charissa’s calculations, Jess still has to put 
in 17 more years at the magazine. People years, 
not dog years. Heh, heh, heh...you’re not going 
anywhere, Buddy.

But Kat did go quite a distance—all the way to 
Wisconsin—to visit Fromm Family Farms, makers 
of Fromm Pet Foods. She met the family and their 
employees and got to tour their facilities while 
seeing with her own eyes how Fromm products 
are made. We all know how dedicated Kat is to 
stocking high-quality, high-integrity products at 
Better Life, and she encountered many a kindred 
spirit at Fromm.

Wow, this issue is really packed! Diana Bell and 
Pat Danser let us know what’s going on in Deming, 
with an introduction to all the great work Deming 
Animal Guardians is doing. Dr. Kim Kane’s Gift of 
Goodbye is featured in our “Working Like a Dog” 
column; Dr. Pirtle has an epiphany, courtesy of his 
Labrador, Ace; and, oh, yeah, I finally got to go on 
a road trip that wasn’t for Search & Rescue, so my 
“Traveling With Your Best Friends” column makes 
a comeback on page 25.

If you have an animal tale to tell, and would like 
to see it published in Dog’Cruces, you may just get 
your chance! Our upcoming Fall issue will feature 
reader-submitted content, so sharpen your pencils, 
gather your thoughts, and see page 27 for info.

Each January is an opportunity to look back with 
fondness at what we have experienced during the 
previous year, and look forward to all the adven-
tures that await us during the twelve months to 
come. But here at Dog’Cruces, January revolves 
around one event—an event so momentous it 
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dwarfs all celebrations in all cultures throughout 
all of history: Nacho’s birthday. This year our 
pampered boy turns 11. He has a bit more gray 
around his eyes, 
and a bit less pa-
tience for Penny 
and Summer, 
but he still has 
the soul of that 
tiny puppy who 
stole our hearts 
more than a 
decade ago. 
My birthday 
wish for Nacho 
is that he is 
around to 
celebrate Jess 
finally being 
able to retire 
for good—17 
years from 
now.

Off to a Great Start!

Mayor of Dog’Cruces
Vic Villalobos
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Don’t be sad, boy. You only have to wear the silly hat until your mom takes 743 pictures.
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575-525-6752
1201 W. Hadley Ave. • Las Cruces, NM

Mon-Sat: 11am - Midnight • Sunday: Noon - 10pm
Live Music Thur & Sat 8pm - 11pm

www.highdesertbrewingco.com

27 Handcrafted Ales & Lagers, Produced on Premises. Also, Burgers,
Awesome Nachos, Sandwiches, & Homemade Root Beer Floats.

Open Daily • 11am-9pm

www.andelerestaurante.com

•  Mexican Hot Dogs, 
Burgers & Top-Dog 
Mexican Food.

•  Big Selection of Draft & 
Bottled Beer.

•  Well-Behaved Pets on Leash 
Always Welcome on Patio.

1983 Calle Del Norte • Mesilla, NM
575-526-1271

Hours: 11am - 10pm Daily

575-647-5066
590 S. Valley Dr.

 Las Cruces

575-521-1161
131 Roadrunner Pkwy.

 Las Cruces

Come try the Gizmo, Mango Dango and Strawana. 
Free Poochie Cone with Purchase.

www.caliches.com

Dogs Must Be Leashed. Thank You.

PETS
    Do g
, Crucesof

Please send photos of your favorite pets to:
photos@dogcruces.com
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3225 S. MAIN
LAS CRUCES, NM 88005

Stop by and meet Kelba and her buddy Cano!

NEW & USED FIREARMS!
BUY! • SELL! • TRADE!

• AMMUNITION
• RELOADING SUPPLIES
• SHOOTING SUPPLIES
• MILITARY SURPLUS
• LAYAWAY AVAILABLE
• SPECIAL ORDERS WELCOME

WOOF!
Dad and Mom have the BEST DEALSin Town!

Please come Love on us...
and, oh yeah, buy something 

for yourself too.
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Winter 2019 

Safe Haven Adoption Promotion 
with Radio NM 
Wednesday, January 23rd
Wednesday, January 30th
Wednesday, February 6th
Wednesday, February 13th
Wednesday, February 20th
Wednesday, March 6th
Wednesday, March 13th
Wednesday, March 20th
Wednesday, March 27th
Wednesday, April 3rd
Wednesday, April 10th
Wednesday, April 17th

Dragonfly Patio, 139 Main St. (downtown 
Las Cruces Plaza), at 9am. For more details 
contact SHAS at 575-805-5338.

Safe Haven Adoption Promotion 
at Rudy’s Country Store & BBQ 
Thursday, February 7th
Thursday, March 7th
Thursday, April 4th
1020 N. Telshor Blvd., from 4pm – 7pm. For 
more info contact SHAS at 575-805-5338.

Safe Haven Adoption Event 
at Petsmart
Saturday, January 26th
Saturday, February 23rd
Saturday, March 23rd
2200 E. Lohman (next to Old Navy) from 
10:30am to 2:30pm. Find your petmate and 
learn more about Safe Haven Animal Sanc-
tuary (SHAS). 575-805-5338.

JanUarY
Saturday, January 26th
Low-Cost Dog & Cat 
Vaccination Clinic 
The Feed Store, 5165 Dona Ana Rd., from 
11am to 2pm. ACTion Program for Animals 
will provide services for this event. For more 
information, call APA at 575-644-0505.

FeBrUarY
Saturday, February 2nd
Valentine Photo Booth FUNdraiser 
for Safe Haven 

Safe Haven Thrift Store, 840 El Paseo Rd., 
from 10am-2pm and have your pet’s photo 
taken in the Valentine Photo Booth. Proceeds 
benefit Safe Haven Animal Sanctuary. For 
more info call 575-805-5338.

Sunday, February 3rd
Doggie Date Night
Slow down and spend some quality time with 
the one who always makes time for you—
your dog! And sometimes cats. Scientists 
have studied the special connection between 
dogs and humans, and their results show 
that dogs provide great social and emotional 
benefits for their owners. This bond is also 
positive for the dog. If you don’t have a 
dog, there are plenty available for adoption 
through organizations listed on page 30 of 
this issue of Dog’Cruces. If you can’t adopt, 
volunteer and spend some time with pets 
looking for homes. 

Sunday, February 10th
Super Sunday Open House
Double Down Donation Event
Steinborn & Associates will donate $2 for ev-
ery completed entry form filled out at select 
Steinborn Open Houses. Tobe Turpen will 
match what Steinborn donates. Watch for 
the list of addresses and not only view great 
homes, but increase the donations to APA! 
More information at www.steinborn.com.

DELORES T. CRAIG, DVM

915.276.8597
dvmneedles.com

ALTERNATIVE MEDICINE 
FOR YOUR PET

Chinese Herbs 
Food Therapy 
Laser TherapyACUPUNCTURE

recUrring & 
ongoing events
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Thursday, February 14th
Valentine’s Day
Don’t forget to show love to your furry 
companions!

Friday, February 22nd
& Saturday, February 23rd 
Safe Haven’s Spay/Neuter Clinic
Reserve your pet’s appointment! For details 
call 575-805-5338.

MarcH
Sunday, March 10th
Super Sunday Open House
Double Down Donation Event
Steinborn & Associates will donate $2 for ev-
ery completed entry form filled out at select 
Steinborn Open Houses. Tobe Turpen will 
match what Steinborn donates. Watch for 
the list of addresses and not only view great 
homes but increase the donations to APA! 
More information at www.steinborn.com.

Wednesday, March 13th
National K9 Veterans Day
A time to commend the courage of dogs 
who serve and protect. Honoring all military, 
police, and working dogs for their dedication 
and sacrifice. Thank you for your service!

Saturday, March 16th
Safe Haven Adoption Event 
at Tractor Supply
1440 W. Picacho Avenue from 10am – 2pm.  
Adopt a pet and/or learn more about Safe 
Haven Animal Sanctuary. Call 575-805-5338 
for more details.

Wednesday, March 20th
Yappy Hour Returns!!
St. Clair Winery & Bistro, 1720 Avenida de 
Mesilla, from 6pm – 8pm. This social for 
people and their pets features prizes, music 
and free treats for dogs. Food available from 
the menu, along with beer and wine. Doggie 
costume contest theme will be “Grease,” with 
prizes for the best costumes. $5 donation 
at the door benefits the Doña Ana County 
Humane Society and the Spay/Neuter Action 
Program. Well-behaved, leashed dogs wel-
come (no flex-leashes). Call 575-642-2648 
for information.

aPriL
Wednesday, April 10th
National Hug Your Dog Day!

Wednesday, April 17th 
Yappy Hour
St. Clair Winery & Bistro, 1720 Avenida de 
Mesilla, from 6pm – 8pm. This social for 
people and their pets features prizes, music 

and free treats for dogs. Food available from 
the menu, along with beer and wine. $5 
donation at the door benefits the Doña Ana 
County Humane Society and the Spay/Neu-
ter Action Program. Well-behaved, leashed 
dogs welcome (no flex-leashes). Call 575-
642-2648 for information.

Saturday, April 27th
6th Annual Paws ‘n Claws Road Rally
Register at Barnett’s Las Cruces Harley-Da-
vidson, from 10am – 12pm. After-party starts 
at 4 pm at The Game II. $15 per rider and 
$5 per passenger. Proceeds benefit the Doña 
Ana County Humane Society. Call 575-642-
2648 for more information.

DogCruces.com

For a complete calendar  
of events, visit

List is updated as events
 are announced

blueribbonpetsitting.biz • petstr4u@aol.com • 575523-8723

In Business Since 2004

Proud Member of:

Fully Licensed, Insured & Bonded

Visit Us Online

Best Friends’

Best Friend!

