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Too Cool
for School . . .

Art &
Soul

Young artists and writers from
Alma d’ Arte Charter School put their
love of dogs into words and images.
Page 14

...or not. Read Karen Kendall ‘s
tongue-in-cheek reflections
on how her school days
prepped her for success.
Page 21

Have
a Heart

Don’t let parasites
worm their way into
your dog’s heart!
Prevention is
easy, safe and
100% effective.

Trap, Neuter,
Repeat
Broken Promises SW practices kinder,
gentler population control for feral cats.
Page 23
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PLUS. . . Hey—We’re Five Years Old! . . . Is That a Cat in the Pool? . . . Walter’s Take on Snakes . . . Fill in the Blank . . . and More!

All by t e and No Bark!

Dough-Mutt
Shop
The

now with

Gourmet DoG treats & Cakes

$ 595

ops
lapt
ting at

Gluten & Wheat Free Selection • Healthy & Tasty Options For Your Dog!

st

$ 495
star

FEATURED ITEMS & FLAVORS:
Dough Mutts & Paw Shaped Snacks
Both Mini & Regular Size

Peanut-Butter Pumpkin, Ginger Carrot,
Cinnamon Apple Bacon, Cheesy Peasie, Beefy Recipe

toapts
Desak
g
rtin

mookie
and

bella
approved!

Place an Order Through the Following:

thedoughmuttshop@gmail.com
www.facebook.com/TheDoughMuttShop

575-649-9998

Lightning Computer Systems

Visit our booth at the Farmer’s Market!

1067 N. Valley Dr. • 575527-5048

otuwring
N
Fea
$

6 OFF

LARGE BAG
OR

CASE OF CANS
Expires 10-15-16

365 Avenida de Mesilla • Las Cruces • 575 527-9265 • 315 Telshor Ste. C • Las Cruces • 575 556-9117
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Cinco de Dog’Cruces!

t doesn’t seem like 35 years have passed
since we published our first issue of
Dog’Cruces—but it probably would if I
were a dog.
As we mark our 5th human year anniversary,
I’ve been thinking back on some of my favorite stories featured over the last half-decade:
the ridealongs with the LCPD, DASO and
NMSU Police K-9s; being invited to Ft. Bliss
to watch Army and Border Patrol training;
the heartbreaking visit with Dr. Beth at the
Animal Services Center; and—near and dear
to my heart—two articles about the Mesilla
Valley Search and Rescue Dog Team.
And that’s just for starters—our first 20 issues
have covered topics as diverse as: dogfriendly BLM hiking trails; a US Paralympic
swimmer and her guide dog; a program
pairing shelter dogs with prisoners for training and socialization; and a reality TV star’s
new line of dog toys. And who could possibly
forget Cat’Cruces?
Since 2012, Summer issues of Dog’Cruces
have turned the spotlight on Phyllis Wright’s
AP English students, who pour their teenage
hearts and souls into original stories for our
reading pleasure. This year is no different.
Well...it’s a little different. This time, Phyllis’
writers share the stage with young artists
from Alma d’ Arte Charter School. We’ve
expanded our center spread from four pages
to five (pp14-18) so we can include two
works of prose and 11 works of art. “Midnight Blues,” an acrylic painting by Kira

Eby-Martin, graces our cover. I particularly
liked a mixed-media painting titled “Bark,”
(it’s made out of bark— get it?), so the artist,
Lydia Caroe, said I could have it. Thanks,
Lydia! I know it’s a dog, but it reminds me of
a howling wolf (Villalobos— get it?) and it will
hang proudly in my office!
Speaking of proud...last issue’s Search &
Rescue cover story featured a sidebar about
how two of the MVSAR dogs, Ruby and
Striking, have been training for Human
Remains Detection work. Well, their training
paid off last month when the dogs helped
divers locate a drowning victim under 40 feet
of water at Elephant Butte Lake. It really is
amazing what the canine nose can do, and
I’m so lucky to be able to work with these
furry little heroes. The NM State Police Dive
Team is pretty awesome, too.
I actually feel very lucky to be doing everything I do. When we started Dog’Cruces five
years ago, we had no idea what to expect
(or what we were doing, for that matter).
We wanted to spread the word about what
a great pet community we have here in the
Mesilla Valley, and to expand that community
by getting more people excited and involved.
Along the way, we’ve made great new friends
and built solid relationships with local businesses, animal advocacy groups, folks who
have volunteered their time and talent to
the magazine, people we’ve written articles
about, and lots and lots of Las Crucens who
now consider themselves Dog’Crucens. One
of the most satisfying things we’ve learned on

our journey is that kids love the magazine—and that’s a great sign for the future
of our pets and our community.
There’s still a lot more to do, though, as I was
reminded recently when I went to ASCMV
to pick up a little Golden mix who had been
dragged behind a vehicle because somebody
was angry, or careless, or thought it would be
funny. Luckily, the little guy is on his way to
making a full recovery— but so many abused
animals never will. I know we don’t like to
think about this, but it doesn’t just happen
“somewhere else.” It happens all around
us, all the time, right here. If you see any
evidence of abuse or neglect—report it! Our
community looks out for one another....
We here at Dog’Cruces love what we do—
we get to be silly, serious and sincere, after
all—and we’re grateful that so many of you
appreciate and support our efforts. Thanks
for a wonderful first five years—we hope to
be with you for many, many more!

Vic Villalobos
Mayor of Dog’Cruces

Write to us at:
Dog’Cruces Magazine
151 S. Solano, Suite E
Las Cruces, NM 88001
or email us at :
Vic@DogCruces.com
Dog‘Cruces Magazine

151 S. Solano • Suite E • Las Cruces, NM 88001

www.

575-528-8505

.com
Local Resources for:
Health, Nutrition, Adoption,
Lost & Found, Events
Log on & join
& Furry Fun!
the community today!

Publisher
Marla Honeycutt
Managing Editor/Mayor of Dog’Cruces
Vic Villalobos
Senior Editors
Charissa Paskowski, Jenifer Woods
Contributing Editor
Phyllis Wright
Graphic Artists
John Connell, Andie Fierro, Jenifer Woods
Advertising
Chris DiMora, Larry Lytle, Charissa Paskowski,
Wayne Sinclair, Michelle Sullivan, Vic Villalobos
Contributors
Susan Alderman, Margaret Dubbin, Karen Kendall, Kat Lacy,
Brandi Lucero, Charissa Paskowski, Dr. Scott Pirtle, Raini Schauer,
Vic Villalobos, Jess Williams, Phyllis Wright, Jenifer Woods
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FROZEN CUSTARD

Come try the Gizmo, Mango Dango and Strawana.
Free Poochie Cone with Purchase.

27 Handcrafted Ales & Lagers, Produced on Premises. Also, Awesome
Nachos, Burgers, Sandwiches & Homemade Root Beer Floats.