Your

Quality Pet Care 
IN YOUR OWN HOME

blueribbonpetsitting.biz • petstr4ublueribbonpetsitting.biz • petstr4ublueribbonpetsitting.biz • petstr4ublueribbonpetsitting.biz • petstr4ublueribbonpetsitting.biz • petstr4ublueribbonpetsitting.biz • petstr4ublueribbonpetsitting.biz • petstr4ublueribbonpetsitting.biz • petstr4ublueribbonpetsitting.biz • petstr4u
Visit Us Online

Pet Sitting
Pet Taxi
Dog Walking
Overnight Stays
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In-Home Pet
Hospice & Euthanasia

Share the final moments with
your beloved pet in the
comfort and privacy of

your own home.

(575) 312-0679    8 am - 7 pm, 7 days a week
www.giftofgoodbyevet.com

Fine Embroidery of

Caps, Jackets,
& Shirts

• Businesses
• Clubs
• Schools

575.524.2590
440 E. Foster • Las Cruces, NM

Visit us at: www.HoopTDudesinc.com
440 E. Foster • Las Cruces, NM

 www.HoopTDudesinc.com

Big or Small, 
We Love Them All!!

#100CK9Heros

Cherished K-9 rescues and re-homes 
neglected, abused and abandoned dogs.

We are looking for 100 donors to donate $25.00 per month to help 
sustain rescue in the southern New Mexico/El Paso regions. This will 
help with food and emergency medical care for almost 100 dogs per 
year. Become a hero today! Thank you!!!

Mail a check to: Cherished K-9 All Breed Rescue
P.O. Box 13385, Las Cruces, NM 88013

or donate online today:  www.cherishedk-9.com/donate.html

Top 10 Fun Facts about Pugs:

It takes a special person to be a

“Pug Mom” and this is one of them.

1. Pugs originated in China. Chinese name for Pugs is “Lo-Sze”.
2. A group of pugs is called a “grumble”. But in no way are these dogs
 bad-tempered but THEIR tummies do GRUMBLE!
3. Their wrinkly faces need to be cleaned regularly.
4. Pug average running speed is around 3-5mph. These guys are just not that 
 quick unfortunately and they get tired easily.
5. They are brachycephalic which gives them their famous “smushed face”
 appearance but can also cause breathing difficulties.
6. The Perfect Pug tail is a “double curl”.
7. They LOVE eating and can end up being
 overweight if food intake is not
 monitored.
8. Pugs are NOT known for their swimming
 abilities..But have pretty much made
 sleeping an Olympic sport.
9. Due to their large, protruding eyes,
 pugs are prone to eye injuries.
10. Actually, pugs are well known for
 their laziness .. . . but this also makes
 them great companions and master
 cuddlers!  Did I mention how cute
 they are?
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PETS
    Do g, Cruces
of

Please send photos of your favorite pets to:
photos@dogcruces.com

www.lascrucesdoGsports.com

CALL OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR CLASS SCHEDULES

575.202.6037

OBEDIENCE & AGILITY • K-9 CONDITIONING
RALLY OBEDIENCE • PUPPY PERFORMANCE

MASSAGE THERAPY

FOR ALL AGES & EXPERIENCE LEVELS

CERTIFIED FITNESS TRAINER

FITNESS 
CLASSES 

NOW
AVAILABLE!

Radio Que Tal 

KTAL-LP    101.5 FM 
Las Cruces Community Radio 

 Local Issues 
 Local   

Entertainment 
 Local People 
 Local Culture 

Visit our Website 
for a Program 

Schedule & 
Streaming 

radioquetal.org 
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I don’t like to think of myself as a slow 
learner, but sometimes each of us is 
forced to face the facts about ourselves 

in the most obvious of ways. I don’t know, 
maybe I’m more stubborn than stupid. But 
you would think after spending over thirty 
years as a veterinarian and owning dogs all 
of my life, I might have learned some basic 
lessons from them. My elderly lab Ace put 
a new perspective on life for me this past 
week—whether I’m successful at putting it 
into practice remains to be seen. Suffice it to 
say my New Year’s resolution has been laid 
out for me.

I tend to be serious. Not type A, but some-
what intense and overly responsible—
in a laid-back sort of way. I suppose 
some might say passive-aggres-
sive. Thoughtful and ruminating 
when it comes to 
decision making. 
It’s the way I’m 
wired, and although 
I’ve gotten more easy-
going with age, my ba-
sic personality is hard 
to change. This year 
has only fed into that 
as my wife and I have 
been through a whirl-
wind of life changes and 
hectic schedules that have 
left us shocked it’s now 
December, and Christmas is only days away. 
Craziness and change and constant stress at 
work, moving kids out of town, becoming 
empty-nesters, health concerns, travel, on 

and on and on. Many very good things —
and we feel very blessed with the lives we 
live—but sometimes we feel the need to 
come up for air! Even good change can 

be stressful. Where did time go? What 
happened to 2018? And 

2019 isn’t looking to start 
off much differ-

ently. 

Enter Ace to give me a lesson in how to live 
like a dog! How to live for the moment.

To say Ace lives life with enthusiasm would 
be an understatement. Just as my DNA has 
imprinted me with a basic personality, his set 
him on a life of pleasure-seeking from the 
time he was a puppy. I can recall him seeing 
the swimming pool for the first time at a few 
weeks of age. The kids were splashing and 
laughing and obviously 
having a wonderful 
time. His eyes lit 

up, his tail 
wagged 
intensely, 
and he im-
mediately 

forced himself 
through the 
bars of the 
security gate, 

barely able to 
maneuver his fat 

belly between the 
iron slats. He sprinted at 

full puppy speed, ears and 
tongue flapping, and Super-

man dove right into the pool. No 
caution. No stopping to figure out what 

this strange thing was about. No pausing at 
the edge to ask for assistance. This was clearly 
fun and he was all in—literally! That’s Ace. If 
it’s fun, if he enjoys it, if there’s food involved, 
if it feels good—count him in.

Well, puppyhood is in Ace’s distant past. He’s 
twelve and a half years-old now, and carrying 
around a hundred pounds on his arthritic 
elbows and hips has certainly slowed him 
down. He is a bit more thoughtful and cau-
tious about getting up to go investigate noises 
from the kitchen, instead watching intently 
from his bed to see if whatever we are doing 
justifies the difficulty of pushing himself up to 
look more closely. He has always loved tend-

ing to the garden and flowers with my wife 
in the back yard. But now he is more 

likely to lie down on the warm bricks of 
the patio and watch instead of sticking 
his nose in the middle of whatever she 

is doing. He’s still there being the “chief 
inspector” as we jokingly call him. But age 

has made him a little more reserved. 

Resolution 2019: Tap

www.ActionProgramsForAnimals.org
Contact us:  575-644-0505

HELP US SAVE LIVES BY:
DONATING, VOLUNTEERING,

FOSTERING & ADOPTING

APA FURREVER HOME 
ADOPTION AND

EDUCATION CENTER

NEW HOURS
Tues & Thurs 11am to 4pm,

Saturday 11am to 2pm,
and by appointment.

800 West Picacho Ave.
Las Cruces, NM

PET FOOD BANK PROGRAM
Tuesday 11am - 4pm • Saturday 11am - 2pm
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    by 
Dr. Scott  Pirtle, DVM

The Vet,s View

Into Your Inner Puppy
Except for a couple of things!

Ace is a Lab, and God knows Labs love to 
eat. They LIVE to eat. I jokingly say Ace 
treats every morning like a six year-old kid 
treats Christmas day. “C’mon Dad, get up, 
there’s gifts to open!” Meaning, “let’s go 
fill my bowl with food. I’ve been waiting all 
night for this!” He’s been this way since he 
was a fat, little, happy, black puppy. As soon 
as one of us stirs from bed he cavorts down 
the hall spinning in 360-degree turns and 
jumping wildly in the air. As an old man he 
doesn’t catch as much air as he once did and 
sometimes he only manages a 180, but his 
enthusiasm hasn’t ebbed a bit. We laugh that 
his “puppy brain” takes over as he expends 
half of his energy for the day in one short, 
thirty second burst of unbridled joy. He saves 
the other half for his evening feeding when 
this process repeats itself in another joyful 
routine.

And then there is maybe his favorite thing 
other than eating. The thing that made me 
fully realize that Ace lives for the joy of the 
moment. The thing that made me consider 
the joys in life that I need to fully embrace as 
they happen. To put the camera down and 
quit trying to take a beautiful picture, and 
instead take in the beauty of the moment 
itself. To be in it. To be part of it. This past 
weekend Ace got to do something that he 
always puts 100% enthusiasm into.

You see, Ace truly loves a good towel rub. 
Once or twice a week, after a shower, 
we will replace our used towels with 
fresh ones. This is a treasured moment for 
Ace, as he often gets a vigorous rubdown 
with the damp towel before it goes to 
the washing machine. It freshens his 
coat up a bit for one thing, 
but to see and hear his 

pleasure gives us moments of laughter that 
few other things do. He is all-in. He groans 
in pleasure and you can see his eyes glaze 
over as he throws himself against us, while 
we massage his dense body vigorously with 
the thick towel. He is still so big and strong 
that it soon becomes a workout for us—a 
doggy-wrapped-in-a-towel wrestling match! 
And whatever you do, don’t try to stop! He 
immediately goes to every hanging towel and 
tries to rub it free from the rack. Or heads to 
the laundry basket and attempts to rescue the 
used towel and bring it back to life. Finally, 
he will launch himself against the bathtub 
mat or bedskirt to try to keep his pleasure 
from ceasing. Ultimately, he resigns himself to 
lie back down on his bed and await that next 
moment—that next joy in life that deserves 
100% of his enthusiasm. 

In 2019 I’m going to try to be a little more 
like Ace. I’m going try to be a little less seri-

ous and a little more “in 
the moment.” With 

enthusiasm. So 
bring on the 
moments! I’m 
ready to be 
all-in!

I hope that 
2019 will 
bring all of 
you many 
moments of 
joy, as well.

www.organmountainphotos.com

Surround
Yourself
With Beauty

382 S. Walnut St.
Las Cruces, NM

We offer a large selection of mat 
options, glass options, original Organ 
Mountain photographs, and fine art. 

EXPERT CUSTOM
FRAMING
Many Unique Styles!
Come in now for best selection!

575-526-4048
M-F 9-5:30 • Sat 10-3

WE CAN FRAME ANYTHING!
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B y the time this edition of Dog’Cruces 
hits the newsstands, I’ll be almost-
retired. December 31 will have been 
my last day as a board member of 

the Animal Services Center of the Mesilla Valley, 
and January 31 will be my final day as Doña 
Ana County’s Director of Public Information and 
Special Projects. (Vic makes me write these things 
ridiculously far in advance of the publication date. 
I assume it’s punishment for the fact that I hardly 
ever write about dogs, except for when I write 
about Toby).

So with that in mind, I’m pleased to write about 
cats.

Specifically, I am pleased to write about the Kitty 
Condo that resides in the main lobby of the Doña 
Ana County Government Center. The Kitty Con-
do is one of the things that makes me most proud, 
after nearly 21 years working for the county.

I remember the day I pitched the idea to then-
Doña Ana County Manager, Brian D. Haines. A 
critter lover, he was on board with the plan im-
mediately, and he giddily followed me downstairs 
to see where I wanted to put it. The original Kitty 
Condo was located just below the north staircase 
in the Doña Ana County Government Center’s 
main lobby.

On May 22, 2012, the Board of Commission-
ers formally approved the facilitation of adop-
tions from the Government Center in a unique 
partnership with the Animal Services Center of the 
Mesilla Valley. 

As I write this, 167 kittens have been adopted, 
and when you read this, I can assure you that 
some seriously adorable young cats will be await-
ing furever homes from inside the condo. 

The condo was significantly expanded and 
relocated within the Government Center lobby 

in 2013, thanks to a fundraising campaign by 
employees and visitors to the building who felt the 
original condo was too small. No taxpayer funds 
have been used to support the project. 

The new and significantly larger enclosure— 
complete with a chair where potential adopters 
can interact with the kittens—was installed in 
April, 2013. 

Adopters pay for the adoptions at the Animal Ser-
vices Center of the Mesilla Valley prior to taking 
their new kitten(s) home. At the time of payment, 
arrangements are made for the cats to continue 
their vaccination regimen and to be sterilized and 
microchipped. 

An informal Kitty Condo Committee keeps the 
kittens fed, watered and socialized. The com-
mittee members also tend to the daily litter-box 
maintenance. 

Front desk receptionist Rebecca “Becky” Garcia 
handles all adoption paperwork, and she also 
works with individual employees who want to take 
the kittens to their offices during the workday or 
home on weekends and holidays. The socializa-
tion process is a great tool for ensuring that each 
cat is adoptable just as soon as someone falls in 
love with it. 

The other committee members include Karen 
Archuleta, Liza Burke, Angela Roberson, Deborah 
Rouse and Corrie Stone, with ongoing support 
from many other county and district attorney 
employees.

The Doña Ana County Kitty Condo was featured 
by the CBS Evening News on June 2, 2015, 
which resulted in both national and international 
exposure for the adoption program. Since that 
broadcast, a Kitty Condo video on the county’s 
YouTube site has garnered nearly 44,000 views.

I have made a vow to return to the Doña Ana 
County Government Center whenever I need to 
vote or pay taxes, partly to visit my amazing for-
mer colleagues and partly to visit the Kitty Condo 
residents. 

Legacies are tricky, because other people assign 
them to us, and they’re not necessarily always 
good. But if part of my legacy is the continuation 
of adoptions from the Kitty Condo, then I’m going 
to be pretty happy about that. I’d even purr, but 
I’m pretty sure Toby would be annoyed.

Jess Williams is currently unemployed. 
Please buy him lunch if he looks hungry.
 

        by 
Jess Williams

County
Kitties

Who knew it was possible 
to find love in the 
Government Center?
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Kitties Bringing You Innovative Designs, Products, & Ideas!

151 South Solano, Suite E
575.496.4215

RETRACTABLE BANNERS!

Custom Design and Printing of:
Vehicle Magnets • Hanging Banners • Signs (Printed)

Trade Show Displays • Custom Logo Design

Check out our website for more choices and call us for your next business or personal designs!

OVERSIZED BANNERS!
Banner Dimensions 9’ x 19’ and we go BIGGER!

POSTERS!

FETCHINGD.COM
FETCHINGDLC@GMAIL.COM

See More
at . . .

Banner stands & displays vary in size & design
depending on width and height of the product.

CUSTOMIZED BUSINESS CARDS!

 vic@dogcruces.com

575.496.4215
VIC VILLALOBOS

vic@dogcruces.comvic@dogcruces.comvic@dogcruces.comvic@dogcruces.com

VIC VILLALOBOSVIC VILLALOBOS

vic@dogcruces.comvic@dogcruces.comvic@dogcruces.comvic@dogcruces.com

VIC VILLALOBOSVIC VILLALOBOSVIC VILLALOBOSVIC VILLALOBOS

CUSTOM LOGOS!

Check out our website for more choices and call us for your next business or personal designs!

Model
is 5’2”

Posters vary in size depending on 
width and height of the product.
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FAIL
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I was destined to become a failure on May 
15, 2018. That was the day a 15 pound 
ball of yellow fluff named Buddy came 
into my world. Let me explain. My friends 
Vic Villalobos (Mayor of Dog’Cruces) and 

Wayne Sinclair (his not-so-trusty sidekick) 
convinced me to turn my house into a foster 
home for a silly little Golden Labrador. Just 
for a while, they said, until he could be 
placed in a permanent home.

They kept trying to find Buddy a perma-
nent home—or so they told me—but to no 
avail. The following months were basically 
an Indiana Jones Movie with Buddy. Every 
day I came home to learn about Buddy’s 
new appetites for drywall, palm tree leaves 
or anything left within his reach. During 
Buddy’s summer vacation he became good 
friends with my neighbors Steve and Elaine. 
His days were spent swimming in their pool 
and rummaging through their garden, all 
while waiting to find his furever home. 

As the summer months flew by, I began to 
think about the day that Buddy would be 
leaving my life to join a new family, and I 
started to dread it. Then the call came—a 
family wanted to adopt Buddy, and I would 
need to take him to a vet in El Paso so he 
could be transferred to his new home. 

It was early morning, and neither one of us 
was at all happy about the situation. Keeping 
with tradition, Buddy pooped in my truck on 
the way there—in protest, I believe. We said 
our teary-eyed good-byes, and I left, know-
ing I had done my job as a foster parent. 
As I sobbed and missed my little monster 
throughout the day, I tried to be happy he 
was going to a new home—and thought I 

might not mind fostering another dog in the 
future. Later that same day, though, I got an-
other life-changing call—Buddy’s new home 
had fallen through at the last minute, and I 
would need to go back to El Paso to pick him 
up. The tears I shed when I returned to take 
him home (for good, this time) were happy 
ones, and Buddy pooped in the truck once 
again—this time from sheer excitement. 

Having finally given in to my little ball of 
failure has been the best fail of my life! I 
now have a daily 5:00 AM alarm clock 
who likes to wake me with sloppy kisses 
and hugs. The Bud Man is one of the 
coolest dogs alive, and he brings joy 
and entertainment not just to me, but 
to his adopted grandparents, Steve 
and Elaine, during the day. 

Fostering has been one of the more 
gratifying things I have ever done—
even though I failed at it. 
I was helping to save an 
abandoned animal who might 
not otherwise have had a chance at 
a happy home. It is something I would 
gladly do again—but with the benefit of 
hindsight from having failed the first time. 
Next time, I will plan for the day that the 
phone call comes and rejoice in the fact that 
I have done something good. Then I’ll be 
able to start a new adventure with another 
foster—having succeeded the second time 
around. Hopefully.

These days Buddy lives a life of luxury 
tormenting his brother and sister Hogan 
and Mojo. He still enjoys swimming and 
rummaging through gardens eating as many 
tomatoes as possible. And as he has grown 

taller, he has learned there are even better 
things to eat on top of the counter. 

The Bud Man and I will have many years 
of adventures to come, and I am so glad 
he came into my life. I never would have 
thought failure could feel so good.

Failure
an
IS
Option

Fostering animals awaiting permanent homes can be a tricky business.  It is a special person, indeed, who can fill the heroic role of 
repeat foster parent—one who can open his or her heart time and again to care for a pet in need, while having the strength to be 
able to say goodbye when a furever home is found. We probably all know someone who has been a “Foster Failure.”  But fostering 
might be one of the only areas in life where both success AND failure can be equally desirable outcomes, so we asked three friends 
of Dog’Cruces to share their stories of abject failure—and happy endings.

by James Schirmer, Shannon Murray & Keith Whelpley
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She was reluctant to eat at 
first, but after a few days of real-
izing this is where she was going to be, she 
slowly started to come out of her shell. We did 
have some bumps in the road with our other 
dogs—they didn’t mesh well in the beginning. 
Our dogs definitely learned Lucy didn’t want to 
play and did not want them in her space. Days 
turned into weeks, weeks into months and we 
never called GRREP to place Lucy in a forever 
home. She was already at home with us. 

I did get Lucy certified in Therapaws, and she 
absolutely LOVED visiting the kids at the Lion’s 
Club deaf camp during the summer. Another 
favorite of hers was visiting the college kids 
on campus during NMSU’s mid-term stress-
buster events. I remember Lucy on her back, 
surrounded by four or five kids and loving the 
loving! Pure joy and smiles all around. She was 
a wonderful therapy dog and a wonderful dog 
in general. Her first momma trained her very 
well. Lucy never pulled on her leash, and she 
was extremely well behaved! She was even in 
a TV commercial for FirstLight Federal Credit 
Union’s 60th Anniversary Special which is still 
viewable on YouTube if you want to see her in 
action. She was a natural that day and did ev-
erything asked of her. You would have thought 
she was Hollywood-trained for the camera. 