Mon-Sat: 11am - Midnight • Sunday: Noon - 11pm
Live Music Thur & Sat 8pm - 11pm

www.caliches.com

11AM - 10PM EVERY DAY!

www.highdesertbrewingco.com

Dogs Must Be Leashed. Thank You.

575-525-6752

575-647-5066 575-521-1161

590 S. Valley Dr. 131 Roadrunner Pkwy.
Las Cruces
Las Cruces

1201 W. Hadley Ave. • Las Cruces, NM

Now
Serving

Bring the Kiddos and
Well-Behaved dogs

575-524-0000

2190 Avenida de Mesilla • Mesilla, NM
MON-SUN: 8AM - 4PM • CLOSED TUESDAYS

Tue. - Fri. • 11am - 9pm
Sat. 10am - 9pm
Sun. 12pm - 5pm

Bring your favorite
pet and enjoy a delicious
meal and a cold beer on our outside
patio on Main Street.
24 New Mexico craft and domestic
beers on draft!!
Now serving breakfast on Saturdays.

www.lcmainstreetbistro.com

575-524-5977

139 N. Main Street • Las Cruces, NM
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• Mexican Hot Dogs,
Burgers & Top-Dog
Mexican Food.
• Big Selection of Draft &
Bottled Beer.
• Well-Behaved Pets on Leash
Always Welcome on Patio.

www.andelerestaurante.com

Open Daily • 11am-9pm

575-526-1271
1983 Calle Del Norte • Mesilla, NM

second
Say Hello To Man’s Best Friend.
Approved by man’s
STfriend!

BE

®

I-10 @ AVE de MESILLA • www.barnettslascruceshd.com • 575.541.1440

575-523-7900

NEW & USED FIREARMS!

Buy • Sell • Trade
Reloading Supplies
Ammunition • Shooting Supplies
Military Surplus
Layaway Available
Special Orders Welcome

Stop by and meet
Cano’s new buddy Kelba,
adopted from the
Animal Services Center!

S. Main St.

University Ave.

N

Bell St.
Union Ave.

3225 S. MAIN
LAS CRUCES, NM 88005
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Saturday, July 23rd

SHAS Adoption Event

Recurring &
Ongoing Events
SUMMER 2016
Red Brick Pizza Monthly Fundraisers
for HSSNM
Thursday, July 28th
Thursday, August 31st
Thursday, September 29th

PetSmart, 2200 E. Lohman from 11am-3pm.
For information call 408-529-1065 or
575-805-5338.

Saturday, July 30th

Mulligans Fore Mutts
4th Annual Mulligans Fore Mutts Golf Tournament with Entertainment from Chris Baker
at Picacho Hills Country Club. For more
information call APA at 575-644-0505 or see
the ad on page 27.

AUGUST

Red Brick Pizza, 2808 N. Telshor, from
11am-9pm. Social hour at 6pm. Must Mention “HSSNM” when placing your take-out
or dine-in order, and 15% of the proceeds
will be donated to the Humane Society of
Southern New Mexico.

DOGust Universal Birthday for rescued/shelter animals whose birthdays are unknown.

JULY

Monday, August 8th

Saturday, July 23rd

Low-Cost Dog & Cat Vaccination
Clinic and Micro-Chipping
Mesilla Valley Pet Resort, 2500 W. Amador,
Las Cruces from 9am-12noon. Sponsored
by ACTion Programs for Animals (APA). For
information call APA at 575-644-0505.

Monday, August 1st

Happy DOGust!

Restaurants for Rescues:
National Frozen Custard Day
Caliche’s Frozen Custard, 590 S. Valley Dr,
and 131 N. Roadrunner Pkwy. A portion of
the proceeds will be donated to APA. For
more information call APA at 575-644-0505.

Wednesday, August 17th

Yappy Hour
St. Clair Winery & Bistro, 1720 Avenida de
Mesilla, outside on the patio and lawn, start-

ing at 6pm. Free goodie bags for the dogs.
Food & drink menu available. $5 donation
at the door benefits DACHS and SNAP. Call
575-642-2648 for information.

Saturday, August 20th

4th Annual Bow Wow Swim Luau
Desert Hills Pool, 5800 La Reina (northeast of Doña Ana Exit 9). People and their
well-behaved, leashed dogs are invited to
attend a fun day of swimming, food, drinks
and live entertainment. Admission $10 per
person. Door prizes, prizes for dogs. Bring
your own towels, chairs optional. Proceeds
support APA. Contact Dee for information,
deedee08@q.com or 575-382-9508.

Saturday, August 20th

3rd Annual Paws ‘n Claws
Road Rally
Register at The Body Works, 124 Westgate
St. (9am-10am) for four different stops
around town and after-party at the Elks
Lodge, 3000 Elks Dr. $10 registration fee
benefits DACHS. Call 575-642-2648 for
information.

SEPTEMBER
Sunday, September 4th

Comedy Night
The Comic Strip, 1201 Airway Blvd, El Paso.
Join us for a night of comedy, with a portion
of the proceeds being donated to APA. For
more information call APA at 575-644-0505.

The Doña Ana County Humane Society ’s

2017 Pet Calendar & Planner

Immortalize your furry family members in this 200-page desktop calendar/planner benefitting DACHS!
Photos range in price from just $50 to $250, depending on placement. You can also
purchase business-card-size ads for just $50. Forms are available to download at
DACHSLC.org. Deadline for submitting photos is September 30.

Makes a “purrfect” gift for anyone who loves animals,
plus you help support our local Humane Society!

Dona Ana County Humane Society • P.O. Box 1176 • Las Cruces, NM 88004

Thanks in advance for supporting the DACHS Pet Calendar & Planner, your “famous” pets will be enjoyed by all!

575 - 642-2648 • dachslc@hotmail.com
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Monday, September 5th

Saturday, September 24th

Dog Days at Horse ’N’ Hound

Restaurants for Rescues:
National Cheese Pizza Day
Papa Murphy’s Take ‘N’ Bake Pizza, 540
Walton Blvd, Las Cruces. A portion of the
proceeds will be donated to APA. For more
information call 575-644-0505.

Wednesday, September 7th

Restaurants for Rescues:
National Beer Lover’s Day
High Desert Brewing Co, 1201 W. Hadley
Ave, Las Cruces. A portion of the proceeds
will be donated to APA. For more information call APA, 575-644-0505.

Saturday, September 10th

Donation Drive
Donation Event to benefit Safe Haven
Animal Sanctuary (SHAS) at Valley Walmart
from 10am-2pm.

Wednesday, September 21st

Yappy Hour
St. Clair Winery & Bistro, 1720 Avenida de
Mesilla, outside on the patio and lawn, starting at 6pm. Free goodie bags for dogs. Food
& drink menu available. $5 donation at the
door benefits DACHS and SNAP. Call 575642-2648 for information.

Horse ’N’ Hound Feed N Supply, 991 W.
Amador Ave, Las Cruces. Borderland Barn
Hunt demo. Bring your dog out and get
some tips and tricks on training, nutrition,
spay/neuter, flea and tick control, and enjoy
some demonstrations. Call 575-523-8790 for
more information and RSVP on the Horse
‘N’ Hound Facebook page.