On October 14, 2018 we helped Lucy cross 
the Rainbow Bridge in our living room while 
she consumed a hard boiled egg as we loved 
on her and told her she could go see her other 
momma now. As she drifted off, we told her 
how much we loved her and how happy we 
were that she came in to our lives. She was 13, 
although my husband says 14. 

I would like to let all pet parents out there know 
this was our first time ever using The Gift of 
Goodbye, and Dr. Kim Kane was very compas-
sionate and made the entire experience very 
peaceful for Lucy. I highly recommend her and 
the service she offers. We decided to use Getz 
Forever Friends for a private cremation and can 
not thank them enough for meeting us down 
there on a Sunday afternoon. We drove Lucy 
to their facility and were met by a very kind, 
patient young man. 

Lucy was our first foster failure.

About 9 years ago, my husband got a 
call from one of his customers. The 
man’s sister, Kathy, was terminally 
ill, and she wanted to find a loving 
home for her Golden Retriever, Lucy. 

He knew we loved the breed, so he asked my 
husband if we would take Lucy. We suggested 
he contact the Golden Retriever Rescue in 
Albuquerque—where Kathy and Lucy lived—
because breed-specific rescues do a great 
job placing dogs with people who know the 
demands of a specific breed and will find loving 
homes for them. 

A few weeks went by and Kathy’s brother 
reached out again to my husband and told him 

that his sister didn’t have long—and she really 
just wanted to know her dog was in a good 
home before she departed this world. Having 
two Goldens and a cat already, we definitely 
were not wanting to add to our pack! But we 
did want to help grant this woman a tiny bit 
of peace, so we said we would take Lucy. My 
husband and I decided between us that we 
were only going to foster Lucy and would get in 
touch with Golden Retriever Rescue of El Paso 
(GRREP) to find her a loving, forever home.

We drove up to Albuquerque to meet Kathy 
and Lucy. We showed Kathy pictures of our 
dogs, our home, and some of the adventures 
we have taken our dogs on over the years so 
that she could rest easy knowing Lucy was go-
ing to be going on many adventures and have 
a good life. We didn’t tell her we planned to 
foster Lucy. 

Kathy had worked for the Sandoval County 
Sheriff’s Department, and Lucy was one of the 
Kaseys for the “Kasey Says” education program 
in the public schools—in which students 
earned time interacting with Kasey as a reward 
for good behavior and good attendance. Upon 
learning this, I told Kathy I would get Lucy 
certified to do Therapaws. I assured her Lucy 
would continue her community service and 
bring smiles to others’ faces just as she had 
been doing her whole life. We said our good-
byes, headed home and waited for that fateful 
phone call that Lucy’s mom had passed.

Lucy arrived at our house with her belongings, 
and she was nervous and not sure what was 
happening. Lucy had been in the room when 
her mom passed. She had a dog brother and 
cat sisters of her own in Albuquerque (they 
were placed in other homes, along with horses 
and llamas), and now she was in a totally new 
environment with a brand new set of dog sisters 
and a cat. What the heck must have been going 
through her poor mind and her very sad heart? 

FAIL
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We took Clapton home and just waited and 
hoped he would take a turn for the better. 

By now Clyde and Clovis looked stron-
ger—not 100 percent, but surely on the 
mend. Meanwhile, Clapton and Cleo were 
in a fight for their lives. This is where foster 
families take hits emotionally. Rachel and 
I kept rolling around in our heads what we 
did wrong. Why are these kitties struggling? 
What could we have done or shouldn’t 
have done? Nora, who deals with loss 
on a daily basis, consoled us. The deck is 
stacked against these little lives regardless 
of the care foster families provide. While 
you can’t forget each and every soul, you 
have to frame the loss in a way that allows 
you to press on. Animals have a way of dealing 
with life and death differently from humans. 
Our beloved pets have an inherent understand-
ing that they are one and the same. 

Clapton and Cleo passed.

Rachel and I were very sad. This loss came 
after a fostering event where we lost another 
baby. Clyde and Clovis, the two survivors, 
became stronger and more playful. In our grief 
and maybe guilt, we were uninspired to give 
them up. We had posted on Facebook that they 
would be available for adoption soon, and of-
fers came forth. A man in Albuquerque wanted 
Clovis, and a local woman wanted Clyde. That 
was it. The die was cast. Homes found. Our 
work was almost done.  

Days turned to weeks. Both were fixed. Nora 
told us it was time. More days turned to more 
weeks. Clyde and Clovis became 
comfortable with the kitties that were 
already a part of our family, and they 
each found their favorites. But bigger 
than that, they became very close to 
each other. We didn’t want to split them 
up. When Clyde’s forever lady began 
pressing us, it became real. It was now 
or never. 

Rachel and I chose: never. 

A foster fail. 

We kept both.

There is a spot behind our house where 
we lay to rest our lost fosters. And these 
days in the warm backyard sun, Clyde 
and Clovis are drawn to that place to 
chase bugs and butterflies. I wonder if 
they somehow know. I wonder if Clap-
ton and Cleo live inside their brother 
and sister—a mysterious dynamic of 
life and death that they understand and 
we don’t.

I wonder. 

W e failed. There is no escaping it. 

In the world of fostering ani-
mals—kittens in our case—we 
biffed it. We know this because 

when it was time to place our furry charges up 
for adoption, Rachel and I just couldn’t let go. 
But there was a good reason. 

Clovis, Clyde and their brother and sister, Clap-
ton and Cleo, came to us like so many families 
of kittens before. Action Program for Animals 
(APA) needed a safe place to raise the four until 
they were healthy and grown enough to find 
their forever homes. They were among dozens 
of cat families APA was handling at the time 
that would eventually need homes. We were 
called upon to help, and we answered.

These four followed an earlier family that didn’t 
go so well for Rachel and me. When you com-
mit to fostering, on the face it seems great—fur-
ry babies all over the place that need nonstop 
feeding, pampering and training. In exchange 
you get the enjoyment of kittens bounding 
around the house with reckless abandon. But 
the seriousness of the responsibility sets in the 
moment you hear the first sneeze or cough. It’s 
a rattling cough that signals the onset of a respi-
ratory infection, common for kittens. Something 
that seems benign to humans is deadly for 
these tiny carbon units.

The same was true for Clovis, Clyde and their 
siblings. It seemed instantaneous. One evening 
we played with the four in the backyard to ex-
pose them to a nice green lawn and the sunny 
outdoors. The next morning we heard the small 
sneeze. We weren’t sure which one it came 
from. But it doesn’t matter in fostering. If one 
has it, they all have it, or soon will.  

We contacted APA to get a care plan put to-
gether. Nora Dici and her crew wasted no time. 
We took the pack of them in for treatment and 
then played the waiting game. That also is part 
of fostering—waiting to see if the treatment is 
the right one or strong enough. Each kitten took 
its turn being the sickest. The most lively and 
immune was Clapton. While the others went 
through various degrees of seriousness, Clapton 
single-handedly held up his family’s part of 
the bargain—romping and playing while they 
convalesced. 

The day finally came, though. While he didn’t 
have the loose cough, like the others, Clapton 
just didn’t run to his food dish one morning. 
His gait seemed off. The veterinarian put him 
through neurological tests to try to arrive at an 
explanation, but couldn’t. Another reality of fos-
tering stray kitties is that they bring with them 
diseases that have nothing to do with your care. FAIL

Buddy’s dad is James Schirmer.

Lucy’s mom is Shannon Murray. 

Clyde and Clovis’ dad is 
Keith Whelpley.
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PETS
    Do g, Cruces
of

Please send photos of your favorite pets to:
photos@dogcruces.com

BURIAL & CREMATION SERVICE

Caring For Those Who Have Spent a Lifetime Caring For You

Losing a FAMILY FRIEND is never easy.

1420 E Bowman Ave
Las Cruces, New Mexico

8:00am
to

5:00pm

• Pet Cremation
• Pick-Up Available

• Private or Communal
• Urns & Jewelry

(575) 524-2427

971 Sand Castle Ave.
Las Cruces, NM 88012

www.petplanetcomplex.com

(575) 528-8180Your pet will be pampered 
& waited on, all in the 
comfort of a tranquil, 
secret garden setting.

THERE’S SOMETHING NEW HAPPENING AT PET PLANET! 
COME CHECK OUT. . .

At

The
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Workin,’ 
Like a Dog

There’s No Place Like Home
I fell in love with the blue-eyed Pit Bull the moment I saw her at 

a county shelter in Ukiah, CA. I grew up with cats and always 
thought my first dog would be a pug, but my heart was immedi-

ately stolen by the blocky-headed girl staring at me from her kennel 
as if asking “What took you so long? Let’s go!” She sat with me 
on the couch at the shelter and refused to do anything other than 
cuddle. I adopted her that day. 

Rikki was my constant companion, best friend, comforter, and 
protector. I planned entire road trips so that we could travel and visit 
beaches, forests, or somewhere to play in the snow. She was my 
muse, and just being near her filled me with joy and love. 

In the months before Rikki’s 11th birthday I noticed she was straining 
to urinate. An ultrasound revealed a mass in her bladder. We were re-
ferred to an oncologist in Tucson where I got the heartbreaking news 
that Rikki had bladder cancer. We immediately began treatment, and 
initially she responded well—until a couple months later when she )
lost use of her back legs over the course of just three days. I rushed 
her to a neurologist in Santa Fe to learn the most devastating news of 
my life: the cancer had spread to Rikki’s spine.

I took days off work to spend every moment with my beloved Pit 
Bull. She could not get up onto the bed so I made us our own spe-
cial nest on the living room floor out of dog beds, pillows, comfort-
ers, and pee pads. I took her outside using a sling and we laid in the 
grass for hours as she smelled the fresh air and fell asleep using my 
leg as a pillow. 

I agonized over the decision to let Rikki go. But one evening she 
could no longer stand up on her front legs. She began to whimper 
in pain. My heart shattered into a thousand pieces. I gave her some 
pain meds, and she eventually settled down—but I knew it was 
time. I called Dr. Kane first thing the next morning and arranged 
for her to come to our home. From the moment Dr. Kane arrived 
she was just wonderful—thoughtful and kind with such an amazing 
energy that my blind Min Pin, who usually bites strangers, climbed 
right into her lap! I sat on the floor with Rikki and fed her delicious 
treats until she fell asleep, and then I held and kissed her as she left 
this world. Gift of Goodbye allowed Rikki’s final hours to be peace-
ful, quiet, comfortable, 
and secure in her 
home with her 
family. I will be forever 
grateful for that. I miss 
you so much, my one and 
only girl. Thank you for 
showing the world that Pit 
Bulls are all about love.

Rebecca 
Stanger is 
an animal 
advocate, 
volunteer 
and forever 
Rikki’s mom.

Saying goodbye to a companion animal is the one of the most 
difficult decisions a pet owner will ever make. Gift of Goodbye 
is dedicated to making this time as peaceful and comfort-

able as possible for owners and their pets by minimizing the pet’s 
pain, discomfort and stress and allowing owners the opportunity to 
grieve in the privacy of their homes. Many pets have some degree 
of anxiety and fear when they enter a veterinary clinic. Other pets 
may be debilitated, making it painful and difficult to make the trip to 
visit their veterinarian. Furthermore, many owners find it difficult to 
grieve and spend meaningful last moments with their pet in a clinic 
environment. For these owners and pets, in-home euthanasia may 
be a valuable option. It can provide a dignified and peaceful way to 
say goodbye to their beloved companion.  

At times, owners feel it is not yet time to say goodbye but, for a 
variety of reasons, are unable to continue to take their pet to their 
primary veterinarian. At this point, hospice care may be an alterna-
tive. Just as in human hospice, veterinary hospice provided by Gift 
of Goodbye focuses on providing care that comforts and sustains 
quality of life in the final days, weeks, or months of a pet’s life.    

I am often asked why I decided to limit my veterinary practice to in-
home hospice and euthanasia. As a veterinary student, I was aware 
of a growing area of interest in veterinary medicine, both in the US 
and worldwide, that focuses on end-of-life care for pets, provided in 
the comfort of their homes. Although I saw this as a valuable option 
for terminal and/or geriatric pets and their owners, it was not an 
area that sparked my interest when I was considering my future as a 
practicing veterinarian.   

My plans changed, however, after I had to make the decision to have 
my own dog euthanized in 2011. My crazy Weimaraner, Luke, came 
into my life when he was 4 years old. I had adopted Luke from a 
shelter, and he had arrived with all kinds of baggage and issues from 
his early years of abuse and neglect. Nevertheless, Luke was truly my 
“heart” dog and was my faithful and devoted companion for 8 short 
years. When he began failing, I struggled with the question many 
owners face, “When is the right time to say goodbye?” 

I sought assistance from friends and fellow veterinarians during my 
decision-making process. When I decided the time had come, a 
veterinarian friend helped me say goodbye to Luke outside on a 
beautiful spring day. It was a very peaceful passing, and I felt such 
comfort and relief that his final moments were in a lovely setting with 
me by his side. I missed him dearly and grieved his loss for many 
months to come. It was during this time that I began to consider in-
home hospice and euthanasia as the focus of my veterinary career. A 
little over a year later, in 2012, I started the Gift of Goodbye, provid-
ing in-home hospice and euthanasia services in Las Cruces and the 
surrounding communities of southern New Mexico. My practice has 
since expanded into the El Paso area, as well. I have found this to be 
a very rewarding service and am honored to share the final moments 
owners have with their pets.

Dr. Kim Kane, Las Cruces veterinarian, founded Gift of Goodbye 
in 2012.
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DAGnabbit!
DONNA BRANNAN

Your Personal Pet Sitter

Pet Sitting In 
Your Home!
Dog Walking
Pet Taxi

575.323.3937 Join Us On: Facebook.com/helpkittenarthur

TRAP, NEUTER, RETURN EDUCATION & Assistance

WILL DONATE 10%
OF EACH SALE FOR THE MONTH 

OF JANUARY & FEBRUARY WHEN 
YOU MENTION THIS AD

to Broken Promises SW from the
4145 WHITE SAGE ARC LOCATION

2405 W. Picacho
ste. 103 • Las Cruces
(across from Peddler’s Pavilion)

SnapNewMexico.org • 575524-9265
Low cost spay/neuter surgery for pets of low income households. 

Bajo costa de esterilización para mascotas de hogares de bajos recursos.

$30
per cat (gato)

$40
per dog (perro)

CASH 
ONLY 
(Sólo en efectivo)

Spay & Neuter 
Action Program 

(SNAP)

Thousands of animals are put to death or suffer unnecessarily in Doña Ana County 
each year! You can help us solve this community problem!

Miles de animals son condenados a murir o sufrir innecesariamente en el condado de Doña Ana cada año! 
Usted puede ayudarnos a resolver este problema comunitario!

FIX YOUR 
PETS! 

Please call SNAP for
information on how

to qualify.
Esterilizar o castrar a sus mascotas!

Open Tuesday – Friday 11am – 3pm

With the help and support of animal lovers 

throughout the community, ASCMV is making a difference! 

In the first half of 2018…

 86.63% Live Release Rate!

 2,214 Pets Sent to Rescues!

However, with over 5,000 animals brought in during the 

first half of the year, the ASCMV still needs YOUR help! 

 Foster Families
 Adoptions
 Volunteers
 Donations

ASCMV.org
575-382-0018

NEWS!
PAWS-ITIVE

SPAY. NEUTER. LICENSE. MICROCHIP. VACCINATE.
3551 Bataan Memorial West
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I
n 1991 Deming social worker Pat Danser 
heard her neighbor’s little dog scream-
ing in pain after a fall. Upon learning the 
family had no funds for veterinary care, 
Pat contacted Animal Protection of NM 

and was referred to Ada Johnpoll, a fellow 
APNM member, for assistance.   

Lamenting the mistreatment and neglect of 
many animals in Luna County, Pat and Ada 
decided to be visionaries and workers for 
change. They founded Deming Animal Guard-
ians (DAG) with the mission of alleviating ani-
mal suffering. Pat had been an animal activist 
since 1978, working with Michael Mountain at 
United Humanitarians in Phoenix before Mi-
chael had begun Best Friends Animal Society.  

DAG was the Deming Chapter of Animal 
Protection of NM for ten years, and its initial 
focus was on discount spay/neuter vouchers 
and education in the schools. DAG wanted 
to have more impact, and they determined 
the best way to accomplish this was to receive 
designation as a charity in the eyes of the IRS. 
They acquired 501c(3) tax-deductible status in 
2007. DAG receives annual funding from the 
City of Deming, Luna County, and from private 
foundations to promote spays/neuters. This has 
allowed the group to bring spay/neuter vans to 
the Deming area from Santa Fe and beyond, 
since 2003. DAG also sponsors the Paws n’ 
Hooves mobile van in Columbus several times 
a year, and has done so since 2012. After 27 
years, DAG has sponsored more than 13,000 
spay/neuter surgeries and prevented the births 
of at least 100,000 unwanted dogs and cats.

But Deming Animal Guardians is more than 
just a spay/neuter group....

Pet Food Bank 
Volunteers distribute donated dog 
and cat food to needy families—
provided the families agree to 
spay/neuter their compan-
ion animals. Over 35,000 
lbs. of food were distributed 
in 2017 and 2018. 

Veterinary Emergencies
DAG has raised funds for several orthopedic 
surgeries for injured dogs and cats. In 2018 
they raised $2,300 for Hope, an injured puppy 
found on the side of a road.

Trap-Neuter-Return (TNR) Program 
DAG helps cat colony caregivers to capture 
feral felines, transport them to veterinary 
clinics and pay for spay/neuter surgeries and 
vaccinations—as long as the caregiver commits 
to continue feeding the colony. The alterna-
tive used to be almost-automatic euthanasia if 
these animals were trapped by Animal Control 
Officers.

Lost and Found Facebook Page 
DAG’s Facebook page provides a place for 
people who have lost—and found—pets to 
post pictures and information. It has helped 
reunite many lost animals with their owners.  

Classroom Education
For more than 20 years, DAG has worked with 
public school systems to coordinate Kind News 
magazine subscriptions to over 100 elementary 
school classrooms in Luna, Hidalgo, Doña Ana 
and Sierra Counties. Funding for this project 
comes from APNM and Deming Public Schools.  

Fundraisers 
DAG puts the FUN in fundraising with social 
events like Deming’s Yappy Hour, Bowling 
for Fur Balls, Beagle Bingo and the PetPourri 
Fundraiser Party & Silent Auction.

Silver Whiskers 
Deming’s best downtown shopping experience! 
This latest venture in fundraising is a high-end 
thrift store at 118 S. Silver Ave. that opened in 
August, and is operated solely by volunteers. 
Come in and see the historic Bull Durham 

mural painted in 1912 in this fabulous 
old building.

DAGSHIP Rescue
When board members began res-
cuing animals, DAGSHIP Rescue 
(Deming Animal Guardians Sun-
shine Haven Intake Project) and 
Columbus Animal Rescue were 

born. With grants and tremendous 
community support, these “no-kill” 
shelters can boast a live release rate of 
more than 99%! In the past two years, 
517 animals have been rescued, with 

some having been returned to their 
owners (7%) some having 

been adopted locally (34%), and others trans-
ferred to rescue groups outside the area to be 
adopted (57%). DAG has begun “rescuing” ani-
mals from the local municipal Humane Society 
shelter, even though the DAGSHIP shelters are 
small capacity. Forever Homes Animal Rescue 
(in Alamogordo) coordinates many rescued 
animals being transported to other reputable 
sanctuaries.    
 