OCTOBER

Wednesday, October 19th

Yappy Hour
St. Clair Winery & Bistro, 1720 Avenida de
Mesilla, outside on the patio and lawn, starting at 6pm. Free goodie bags for the dogs.
Food & drink menu available. $5 donation
at the door benefits DACHS and SNAP. Call
575-642-2648 for information.

Restaurants for Rescues:
National Pizza Month

Saturday, October 22nd

Papa Murphy’s Take ‘N’ Bake Pizza, 540
Walton Blvd, Las Cruces. A portion of the
proceeds will be donated to APA. For more
information call 575-644-0505.

Wild Birds Unlimited, 2001 E. Lohman, from
11am-3pm.

SHAS Adoption/Donation Event

Sunday, October 23rd

Pits for Peace & Pizza Fest

Saturday, October 8th

Crusin’ for Critters
7th Annual Charity Run. Proceeds benefit
APA. All modes of transportation are welcome.
For more information, call 575-644-0505.

Sunday, October 9th

SHAS Open House/Reunion
Safe Haven’s Annual Open House and
Reunion at the Sanctuary, 6890 Eagle Rd.
12noon-4pm. For more information call 408529-1065 or 575-805-5338.

5th Annual Pits for Peace Fest and Pizza Fest
(new this year!) at Picacho Peak Brewing Co.,
3900 W. Picacho Ave, Las Cruces. Celebrating Pit Bull Awareness Month and the loving,
peaceful nature of all dogs. For more information call APA at 575-644-0505.

Saturday, October 29th

Halloween Photo Booth Event
Safe Haven Thrift Store, 840 El Paseo, from
10am-2pm.

For a complete calendar of events, visit DogCruces.com. List is updated as events are announced.

Your

Best Friends ’
Best Friend!
Quality Pet Care
IN YOUR OWN HOME
In Business Since 2004
Fully Licensed, Insured & Bonded
Proud Member of:

Visit Us Online

Pet Sitting

Pet Taxi
Dog Walking
Overnight Stays

blueribbonpetsitting.biz • petstr4u@aol.com • 575 523-8723
Dog‘,Cruces
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Big or Small,
We Love Them All!!
Cherished K-9 rescues and re-homes
neglected, abused and abandoned dogs.

#100CK9Heros

We are looking for 100 donors to donate $25.00 per month to help
sustain rescue in the southern New Mexico/El Paso regions. This will
help with food and emergency medical care for almost 100 dogs per
year. Become a hero today! Thank you!!!

Fine Embroidery of

Caps, Jackets, & Shirts

Business • Clubs
Schools

575.524.2590
440 E. Foster • Las Cruces, NM
Visit us at: www.HoopTDudesinc.com

Mail a check to: Cherished K-9 All Breed Rescue
P.O. Box 13385, Las Cruces, NM 88013
or donate online today: www.cherishedk-9.com/donate.html

Congratulations!

My wife and I would like to say goodbye
to our puppy Lola. She brought a dog’s
unconditional love into our house.

Leticia Martinez

Leticia has once again
qualified for the US
Paralympics National
Swim Team! She and
her guide dog, Philly,
will join Team USA
in Rio de Janiero
September 7 – 18 to
go for the gold!

Also, we would like to thank our friends Joseph, Wayne,
and Vic for being there for Lola while we were away.
And, for our friends’ well wishes and condolences.
Leticia and Philly
were featured
in Dog’Cruces’
Spring 2015
issue.

You can help Leticia
and her family
get to Rio by
purchasing a
“Team Martinez”
T-Shirt from
Sports Accessories’
Booster Club website, listed below.

Dog‘,Cruces

Lola
“Get it girl!”

boosterclubsales.com/?portfolio=us-paralympics-team-martinez
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We want to thank Getz Funeral Homes’ Forever Friends
for taking such wonderful care of our Lola. You were
extremely polite and caring of what we were going through
with our loss. You truly care and it shows.

Summer 2016

Love,
John & Heather

• Training Classes

(All Classes Are 8 Week Sessions)
Classes Start Week Of Sept. 12-17
Call For Schedule
Puppy Manner, Beginners Obedience,
Advanced Obedience, Rally Obedience,
Agility (Beginners, Intermediate &
Advanced) Competition Level Obedience.

• Pet Boarding
• Doggie Day Care
• Grooming

Call for details

Karen Kendall Owner/Instructor
1646 Mahaney •

575-525-8065

• Las Cruces, NM

In Las Cruces

PC and Mac Service

R,
O
I
N
SE DENT,
STUAND SS
INE !
S
U
B UNTS
W
E
N ISCO
D
Computer Optimization, Hard Drive Virus Cleaning
HDD Crash Data Recovery, Automatic Data Backup
Custom Built Computers & Refurbished Systems
A Division of
Holton Enterprises, Inc.

575-527-8190
Dog‘,Cruces
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10%

*

Getting to the Heart of

OFF for
DogCruces’

E

verything you need to know about
heartworms can be summarized in one old
adage: an ounce of prevention (or in this
case, a few micrograms) is worth a pound of
cure (or a vial of arsenic!).

Readers

EASYLAWN
synthetic grass and putting greens

www.easylawnco.com
The BEST in Synthetic Lawns and Putting Greens!

EASYLAWN provides a maintenance and drought-free alternative
to natural grass. We pride ourselves on offering a wide variety of
the latest products available, backed with the best warranties
in the business. They’re guaranteed to look great year ‘round,
regardless of the season or weather conditions.

PLUS COMPLETE LANDSCAPING!

Yard Clean-Up, Weekly Maintenance,
Landscaping, Design, and So Much More!
We Can Handle Your Yard!

EASYLAWN
synthetic grass and putting greens

www.easylawnco.com

LAS CRUCES
SOUTHERN NEW MEXICO

(575) 521-2108
521-2108
*Must ask for discount at time of initial inquiry.
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microscopic larva (called microfilaria) into the
dog’s bloodstream. The number of larva can
vary from dog to dog, and can even fluctuate
in number throughout the day—increasing during dawn and dusk periods when mosquitoes
are most active. When a mosquito feeds on a
Ok...so I’m making a point, not making light
dog, it acquires some of the microfilaria. These
of the subject, but I certainly want to remind
microfilaria change into larvae (within the
everyone—this disease is completely
mosquito) in order to be infectious to another
preventable!
dog. When the mosquito feeds on another dog,
some of the larva enter
There are enough unthe puncture site. Once
known and unpreventinside a dog’s body,
able problems for our
the larvae go through
dogs to deal with—it
a number of changes
makes sense, then, to
during migration, evenprotect them from preA mosquito ingests
tually arriving in the
heartworm
microfilariae
ventable diseases with
heart and pulmonary
after drinking blood of
a medication that has
infected animal.
arteries as Stage 5,
proven itself safe and
Young Adult Hearteffective over many
worms. This process
years, hundreds of
takes anywhere from
thousands of dogs, and Adult heartworms
five to eight months.
produce
millions of doses.