Deming Animal Guardians was voted Best 
Nonprofit in the Kingdom of the Sun in 2018—
an award given by the local Chamber of Com-
merce. DAG’s success is due to the passionate 
commitment by countless volunteers, who con-
tribute an average of 1300 hours per month—
but keeping operating expenses low also helped 
the group grow. For the first 25 years, DAG 
had no infrastructure, no office, no kennels. 
Volunteers operated out of their homes, and 
operating expenses were consistently only 2-3% 
of total expenses. However, with the creation 
of kennels, catteries, quarantine buildings, etc., 
operating expenses have neccessarily increased 
at our no-kill sanctuaries. In 2018, they hired a 
part time DAGSHIP Rescue Manager.   

DAG’s goals for the future include strengthening 
their relationship with Deming Humane Society 
so that both groups can work together to im-
prove the lives of the animals in Luna County. 
They hope to achieve a high county-wide live 
release rate for shelter animals and to work with 
the City and County governments to ensure the 
development of better ordinances for animal 
welfare. They are absolutely committed to con-
tinue serving the community that has supported 
their efforts to help Luna County animals.

Learn more about Deming Animal Guardians, 
DAGSHIP Rescue, DAG Lost and Found Pets, 
and Silver Whiskers on their Facebook pages 
and websites: deminganimalguardians.org 
and dagshiprescue.com.  

Contact Deming Animal Guardians at 575-544-
2209 or at P.O. Box 1275, Deming, NM 88031. 
Volunteers are always needed at Silver Whis-
kers and DAGSHIP Rescue. Call 575-313-0626 
for a tour of DAGSHIP Rescue, our beautiful 
no-kill sanctuary complete with many rescued 
farm animals. 

Pat Danser is President of Deming Animal 
Guardians.

Diana Bell is a DAG board member.

DAGnabbit!
Great Things are 

Happening in Deming!

Hope was found injured on the side of a road. DAG raised 
$2300 for her orthopedic surgery. Another life saved!
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Grooming

Climate Controlled
Facility

Obedience, Rally, 
Agility Classes

All Companion Pet Boarding

www.mvpetresort.comwww.mvpetresort.comwww.mvpetresort.comwww.mvpetresort.comwww.www.www.www.www.www.www.www.www.www.www.www.www.www.www.mvpetresortmvpetresortmvpetresortmvpetresortmvpetresortmvpetresortmvpetresortmvpetresortmvpetresortmvpetresortmvpetresortmvpetresortmvpetresortmvpetresortmvpetresort.com.com.com.com.com.com.com.com.com.com.com.com.com.com.com.com.com.com.com.com.com.comwww.mvpetresort.com

Mon.-Sat. 7am-6pm
Sunday 2pm-5pm 
(Pick up & drop off only)

Bring in this ad for

10% OFF
any retail purchase

575.523.8853
2500 W. Amador • Las Cruces, NM

•  Adopt a pet
•  Look for a lost pet
•  Volunteer
•  Foster
•  Affordable spay/
   neuter program
•  Microchipping
•  Pet licensing

Save a Life!

Open: 12 – 6 p.m. Mon-Fri and 12–5 p.m. Sat-Sun
3551 Bataan Memorial West • www.ascmv.org • 382-0018

The Animal Service Center of the Mesilla Valley (ASCMV) offers many services to citizens of Doña Ana County:• Low-Income Emergency
 Veterinary Aid
• Low-Income Vaccination Aid
• Shelter Dog Training
• Senior Citizen Pet Adoption Aid

SERVICES PROVIDED by DACHS:
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by Delores T. Craig. DVM
The Alternative View CALL THE PROS!

We Have Been Serving
Las Cruces Since 1989!

WE DO IT ALL!

WE COME TO YOU!

•	 Windows	&	Android
•	 Apple	/	Mac
•	 Viruses	/	Malware	Cleaning
•	 Data	Recovery
•	 Backup	&	Disaster	Recovery
•	 System	Performance
•	 Upgrades	For	Old	&	New	PCs
•	 Home	Office	Networking

575.527.8190
CallPosse.comPet owners, on average, administer three to 

four different oral supplements to their pets. 
My discussion is not to dissuade you from 

purchasing these items. I am not going to discuss 
whether or not the product has any credence to its 
claims. Instead, my discussion will focus on guide-
lines to use when purchasing dietary supplements, 
nutraceuticals, and herbs for your pets. 

In an attempt to create uniform manufacturing 
and labeling guidelines, Congress passed the 
Dietary Supplement Health Education Act in 
1994. In 2007, the USDA established regulations 
for the manufacture of these products. But neither 
of these acts included animal products. To make 
matters worse, despite these “guidelines,” there 
are no enforcement policies for either human or 
animal products. This means the statutes have no 
teeth unless harm is proven. Are these supple-
ments safe? A 10-year study of human emergency 
room visits at 63 US hospitals found that 23,000 
of the visits were linked to dietary supplements. 
Ten percent of these resulted in hospitalization. 

In 2001, the closest “regulatory agency” for 
animal products was created—the National 
Animal Supplement Council (NASC), a non-profit 
industry trade association. The NASC established 
guidelines for the safe manufacturing and labeling 
of products for companion animals. Companies 
voluntarily submit their products for evaluation, 
and if their manufacturing practices fit the guide-
lines—and if product labeling is accurate—they 
receive the NASC seal of approval. The council 
does not evaluate the efficacy of the products, just 
the manufacturing process and the contents—so, 
because there is no enforcement policy unless a 
supplement makes a “medical statement” or is 
proven harmful, it may be sold to the public. 
 
To keep you and your pet safe, here is list of ques-
tions you should consider: 

1) Why are you buying the product? 
 Knowing “why” allows you to evaluate the list 

of ingredients. What does the company claim? 

2) Is the primary “working ingredient” 
listed in the FIRST three ingredients?

 If it is not listed as one of the first two or three, 
the efficacy of the product is questionable. 

3) Does the label tell you how much of each 
ingredient is in the product?

 If it doesn’t specify the quantity, how do you 
know how much you are giving?  

Do you know how much of the product should 
be given to your pet to get the best results? If 
not, how do you know if you are giving too 
much or too little? 

4) Is there a lot number and expiration 
date?  

 Good manufacturing practices (GMP) require 
lot numbers and expiration dates—it’s about 
quality control and safety. 

5) How does the price compare to other, 
similar products? 

     
6) Will any of the ingredients interact with 

current medications? 
 If your pet is taking other drugs or medica-

tions, there may be interactions. For example, 
adding curcumin (turmeric) to a nonsteroidal 
pain medication (i.e. Rimadyl, Previcox) may 
increase the potential of bleeding. 

7) Who is the manufacturer? 
 Check out the company’s reputation. Don’t 

rely on the company’s website alone. Do other 
websites mention the product or the company? 

8) Consult these resources:  
     A) National Animal Supplement Council 

NASC.cc
This organization evaluates the manufactur-
ing process of pet products and companies
and issues the NASC seal of approval to 
those that pass. A company is not automati-
cally “bad” if it is not on the NASC list. But if 
a product is on the list, it’s another positive 
in my opinion. The seal does not support the 
claim of the product—it simply indicates a 
safe manufacturing process. 

    B) ConsumerLab.com 
This website has a subscription fee. I feel the 
cost is well worth it. They evaluate whether 
the ingredients in the box match the label, 
check for the presence of toxic heavy metals 
like lead, cadmium, arsenic, and mercury, 
and compare costs. The site sends subscrib-
ers a weekly newsletter on different products. 

Next time, we’ll talk a little Traditional Chinese 
Medicine Theory and acupuncture. 

“The mechanic that would perfect his work must 
first sharpen his tools”  —Confucius

What’s in the Bottle?

Delores T. Craig, DVM, is an instructor and President-elect of 
the International Veterinary Acupuncture Society (IVAS).
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Your PET SPACE

575.652.4404
www.YourPetSpace.com

3920 W. Picacho Ave
at Dickerson’s

Daycare • Dog Walking
in-Home Pet Sitting • Pet tranSPortation

Staff certifieD in canine/feline cPr & firSt aiD

CAGE-FREE
BOARDING

& DAY CARE!
in Las Cruces and 
Surrounding Area

OUTof thisWORLDPet Services
NOW OFFERING
GROOMING!

PETS
    Do g, Cruces
of

Please send photos of your favorite pets to:
photos@dogcruces.com

Need an Attorney?Need an ANeed an ANeed an Attttorney?torney?
Put our experienced legal team to work for you.

• Personal Injury
• DWI-DUI
• Medical
   Malpractice
• Criminal Defense

575-541-6110 • www.southernnmlaw.com

Kiki

Our Newest
Office Mascot

Meet

Financing 
Available!

OAC

The Law Office
of Michael E. Cain
1060 S. Main Street
Las Cruces, New Mexico
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by Vic Villalobos

Traveling With Your 
    Best Friends

in front of my sister—gotta start the holiday 
off right!! 

We taught Scout how the door works so 
there would be no further damage to my 
sister’s new home.We didn’t worry about the 
girls, because Ruby and Star are seasoned 
travelers who know all about different kinds 
of doors. And stairs. And even elevators. 
Scout still has much to learn.

The cooking began bright and early on 
Thanksgiving day, with the dogs lurking 
around the kitchen waiting for something 
delicious to fall to the floor. I helped with the 
prep, washing my hands so many times that 
I thought I was auditioning for an Aquaman 
sequel. People started arriving. . . and the 
dogs behaved. More people arrived, the food 
started coming out...and the dogs behaved. 