The Heartworm
Life Cycle!

microfilariae in

An infected mosquito
your pet’s blood.
Heartworm prevention
feeds on your pet,
Heartworms are exactly
focuses on these larval
depositing microfilariae
what the name implies:
into the wound.
stages. Very low doses
parasites that live withof a group of drugs
Microfilariae
in the right side of the
develop into
called avermectins can
heart and in the pulmolarvae within
kill the first stages of
your
pet’s
tissues.
nary arteries traveling
larva that infect the dog
to the lungs. The longer
after a mosquito transLarvae grow
these parasites reside
into adult
mits the parasite.Only
worms,
and
in a dog’s heart, or the
these early stages are
the migration
Adult
greater their numbers,
to the heart
affected, thus the preheartworms
begins...
the more pathology
infest your
ventative medications
pet’s heart,
they tend to create.
must be given every 30
®
causing
Symptoms include
damage.
days in order to kill any
difficulty breathing,
recently-acquired larva.
coughing, weakness or
So, in reality, we aren’t preventing a dog from
intolerance of physical activity, and sometimes
exposure to heartworms, but rather are blocking
fluid accumulations in the abdomen, pneumothe development of the larvae from their early
nia, and heart failure. Adult heartworms are up
stages to the dangerous adult worms in the
to 12-14 inches long and about the diameter
heart—the stage that causes the symptoms of
of a pencil lead. Dogs are the definitive host for
heartworm disease.
heartworms (though cats can also be infected),
It is important to understand that heartworms
and in some cases may harbor a small number
cannot be detected by a test until they have
of worms for years with minimal symptoms.
reached the adult stage in the heart. A dog
Again, worm burden and duration tend to
could have larval stages migrating through
cause the major issues.
its body for months as an undetectable and
How does a dog acquire heartworms? Unasymptomatic infection—but they could still be
derstanding the heartworm life cycle is key to
far enough along in their development that they
understanding how the disease is transmitwould not be killed by the monthly preventative
ted, and also how we prevent it. Mosquitoes
medication. This is why your veterinarian may
transmit heartworms. If a dog is infected with
suggest a second heartworm test for your dog
adult heartworms, they will normally produce
even if a first test was negative.

,
The Vet s View FRAME
by

Heartworm Disease
Here is a quick summary for preventing
heartworms and what your veterinarian may
suggest:
For puppies and young
dogs under six to eight
months of age, your
veterinarian may start
prevention without a
heartworm test. He or
she may suggest your
dog be tested in a few
months, depending on
the age when the dog
started the preventative.

mosquitoes year ‘round in Las Cruces, and it
is possible for your dog to be infected at any
time—not just in the heavy mosquito months
during warm weather.

Do not discontinue [heartworm]
preventative during cooler months
when you assume mosquitos are
not present. We can have mosquitos
year ‘round in Las Cruces, and it is
possible for your dog to be infected
at any time...

Dogs over about six
months should have a heartworm test before
starting preventative. It may be a good idea
to keep these dogs on a monthly preventative
but test them again in six to eight months.
A dog that has been on preventative but has
a short gap in coverage should be placed
back on preventative and tested in six to eight
months.
Dogs with longer gaps in preventative should
be tested, restarted on preventative, and
retested in six to eight months.
Monthly preventative should be administered
all year long. Do not discontinue preventative during cooler months when you assume
mosquitoes are not present. We can have

These are merely some
rough guidelines—they
do not cover all scenarios. Please check with
your veterinarian for his
or her advice given your
dog’s unique situation.

Finally, what if your
dog tests positive for
heartworms? This question is really one for
your veterinarian. Heartworm disease can be
treated with an injectable arsenical medication.
However, this needs to be administered after
careful evaluation of the stage and severity of
a dog’s individual infection. To get back to our
original theme...it’s better to prevent than to
have to treat!
If your dog isn’t on heartworm prevention,
please make an appointment with your veterinarian soon for a simple blood test performed
in the office, while you wait. Hopefully, in a
few minutes you will have the peace of mind
of knowing your pet is free of a dangerous
disease—and that you can prevent it from this
point forward. It doesn’t matter what brand you
use or whether you choose chewable, topical or
injectible medications—they all work!

Heartworm Incidence
2013

Every three years, the American
Heartworm Society (AHS) gathers
data on heartworm testing to understand
the impact heartworm is having nationwide,
as well as in specific regions. Testing data from
thousands of veterinary practices and shelters is
used to create a detailed map showing the average
number of heartworm-positive cases per clinic.

Special
Moments
the

Dr. Scott Pirtle, DVM

Time
Stands Still
and

382 S. Walnut
Las Cruces, NM 88007

575.526.4048

www.organmountainphotos.com
© American Heartworm Society
www.heartwormsociety.org
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Toby’s Got
a Girlfriend!
by Jess
The shared goal of the shelter and all
the animal-welfare groups in Doña
Ana County is to arrive at a point—
sooner rather than later— when no
healthy, adoptable animal will have
to be killed at our shelter. To get
there, we really need to change the
way we look at companion animals
in this part of the world.
Here’s my short list of things we
need to do to get where we’re going:

I

t would be an overstatement to
say that I am not allowed to visit
Horse‘N’Hound without bringing Toby
along, but it would be absolutely accurate to say that if I fail to bring him, I will
get The Look of Shame from Lorrie Hedman.
Lorrie and Toby have a mystical relationship.
Sometimes he runs right up to her and they
both pretend I’m invisible for a while. Other
times he plays hard to get with her, which
inevitably ends when she goes to wherever
the treats are stashed. The minute she heads
down that aisle, he takes off after her, and
then they both pretend I’m invisible while
they bond yet again.
I don’t mind at all. I just go about my shopping until it’s time for Lorrie to come back
and ring up the sale, at which time Toby eats
his treat on the carpet by my feet.
During this segment of the transaction, Lorrie and I get caught up. She tells me stories
about other regular customers who are
mutual friends. There’s almost always a story
or two about Emmy “Ma” Harvey.
During a recent visit—after the requisite
Toby/Lorrie courtship—she asked my advice
about what kind of dog she should get. I
immediately told her I don’t care what kind
of dog she gets as long as she gets it from the
Animal Services Center of the Mesilla Valley,
because they’re bursting at the seams over
there every day with adorable, adoptable
animals of every kind and combination.