The turkey and ham—centerpieces of the 
holiday meal—were taken from the oven 
and placed on the counter to cool before 
serving... and, with one giant leap, Scout 
cleared the kitchen counter, grabbed the 
turkey in his massive jaws, and dragged it 
through the screen door in the living room! 
My sister screamed, and the other two dogs 
followed Scout to claim their fair share. I was 
in the middle of yet another hand-washing, 
paralyzed, and out the window I saw Scout 
by the outdoor fireplace with a turkey leg 
in his mouth, while Ruby and Star had torn 
a breast and thigh from the carcass. My 
only thought was about where we might be 
staying that night—I could only assume we 
would no longer be welcome there.  

Suddenly I felt a kick at my side. “Stop snor-
ing!” my wife told me. WHAT!?! I looked 
over and saw that Ruby was sound asleep. 
And so was Star—and Scout! Whew! It was 
only 5am on Thanksgiving morning, and all 
through the house not a creature was stirring, 
not even my Scout. It was just an anxiety 
dream (well, the first screen door incident 
was real). I was so worried about how the 
dogs would behave—but they were on their 
best behavior for the whole visit! 

We had a wonderful Thanksgiving, everyone 
enjoyed the stay, and my hands have never 
been so clean. Best of all, I’m almost certain 
we will be invited back next year.

A s we prepared the vehicle to head 
towards my sister’s house in sunny Ari-
zona with all our pups in tow, we knew 

we might be in for a Thanksgiving adventure.  

I should preface this story with a couple 
relevant facts: first, my sister and her new 
husband have just recently purchased a new 
home. Second, my sister is a neat freak—
which means I have to remove my shoes 
before entering the new house (how was 
that going to work with the dogs?). Third, 
my sister is a neat freak. That’s right, it bears 
repeating. I’m not allowed to touch anything 
without washing my hands before and after. 
Needless to say, I love to break all her rules—
it’s a brother/sister thing. She especially likes 
when I pick up dog poop in the yard and 
chase her around with it. 

OK, so we loaded up our luggage and all 
three of the dogs, plus plenty of extra food 
and treats—and we prayed that Scout would 
behave himself at my neat-freak sister’s 
house for Thanksgiving. What could go 
wrong?

Scout had been behaving much better, after 
all. Well, except when he broke one of the 
large potted plants in the St. Clair courtyard 
during one Yappy Hour. He really has cut 
back on chewing up my wife’s clothes. But 
we still had some concerns about him getting 
too excited around new people—my sister 
invited 20 people for Thanksgiving Din-
ner—as well as all the tempting smells of the 
impending feast. 

The trip over was uneventful—we made it in 
record time, and the traffic wasn’t nearly as 
bad as we had expected. We got a tour of the 
new house before being allowed to “release 
the hounds.” My sister had draped the 
furniture with sheets to keep the dogs—and 
my “paws”—off the furniture. She and her 
husband graciously let my wife and me (and, 
yes, the dogs) occupy the master bedroom 
because it has a separate door to the back-
yard for easy doggie access. 

The screen door only lasted a few minutes. 
It really wasn’t Scout’s fault—he had never 
been around sliding screen doors before. The 
dogs went out and pooped, which gave me 
the perfect opportunity to pretend to eat this 

Our Dream Thanksgiving

NO PRESERVATIVES!

Available at your favorite pet 
food store and specialty store!

5 

BowWowBlends.com

LocaLLy
made

Power
Fruit 
Smoothie 
For DogS!

naturaL 
ingredients

suPPorts
digestion
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Bow Wow Blends is an all-natural power fruit smoothie for 
dogs! It’s full of healthy ingredients that support digestion. 
Available now at your LOCAL pet store. Locally made in a 
FDA approved facility.
www.bowwowblends.com

BOW 
WOW 
BLENDS
WOW 

Dog Treats to Fuel Adventures Every Day. Explore our variety of natural treats 
and fi nd what fuels your dog’s adventurous life. Our Enhance line targets 
specifi c needs using the Earth’s best ingredients. Available at Mesilla Valley 
Pet Resort, 2500 W. Amador, Las Cruces, NM. 575-523-8853.
www.mvpetresort.com

ZUKE’S TRAIL TESTED, 
NATURAL DOG TREATS

Honest Kitchen Pet Pour Overs, available at
Better Life Pet Foods. 315 Telshor Ste. C,
Las Cruces, NM. 575-556-9117. 
www.betterlifenaturalpetfoods.com

HONEST
KITCHEN
PET POUR
OVERS
PET POUR

EXCLUSIVE ® DOG FOOD

Magic Latch Magnetic Leash Connector. 
One touch connection & release dog 
harness collar fastener. 3 different colors
to choose from. Available at Pet Planet, 
971 Sand Castle Ave, Las Cruces.
575-528-8180. 
www.petplanetcomplex.com

MAGIC LATCH
MAGNETIC
LEASH
CONNECTOR

MAGIC LATCH
MAGNETIC
LEASH

The exceptional ingredients in Exclusive® Dog Food were chosen to give today’s dogs 
what they’ve always liked and needed: real meat and real protein. It was true when dogs 
lived in the wild, and it’s true today. The #1 ingredient in Exclusive® Dog Food is savory, 
real meat. We’ve also added carefully-selected fruits, vegetables and wholesome grains 
- but left out corn, soy, wheat, artifi cial fl avors & preservatives. We have the Exclusive® 
Cat Food too!  Available exclusively at Horse ‘N’ Hound Feed ‘N’ Supply, 991 W. Ama-
dor St., Las Cruces, NM. 575-523-8790.  www.horsenhoundfeed.com
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PETS Do g, Crucesof

Please send photos of your favorite pets to:
photos@dogcruces.com

Do you have a story to tell 
about your pet?
Or possibly a great fictional 
story about a pet you want 
published?

We are leaving the gates
open to our Dog’Cruces
Community!
Submit your original, never
published writing (800-1,200 words) to
Dogcruces.submit.story@gmail.com
by May 31st for consideration.

**If you have a longer story you would like to 
submit for a feature article, please email us for 
details.

**Submissions are subject to editing.

Please include your contact
information. Article chosen will appear 
in our Fall 2019 issue of Dog’Cruces.



28   Dog ‘,Cruces          Winter 2019

Mom and Dad learned about this trail in a 
book titled: Day Hikes and Nature Walks 
in the Las Cruces – El Paso Area, written 
by Greg Magee, and published locally by 
Southwest Environmental Center. It’s a pretty 
decent and relatively detailed trail book. The 
directions provided to get to the trailhead are 
not bad, but according to Mom, the maps 
are a bit lacking because they do not take 
into account some important factors—like 
Customs and Border Patrol. We followed 
the directions provided in the book to get to 
the trailhead. And as we were driving by the 
backside of the Border Patrol check point 
on I-25, Dad said “It seems a little strange 
to be driving around the check point.” Well, 
apparently it was odd, and not five minutes 
later there were three border patrol vehicles 
chasing us down!  

Luckily, the agents were 
super nice and didn’t 
decide to haul Goober 
off and send her back to 
whatever strange alien 
planet she came from. 
They also told us a better 
way to get to where we 
were headed and avoid 

getting chased down next time. 

So, lesson learned! If you have this book, 
just verify the directions provided on a real 
map prior to hitting the road—there may be 
a better way to get there!

As we continue with Walter’s WAGacy 
via Walter’s Lunchbox, we appreciate the 
continued support and encouragement of 
the Dog’Cruces Community. Thank you for 
your cake orders and for purchasing Walter’s 
Lunchbox Treats from the local small busi-
nesses in our area. As you know, all profits 

from Walter’s Lunchbox are donated to 
local animal groups to help sup-
port the good work they do for 
our community.

We’re looking forward to the start 
of this new year—putting the 
sad memories of 2018 behind 
us while making some great new 
memories for 2019. I will let you 
in on all the fun to come, and 
show you the treats Mom makes 
for us to eat along the way!

YAPPY NEW YEAR!! I hope you peeps 
had a fantastic holiday and SantaPAWS 
was good to your pups. Well, we’re 

certainly happy to see 2018 come to an end. 
All of us certainly missed my Bro Walter this 
Christmas. I’m working hard to fill his role 
and be a PAWsome big brudder to my brat 
sister Goober (aka. Ginger).  

Walter’s favorite time of year was summer, 
but with my thick fur coat I love the winter 
best. Goober has to be bundled up in her 
fleecy dog jammies, doggie sweaters and 
coats, while I get to run around naked, as 
DOG intended!

This winter Goober and I got to go on some 
adventures with Mom and Dad. We hiked 
and explored areas we’d never been to 
before. One such place 
was Tonuco Mountain 
(also known as San 
Diego Mountain) located 
just north of town near 
Radium Springs.

This was a great day 
out with my family! 
We had wonderful NM 
hiking weather—cool 
and slightly overcast. Goober and I sported 
our daypacks. She carried all our water 
while I carried our snacks and the first aid 
kit. Of course, Mom and Dad each carried 
their own food, water, and emergency gear. 
We scrambled up steep rocks, across sandy 
arroyos, and wound our way through deep 
canyons.

Being the experienced outdoorsdog that I am, 
I led our pack—staying alert for impending 
danger around every corner. I spotted several 
cottontail rabbits, none of which Mom let me 
chase! Goober sniffed out leftover 
parts of some large flying critter 
with talons still intact, which she 
tried to eat before Mom ruined 
that for her, too. We also found 
some really cool petroglyphs and 
rock formations. We enjoyed a 
picnic lunch near the top before 
heading back along the trail. It 
was a nice, full day’s expedition 
with beautiful scenery, perfect 
weather, and no rattlesnake 
encounters!  

Onward & Upward into a New Year 

NOTE: ALWAYS consult with your veterinarian regarding in-
gredients, serving sizes, and special dietary requirements prior 
to changing your pet’s diet.

Combine all ingredients (PB for sweet or cream cheese for 
savory) together in a medium mixing bowl.  Shape into 
bite size balls depending on breed size.  

Conventional Oven:  Preheat oven to 350°F. Place balls in 
single layer on parchment lined baking sheet and bake for 
20 min until browned and cooked through. Cook time will 
depend on the size of meatballs.

Air fryer alternative:  Place balls 
in single layer of air fryer 

basket and cook at 
390°F for 10 min.  

Allow to cool 
before serv-
ing.  Store 
leftovers 
sealed in 

an airtight 
container in the 

refrigerator. 

1 Egg Yolk
2/3 C Cooked Rice
2 Tbsp All Natural Peanut Butter (for a 
sweet version)
2 Tbsp Cream Cheese (for a savory version)
1 Tbsp Dried Milk Powder

Mellow Mutt  
Macaroons

Sweet or Savory 
Rice Fritters

Preheat oven to 350°F. In large mixing bowl, beat bananas 
until smooth and even consistency. Mix in coconut flakes. 
In separate bowl, beat egg whites until soft peaks form. 
Fold egg whites into banana mixture. Using cookie scoop, 
place individual scoops on parchment-lined cookie sheet. 
Bake for 35 minutes or until evenly browned. Remove 
cookies from oven and allow to cool slightly before trans-
ferring to cooling racks.

While waiting for cookies to cool, melt carob chips and 
coconut oil in microwave, stirring every 30 seconds to 
ensure even melting. Dip cooled cookies into melted 
carob, coating the bottoms. Place on parchment paper to 
cool and harden before serving.  

Store leftovers 
sealed in an

airtight con-
tainer in the 
refrigerator.

4 Egg Whites
3 Overripe Bananas
2 C Natural Unsweetened Coconut Flakes
2 Tbsp Carob Chips
2 Tbsp Solid Coconut Oil

Walter’s  
    Lunchbox

by Buliwyf Dubbin
   (as told to Margaret Dubbin)

...as we were driving by the 
backside of the Border Patrol 
check point on I-25, Dad said 

“It seems a little strange to be 
driving around the check point.”

or
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Kat’s
   Korner

by Kat Lacy

O ver the last 20-plus years in the Pet 
Food Industry, we have toured a few 
manufacturing plants and have been 

lucky enough to see how the pet food we sell 
is made. It’s very important that the compa-
nies we represent have the highest standards. 
Our customers rely on us to do the research, 
check and recheck to be certain our suppli-
ers meet our strict guidelines. When we were 
invited to see the Fromm manufacturing plant 
in Wisconsin, we jumped at the opportunity. 
We have been selling Fromm Family Foods for 
over a decade and have experienced nothing 
but positive results from our customers and our 
own pets—and now we know why.

Upon arrival at the airport in Milwaukee, we 
were met by our driver, who quickly and cour-
teously swept us away to our lodging. Since 
we were the last to arrive (and had traveled the 
farthest distance) we settled into the Cedar-
burg Washington Inn weary from our trip. The 
next morning began a three-day whirlwind of 
activities, packed full of education about every 
aspect of Fromm Foods—from their early years 
of fox farming to the latest dog and cat food 
formulations, there was never a dull moment! 
We learned the Fromm Family was responsible 
for the development of the canine distemper 
vaccine and was the first company to make 
a bagged kibble for dogs and cats in the late 
1940s. Their research and development of diet 
and nutrition began in the very early days. The 
Fromm Family were ground-breakers in pet nu-
trition, and their integrity really shows through 
in their support of their customers and retailers. 

During our three-day stay, we attended semi-
nars in which we learned, step-by-step, how 
the extrusion process worked—we were even 
tested on what we learned after each seminar. 
Yikes! I’m glad we paid close attention! It was a 
treat to meet and talk with so many other small, 
independent pet store owners like ourselves, 
who share the same goals and dreams we do. 
We learned a lot from each other, as well as 
from the seminar classes. Whew!

This was our first trip to an actual cannery, 
and we got to talk to Fromm employees, all of 
whom love their jobs. Our guide, who was also 
the chief canner, smiled and joked the entire 
time. He was very proud of the product, the fa-
cility, and his bosses. It was clear that Fromm is 
not just a pet food manufacturing facility—but 
a family, in a true sense. 

Fromm Wisconsin, With Love
At the cannery, we learned how a new formula 
of canned food was developed and tested, 
and then witnessed the final processing into 
the cans. I felt a little like Laverne and Shirley 
(oops, just dated myself!). The food is cooked 
inside the cans, and each and every batch is 
tested. It was truly amazing to see the quality 
control that went into each batch—I would not 
hesitate to eat the Shredded Beef and Gravy 
canned food myself. We did eat the kibble 
during its different phases of cooking. It really 
wasn’t bad at all and was nice and warm. The 
fruits and vegetables went into the recipe right 
off the trucks—the same trucks that deliver the 
same fruits and vegetables to your local grocery 
stores! Fresh broccoli and carrots and sweet 
potatoes—every ingredient looked like it was 
just picked from the fields. And, of course, fresh 
blocks of meat also came directly off the trucks. 
No wonder our dogs drool when we prepare 
their meals! 

The hospitality extended to us by Fromm de-
cendents Bryan, Dan, and Alexis Nieman made 
us feel like part of the family. Sons Bryan and 
Dan are also master beer crafters, and part of 
our tour included fine brew pubs and samples 
of the best micro brews I’ve tasted. The Fromm 
Factory is located in the heart of Beer Country, 
and we were happy to try some of the local 
flavor! Our Hosts and Hostess went to great 
lengths to ensure our visit was memorable, with 
Bryan going so far as to discover every guest’s 
favorite music and create an album of those 
songs that played on our bus rides between 
stops. The family was engaging, funny, and 
genuinely interested in our stores and histories, 
as well.

Our experience with Fromm Family Foods 
strengthened our conviction that we sell one 
of the best pet foods in the country, if not the 
world. These products have the quality, integri-
ty, and sense of “family” that make us confident 
when recommending them to our local custom-
ers and their pets. Fromm truly supports the 
independent retailer and cares about what goes 
into each bag of kibble and every can of dog 
and cat food. Their customers matter to them, 
as ours do to us. We are delighted they are a 
part of our local independent store, and we are 
proud to offer Fromm Family Foods in the mix 
of quality pet foods we carry.

Kat Lacy is owner of Better Life Pet Foods
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Make a Difference

Adopt, Foster, Volunteer, Donate

2 Hearts 4 Paws Refuge 
575-642-9614 or 575-642-6589
email: twohearts4pawsrefuge@yahoo.com
www.2Hearts4PawsRefuge.com 

ACTion Programs for Animals (APA)
/Doña Ana Pets Alive! (DAPA) 
800 West Picacho, Las Cruces, NM 
575-644-0505 or 575-571-4654
email: mail@apalascruces.org 
www.ActionProgramsForAnimals.org

Animal Service Center 
of the Mesilla Valley (ASCMV) 
3551 Bataan Memorial West, Las Cruces, NM 
575-382-0018 
www.las-cruces.org/departments/ascmv

Broken Promises SW 
575-680-1955 or 575-915-7985 
www.facebook.com/HelpKittenArthur

Cat’s Meow Adoption Center 
2211 N. Mesquite, Las Cruces
640-0011 or 639-3036
www.TheCatsMeowLasCruces.com

Cherished K9 All Breed Rescue 
575-496-6085
email: cherishedk-9s@hotmail.com
www.CherishedK-9.com

Coalition for Pets and People
(Zero in 7)
575-386-9212
www.ZeroIn7.org

Deming Animal Guardians 
575-544-2209
www.DemingAnimalGuardians.org

Deming Animal Guardians
Sunshine Haven Intake Project & Rescue 
575-545-8862
www.DagShipRescue.com

Doña Ana County 
Humane Society (DACHS)
575-647-4808
www.DACHSLC.org

Forever Homes Animal Rescue 
email: foreverhomesar@aol.com
Facebook: NM Forever Homes Animal Rescue

Humane Society of Southern NM (HSSNM) 
/PetSmart Cat Adoption Center
575-523-8020
email: mail@hssnm.org
www.hssnm.org

Las Cruces Dog Park Coalition
PO  Box 13345, Las Cruces, NM 88013
575-520-4382
www.LCDogParkers.com

Safe Haven Animal Sanctuary (SHAS)
575-805-5338
email: info@SHASpets.com 
www.SHASpets.com

Spay/Neuter Action Program 
of Southern NM (SNAP)
2405 W. Picacho, Las Cruces, NM 88005 
575-524-9265
www.SnapNewMexico.org

Therapaws
575-524-2026
email: therapaws@gmail.com
www.TherapyDogs.com (parent organization)

Uncaged Paws, Inc.
Tails from the Shelter
575-323-1157
email: SavingLives@UncagedPaws.org
www.TailsFromTheShelter.org (rescue work)
Facebook: Tails from the Shelter, or
                 Tails to Freedom

L ocal Animal Organizations always need 
good people to help them meet their 
goals. Contact the groups below to see 

which one(s) would be the best fit for you!

Special Thanks to Super Volunteer 
Rick Hahn who has ALWAYS been willing 

to step up and help throughout the 
years!  Rick is currently fostering for 

Cherished K-9 All Breed Rescue, while 
also serving as Co-Chair for the Coalition 

for Pets and People.  He volunteers at 
microchip events with APA, in partner-

ship with the County ACES program, 
and works with SNAP doing spay/neuter 

outreach to the community.  

Special 
Donation 
Needed

TAX ID # 47-3947873

donations can be made:
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EMERGENCY
VET BILLS?

104 S. Water St.
(Downtown)

Las Cruces
575.523.5517

2607 N. Main St.
Las Cruces

575.527.1122

www.centralloancompany.com

Serving
Generations

For Over 60 Years Max cooper Canela lilly

WE CAN HELP!
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COMING SPRING 2019

Las Cruces Dock Diving 
& K9 Event Center

premiere indoor facility

TRAIN • LEARN • FUN

dockdivinglc.@gmail.com