12 Dog‘,Cruces

Summer 2016

1. Every pet should be spayed or
neutered. We don’t need any more
puppies or kittens in Doña Ana
County. Too many people have the
attitude that if their dog has a litter and
they can’t give away or sell all of them,
they’ll just take the unwanted ones up to
the shelter. That’s a bad plan for everyone, especially the abandoned critters.
Besides, fixed animals generally have
much better dispositions. The shelter
offers affordable surgeries every single
week. Just call them at (575) 382-0018
to make an appointment!
2. Every pet should be micro-chipped. Pets
who get out of their yards and picked
up by Animal Control have a much
higher chance of going home (rather
than going to the shelter) if the officer
can scan the chip in the field and take
the animal directly home. The thing pet
owners must remember, however, is that
the information on the microchip has to
be kept up to date to be useful. If you
change your address or phone number,
make sure the microchip is updated with
that information.
3. Every pet should be licensed. Both Doña
Ana County and the City of Las Cruces
have mandatory licensing for all companions dogs, cats and rabbits. If your
pets are fixed, the licenses are only $7
a year. If you insist on having an intact
animal, the licensing fee is $50 a year.
4. Every pet should be up to date on its
vaccinations. We don’t have a rabies
problem in Doña Ana County, but that

Williams

could change. Vaccinations help keep
our pets and our communities safe all
year round.
5. Every pet should have lots of human interaction on a regular basis (think about
Toby and Lorrie!), as well as adequate
food, water and protection from the
elements. In an ideal world, there would
be no pets ever on chains and tethers,
but in the communities we live in, those
households that do employ chains and
tethers are bound by restrictions designed to minimize the resulting trauma
on the animal.
By the time you read this, Lorrie likely will
have found her version of Toby. Hers is a
kind and happy heart, so I don’t worry one
bit about whether her pets will get the love
and care they deserve. I’m sure she’ll spoil
her critters nearly as rotten as Toby is spoiled.
If I can rally her— and all of you—to rally
your families, friends and neighbors to consistently do the right things by their pets, then
we can transform this community’s idea of
what the shelter is—and we can make it a
shelter that the country looks to as a model.
Moreover, our community at large can
become a model for best practices in pet
ownership. We’re worthy of it, but our pets
are literally dying every day until we pull
together to make it happen.
Jess Williams is a not-voting member of the
Animal Services Center of the Mesilla Valley
board of directors, representing the Doña
Ana County Manager’s Office. Lorrie Hedman is a delightful employee
among
many at
Horse ‘N’
Hound.
Toby is an
8-year-old
Yorkshire
terrier who
owns Jess
and has Lorrie
wrapped around
his dew claw.

Patina
Home

Always Different. Always Unique.
Always Affordable.
Shabby Chic • Urban Farm • French Country
Vintage • Antiques • Imports • Lighting
Up-Cycled Furniture • Delightful Accessories

300 N. Main Street • Downtown Las Cruces

575.524.1061

Beverly CHavez Floyd

Beverly@PatinaHomelC.Com

Caring For Those Who Have Spent a Lifetime Caring For You.

BURIAL & CREMATION SERVICE
Losing a FAMILY
FRIEND is never easy.
• Pet Cremation
• Pick-Up Available
• Private or Communal
• Urns & Jewelry
Available

1420 E Bowman Ave
Las Cruces, New Mexico
(575) 524-2427
8:00AM - 5:00PM
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Galería
de Doggi es

Alma d’ Arte Charter High School is an arts-based secondary school that integrates
the visual, performing, literary and culinary arts into academic content areas.
It is housed in the historic Court Jr. High School, a Works Progress Administration
(WPA) project built on the site of the original Doña Ana County Court House.
For this issue of Dog’Cruces, students were invited to submit not only short stories,
but also, for the first time, art projects designed to celebrate dogs (and cats)!
Award-winning artists and writers worked in Ms. Sherry Doil-Carter’s art classes,
Ms. Aubrey De Cheubell’s ceramics classes, and my AP English classes
to share their visions of puppy love. Enjoy!

— Phyllis Wright

“UNTITLED”
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by Marisella Torre
ceramic vessel
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“SPEED”

by Kira Eby-Martin
mixed media paper collage

Kafka’s Iselder
by Raini Schauer

My weary eyes opened to the pastel blue hue of early morning light peering through the dusty shutters of my bedroom window. My
girlfriend had gone to work, leaving behind nothing more than a small, softly rounded outline on the sheets next to me. I groaned
as I sat up, keeping my eyes fixed on the large matted quotation hanging on the bleak white wall. “Happiness can be found even
in the darkest of times, if one only remembers to turn on the light,” its “inspirational” words read. She bought it for me when I was
diagnosed with depression last year, in hopes that the inspiration derived from Harry Potter would reassure me everything was going to be okay. It certainly tried, ever resiliently.
As my feet hit the cool tile, they moved with intense procrastination as they trudged forward and carried my small frame the 18 feet
to the bathroom. I hit play on the stereo and Pink Floyd’s Comfortably Numb began its six-minute story, the calming tune leaking
softly out of the ancient speakers, subduing the tremors flowing through my body. I grabbed the pillbox containing my three pills for
Wednesday and poured a small amount of water. Sip of water, Pill. Sip of water, Pill. Sip of water, Pill.
I stared at myself with abhorrence and disdain. I tried to be happy. I tried to feel normal. Everything around me just made me hate
myself more. Sad, alone, anxious.
The pills made their way to my head. I have become comfortably numb.
My eyes opened with hesitance as I glanced at my figure in the mirror. The fluorescent lights cast a dull shine over my dark brown
hair, and washed-out my already malnourished form. I bit my lower lip as I looked myself in my gray eyes. “You’ve made it this
far,” I told myself, saturated with disdain.
I turned on the shower and stepped in. The water was painfully cold, but I stood there anyway, hoping that if I left it turned to “hot”
long enough, maybe it’d get there eventually.
By the time I got out, I was thankful for the burned red patches on my skin. At least I was feeling something.
Stepping from my scalding shower, I walked towards the mirror to examine my red body, my frail figure hanging unwillingly in front
of me.
My mind went blank for a second as my nose picked up a sharp smell coming from the other room. Cold and metallic. I shut my
eyes and tried to imagine what it might be. The small apartment was completely empty, the only sounds resonating from the ancient blue Frigidaire humming away in the kitchen and the light drip from the faucet of the recently used shower. Some primal urge
swelled inside me, and I left my monotonous routine to investigate, approaching the pale blue ‘fridge with an animalistic tenacity. I
noticed it looked different. The pale blue morning light was casting its glimmer across the apartment; yet everything appeared dull
and gray to me, the vivacity of my apartment slowly diminishing.
Not finding a satisfactory resolution to the cause of the mysterious smell, I decided to return to my rituals, beginning with getting
dressed. Right leg, left leg, underpants. Right leg, left leg, I pulled up my pants, and noticed that my freshly shaved legs had grown
back their hair with ferocity. Darkness fell over my anxious heart, and the texture of the hair against my jeans sent me into a panic
attack. I began to pant, and as I fell to the floor, all went dark. You are only coming through in waves, your lips move, but I can’t
hear what you’re saying.
I awoke to the sound of her voice. She was calling me. She was staring straight at me, but she was calling me. Could she not see
me? She kneeled down on the bathroom floor and patted my head. “Hello, who are you?” she asked in a high voice. I tried to
reply but a deep, echoing bark replaced my normally light voice. Confused, I stood. I turned to the mirror, and I saw myself. I was a
dog. A rather beautiful German Shepherd, standing tall, proud and resilient.
A couple hours passed. She and I sat together on the sofa, watching TV, and she held me just like she always did—I guess she was
waiting for me to come home from work. When dinner rolled around, she made food for both of us, and when bedtime came, she
called me up to cuddle with her.
Somewhere in my heart I think she knew it was me. She spoke to me as if I were still a human, we went on walks together, she took
care of me, she was my best friend, and I was hers. We went for rides, my beautiful brown shepherd coat flowing out of the small car
window, my tongue trailing in the breeze. Every single night we went together to see what was happening in this dusty old town.
I was happy for the first time in my life. Several years later, as my life was drawing to a close, I realized that my heart had been
happy every single day since I’d become a dog. My humanity had been wasted on me. My heart was meant for love, love for her,
love for my world, love for the way it felt to run and feel the grass in-between the pads of my feet, and love for curling up next to
someone and comforting her. Because every night until my very last night, I was happy to have her come home to me. Life as a
dog is what I must have always been intended for. An outward reflection of the desire for carefree happiness, deeply imbedded in
my canine heart. Being with her, being the epitome of happiness was all I ever could want.
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“BARK”

by Lydia Caroe
Mexican Elder bark and
acrylic on canvas board

“BEGGING FOR THE STARS”
by Kira Eby-Martin
acrylic on paper
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“PICK ME”
by Marina
Vasconcellos
Dog‘,Cruces
Summer 2016
pen and watercolor on paper

“CAT BUTT”

by Brooklyn Guzman
ceramic sculpture

The Mythical String of fate
by Brandi Lucero

To Bailey, everything appeared in shades of gray. Unlike others who may be able to see some color, his world was monochromatic.
The sky was a medium gray, the clouds were white, and the sun was a light gray. Everything was plain and dull.
Except for the red string around one of his ankles.
For some reason, it was the only spot of color he could see. The string always tailed behind him and never seemed to get caught on
anything. He had no idea why it was there or for how long it had been attached to him. Sometimes he even forgot it was there, but
whenever he felt particularly lonely, he felt a small tug on the string. Despite his normal curiosity, Bailey never bothered to follow the
string, because he felt it would only end in disappointment. He knew what that was like, and he wasn’t going to try his luck.
When Bailey was really young and very cute, he’d had a family; but, when he began to grow older, that changed. They threw him
out on the streets when he wasn’t as small and cute as he had been. The only thing they ever gave him was his name.
The streets weren’t the best place to live, but he always thought it could be worse. For weeks he’d wandered the city, eating scraps
wherever he could find them while trying to avoid Animal Control. Some days were easier than others. He’d recently been sleeping
inside a ratty, but dry, toilet paper box behind a Target, before the store manager forced him out to throw the box in the dumpster.
Bailey had since been wandering the alleys, looking for somewhere safe and dry to escape an approaching thunderstorm, when he
heard someone sobbing in the distance. At the same time, he felt a tug on the red string—stronger than ever before—in the direction of the crying.
He tried not to follow it, knowing very well it could end badly. But his curiosity overthrew any common sense, and he let the string
guide him toward the sound. The gray rain began to pour down on him, but the red string seemed to grow brighter as he walked.
Eventually, he ended up in a park and saw a girl sitting on a bench, curled into a ball, crying.
Bailey sidled up to her and just stared for a minute. She didn’t seem to notice the red string that tied them together—or maybe she
was just too distraught to care. He walked closer and touched her hand softly with his cold nose.
She looked up, startled, but she relaxed when she saw Bailey. She reached out and put her hand on his head. “Hey, puppy,” she
sniffled a bit and gave him a watery smile. “Why is a little guy like you wandering around in this weather?” She just scratched behind his ears, not really expecting an answer.
Bailey couldn’t understand what she was saying, but he loved the sound of her voice. And, while she looked upset, he knew in his
heart she wasn’t going to hurt him. For some reason, the moment they touched, he knew he could trust her. He nuzzled his head
into her hand. He never wanted to leave her.
She wiped her eyes and stood up, “Well, thank you for cheering me up. I needed that after getting fired,” she said, bending down to
scratch him behind the ears again, “but I should be getting back to my apartment.” She started to walk away, muttering something
about “rent.”
Not understanding her words, Bailey tilted his head in confusion, and noticed something wonderful —he was beginning to see
shades of blue and yellow. Color! He had no idea how this was possible, but he knew it had everything to do with this girl. So he
followed.
The girl kept walking, not noticing him beside her, until he reached up and licked her hand. She nearly jumped a mile high while letting out a shriek, “Oh, sweetie, are you still here? You should go home!” She smiled a bit before frowning, noticing his naked neck,
then giving him a soft look. “You don’t have a home, do you?” She smacked herself lightly on her forehead and exclaimed, “Of
course you don’t. What a silly question.” The girl looked contemplative for a second and studied him, “I suppose if you had a name,
you couldn’t tell me, right?” She shook her head, laughing slightly. “Another silly question. How about I name you. Honey...do you
like that?” She bent down and stroked his tangled, amber fur. “Honey.”
Honey still didn’t quite understand, but the girl kept repeating “Honey” and he loved the sound of it. He licked her face with enthusiasm. She laughed and wiped at the slobber, “I’ll take that as a yes. Well, hello, Honey, I’m Hestia.” He decided he really liked when
she smiled at him.
Honey followed Hestia back to her cozy, clean apartment. He stayed for a day, then two, and then her apartment became their
home, something he thought he would never have again.
To Honey, everything appeared in shades of blue and yellow. The sky was blue, the clouds were white, and the sun was yellow.
But with the bright string wound around their ankles and Hestia by side, red would always be his favorite color.
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“UNTITLED”

by Destiny Diaz
colored pencil

“UNTITLED”

by Isaac Valente
ebony pencil

“GOOD DOG”

by Marina Vasconcellos
pen and watercolor on paper
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by Marissa Ambd
ceramic vessel

Your PET SPACE
CAGE-FREE BOARDING
WORLD

Mention this ad
Prepay for 6 Days of Boarding
& Receive

in Las Cruces and
Surrounding Area

Use anytime, does not have to be
consecutive. Expires 09-30-16

OUTof this

Pet Services

1 DAY FREE

Daycare • Dog Walking
In-Home Pet Sitting • Pet Transportation
Staff Certified In Canine/Feline CPR & First Aid

575.652.4404
www.YourPetSpace.com

3920 W. Picacho Ave
at Dickerson’s

MADE FRESH
UPON ORDERING

No Wheat! No Corn!
No Artificial Colors!
No Soy! Gluten Free!
DOG TREATS WITH PUMPKIN • LIVER & CRANBERRY STIX
NEW!! SWEET POTATO CAROB CAKE WITH FROSTING

To Order Please Call

575.640.3424

email: mldubbin@gmail.com
All Proceeds Benefit Area Rescues & Animal Charities
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RUFF COUNTRY

DOGGIE DAYCARE
& BOARDING
1125 E. O’Hara Rd

Located at I-10, Exit 162 (Anthony Gap)

Heading to the
El Paso Airport?

!
LET’S

PLAY!

!

20%
OFF

Drop off & pick up 24/7!

Curbside service available
Shaded grass area for group play
Climate-controlled kennels
Indoor play area
Convenient for commuters too
To Las Cruces

Contact owners

JULY
Jan & Jerry Settles
THROUGH for a tour
SEPTEMBER! RuffCountryNM.com
Anthony Dr.

460

Mention this ad.

162
404

E. O’Hara Rd.

N

162

575-644-4562

To El Paso

save lives,
fix your pets!
25

$

for Cats

35

$

for Dogs*
The percentage of animals put to death in 2014 decreased, but
we still need community support to keep the momentum going!
Help us with the over-population in Doña Ana County by spaying
and neutering your pets and putting a stop to unwanted litters!

575-524-9265

www.snapnewmexico.org
2405 W. Picacho (across from Peddler’s Pavillion)
*For lower income families in Doña Ana County.
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B OW WOW BLENDS!
or “A New Trick for an Old – or Young – Dog”

by Ruff Barkhard

Something’s barking – Bow Wow Blends
In the Mesilla Valley – talk about trends.
It’s a brand new product — a Power Fruit Smoothie –
A special dog treat that you’ll find trustworthy.
Add some nutrients to your canine’s daily fare;
Show Rex and Rover that you really care.
Do Bow Wow Blends support your dog’s digestion?
They most certainly do, without any question!
Poor Ruby had gastrointestinal issues,
So Shannon thought, instead of tissues,
She’d concoct a blend to treat her pup,
And Bow Wow Blends is with what she came up!
Pumpkin, bananas, healthy blueberries,
Carrots with vitamins – also cranberries.
No preservatives – an all-natural blend –
It’s the best thing going for man’s best friend.
The New Mexico Department of Agriculture
Aided Shannon in developing the brand’s infrastructure.
NMDA approved the Bow Wow Blends label,
So now you can put it on your dog’s table!
Bow Wow Blends also had help
From MVEDA and Arrowhead Center – woof! yelp!
CrucesKick enabled her business to expand,
To promote the product and image and brand.
Shannon met the guidelines to bring her product out –
And now it’s on the market! Have no doubt!
Where can you get it? Toucan Market –
Drive there today in your car and park it,
Walk right in – ask for it by name –
Bow Wow Blends – it’s growing in fame.
They sell it at Andele’s Dog House, of course;
Mountain View Market is another source.
Head on over with your pooch or spouse –
Get Bow Wow Blends at Karen’s Animal House.
Go to the plaza – the Mesilla Valley Store,
Or Horse ‘n’ Hound Feed ’n’ Supply if you want more.
Better Life Pet Foods locations have it, too,
As well as Your Pet Space – it’s neat! It’s new!
Yes, Bow Wow Blends – let your dog try it!
An exceptional supplement that’s good for their diet –
So buy this local tasty treat for man’s best friends.
Try some today – Bow Wow Blends!

Workin ,’
Like a Dog
Everything I Know About Working Like a Dog I Learned in School

E

verything I ever needed to know about
“Working Like a Dog” I learned while I was
in school. Let me explain….

Physics: Basic Physics taught me how to pack
all the equipment necessary to be successful
showing dogs. For example, assume I am showing five dogs. I’ll need to fit all five dogs, ten
crates, two grooming tables, a tackle box with
clippers, scissors, tools, shampoo, conditioners,
at least two containers with towels, paper towels,
a radio (for the dogs’ listening enjoyment,
of course), two chairs, dog food, dog water,
suitcases, and the ever-important ice chest into a
vehicle designed for a family of five.
Home Economics: Thank goodness I learned
how to mend a torn skirt so that everyone would
not discover what color underwear I had on!
Knowing how to sew also came in handy when
I dropped my show jacket—with the liver bait
in the right hand pocket—on top of the dog’s
crate. I was surprised to learn that dogs can pull
an elephant through the bars of a dog crate if
they are hungry enough. Shouldn’t that have
been taught in Physics class? Not to worry...with
the power of Home Economics, I was able to
stitch that pocket back up and allow the show to
go on. Stupid handler!
Cooking and cleaning were also key skills I acquired in Home Ec. Oh, not cooking for myself,
but for the dogs! Making liver treats for show bait
is an unappreciated art—as is convincing onesself that cheese, beef jerky and grape juice is a
“gourmet” meal for the handler. And, as for my
cleaning skills...I can make a crate that housed a
dog with severe stomach distress look new again
with just a 16-ounce bottle of water and a roll of
paper towels!

checkbook—much less pay quarterly estimated taxes and monthly
gross receipts tax. OK, maybe some
of the credit goes to Computer
Science class and Quickbooks for
handling the Math in these areas.
Physical Education: Without
PE, I would not have developed
the muscles necessary to wrestle
with 100+ pound Great Danes or
Rottweilers. Those 40-pound bags
of dog food and cat litter might
never make it out of the car, either.
Luckily, at the ripe ol’ age of 60, I
can still run well enough to get my
dog around the conformation show
ring, and I can move fast enough to
qualify in the Agility ring with my
Italian Greyhound. Oh, and remember all the equipment I load into the
car for dog shows? Hint, none of it
is lightweight. “Lift with your knees!”
Science: Wow, where would I be without Science Class? I would not be prepared to explain
why there is beet pulp in dog food. Or to
describe the difference between ground yellow
corn and corn meal. Science class taught me
the necessary percentages of protein and fat
in dog food. Or was that Math class? As the
owner of an animal-focused business, I can not
only discuss the relevance of a particular dog
breed, I can also identify the hummingbirds,
frogs, toads, lizards and geckos that live on the
property. I am also getting pretty good at identifying the bugs in our Agility grass area so that
landscapers can make it beautiful and safe for
handlers and animals.

Debate Class: The art of debate has helped in
many situations, like explaining why employees
at a boarding kennel cannot have time off during
big holidays like Thanksgiving and Christmas.
Also—if a dog behaves like Satan, himself, in
public (even if he’s perfectly well-mannered at
home), he is not ready for an advanced, off-leash
obedience class. Try explaining that to an owner
without having some advanced debating skills!

Literature/Language Arts: These classes
taught me how to read the vital, riveting articles
on the appearance and condition of dog poop.
Not to mention how to write articles such as this
thought-provoking classic, as well as brochures
for my business and homework assignments for
training classes. My parents should have gotten
a “heads up” as to my future profession from
my early reading list, including “The Hound of
The Baskervilles” and “Old Yeller.”

Math: Everyone’s favorite subject! Math class
has given me the skills to figure a bill for a client who wants to know immediately, over the
phone, a total for her dog to board for five days,
with a hot dog each day, plus day care and a full
groom, AND don’t forget the sales tax! Without
Math Class, I wouldn’t be able to balance a

Art Class: A sculpture class has given me the
ability to have many happy grooming clients
and happy dogs. People bring me dogs which
are huge, matted messes, and I can dig in and
carve, shape and create beautifully-groomed
dogs to give back to them. It was a labor of
love (and a lot of fun) to decorate my business’

lobby, bathroom and grooming room with original artwork. You may have seen my business
van zipping around town... well, I designed the
graphics and drew all the doggies featured on
the vehicle—all thanks to art class!
Auto Mechanics: Back in the day, girls took
Home Economics and boys took Shop or Auto
Mechanics. I am a girl, so...Home Ec for me. But
I also had two older brothers, and I learned Auto
Maintenance second hand from them. I know
how to keep air in the tires and top off all necessary fluids. I can jump a dead battery. I can tell
a mechanic which engine part I think is causing
problems, not that it is just making a “funny”
noise. And when the van needs some real work
done to it, my balanced checkbook (thanks,
Math!) allows me to pay a nice auto mechanic
to keep it running smoothly. All these life lessons
are crucial to maintaining that dog-art-covered
work van that takes me to shows, allows me to
run errands for my business, and is also a moving billboard for my kennel.
See, all the classes work together so I can work
like a dog! Kids, stay in school! And when you
want to know why you have to take classes like
Math and Science, come see me. I will be happy
to explain it to you.
Karen Kendall, of Karen’s Animal House, has
been making dogs her business since the late
‘70s. Managing Owner, Trainer, Groomer,
Advisor, Handler and Caretaker of many loving
animals.
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Mon.-Sat. 7am-6pm
Sunday 2pm-5pm
(Pick up & drop off only)

mvpetresort.com

www.

Grooming

Bring in this ad for

10% OFF

Climate Controlled
Facility

any retail purchase

Obedience, Rally,
Agility Classes
All Companion Pet Boarding

575.523.8853
2500 W. Amador • Las Cruces, NM

Meeka gives
this book
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Available Online At:

www.authormichellesullivan.com
and also at:

Written by a local author.
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Making
Good
B

roken Promises SW (BPSW) is
a community assistance organization focused on preventing
unwanted litters of cats and dogs.
I am the president and founder,
Susan Alderman. The best way I see to help
our Las Cruces animal residents is through
feline Trap/Neuter/Return (TNR), which I
have been practicing for decades. BPSW is a
501(c)(3) nonprofit, and since 2014 we have
spayed and neutered close to 550 animals. As
you can see, we’re a busy organization!
In addition to me, the board of directors
includes Joe Miele, our Trapping Coordinator
and Office Manager. He organizes the paperwork, TNR, vet schedules, and is our main
point of contact. Rebecca Stanger assumes
the duties of Adoption Coordinator when we
catch friendly cats and kittens.
Some people consider TNR to be controversial, because it does not seek to disrupt the
colonies these cats have set up themselves
and, in fact, returns the captured feral cats
after they’ve been altered. Actually, cats do
not belong outside at all (even those having
caring homes). Yet, here they are, in every
neighborhood, in every city. Responsible
caregivers keep their companion animals
safe, indoors, spayed/neutered, vaccinated,
groomed, microchipped and given regular
veterinary exams. Sadly, many caregivers fall
short, and innocent animals pay the price.
BPSW strives to alleviate this distressing injustice. By providing TNR services, we lessen the
number of unwanted litters. This helps reduce

intake at our overburdened shelter, the Animal Services Center of the Mesilla Valley, and
most importantly, saves lives and prevents
suffering of the animals involved.

to the darker area of the draped recovery cage,
since it sees this as safer than the now-exposed
trap. The door of the cage slides down, and the
cat is safely and securely inside.

Once trapped, the TNR cats are taken to
the wonderful, makes-this-all-possible clinic,
Schumacher Animal Hospital! The staff there
has been willing to work with our difficult
schedule and random numbers for years. You
see, when we are trapping, we can’t guarantee
when or if we’ll catch the cats we’re after, so
the clinic is extra understanding and flexible
when we deliver cats to be altered. We’re fortunate that Dr. Schumacher and her staff work
with us, and we are very grateful to them.

The recovery cages are large enough to fit
a small litterbox and bed at one end, water
and food bowls at the other. Cleaning and
feeding are safe and easy to do with the cat
inside. Female cats are held for 48 hours
post-surgery, and males for 24 hours, barring
any complications. Once the cats are returned
to their colonies, the cages and bedding are
cleaned, washed and sanitized. Traps are
cleaned after each use, as well, since the smell
of the previously-trapped cat can cause the
next cat to hesitate to enter. There is nothing worse than watching a cat tiptoe around
a set trap because of the smell! BPSW uses
Tru-Catch brand live traps and cages. We also
use Tomahawk brand drop traps for especially
trap-savvy felines.  

TNR is an intricate process that begins with
putting the feral cats on a schedule and
feeding them inside a disabled trap used as a
feeding station. This familiarizes the cats with
the trap as a food source. The colony caregiver’s cooperation is extremely important for the
ease and success of the trapping stage. Joe
has a waiting list of colonies, and, because the
people and the cats do not always cooperate,
the amount of time these steps will take is
difficult to predict. Once a consistent feeding
schedule is established, we begin trapping.

As you can see, there are many supplies and
pieces of specialized equipment needed, and
we wear many hats. We are behaviorists,
chauffeurs, motel managers, dishwashers,
maids, mediators, nurses, and laundry workers (there is a lot of laundry!).

Traps are baited and set where the cats have
If you would like to help us, we would certainly
been eating, then we wait nearby, out of sight.
appreciate it! TNR is an expensive endeavor,
Because some cats are startled when the trap
and we rely on public support to handle the
door falls behind them, we immediately cover
number of cats we attend to on a regular bathe trapped cat to minimize the chance it will
sis. Monetary donations are tax-deductible and
injure itself. The cover calms the animal by
can be mailed to BPSW, PO Box 13263, Las
providing security and limiting stimulation. The Cruces, NM 88013. If you shop online, we are
animal in the covered trap is then placed in a
a member charity for GoodSearch, Goodshop,
vehicle (lined in advance with wee-wee pads
and AmazonSmile. PayPal can be sent to Broto protect it from spilled food, vomit, urine,
kenPromisesSW@comcast.net. PetSmart and
etc.), and taken to the veterinarian. After the
Horse ‘N’ Hound gift cards are appreciated,
anmial is spayed/neutered, vaccinated, microtoo. Thank you for making our work possible!
chipped and eartipped
(to identify at a distance
the individuals that have
already been through
the process), the cats are
taken to either my home
or Joe’s and placed in
recovery cages.
    
The recovery cages are
specially designed to line
up with the traps. Keeping the trap and cage
securely aligned, the
cat is uncovered. Once
exposed the cat will go
Monitored, humane trapping, timely veterinery attention and

comfortable recovery cages help minimize stress for feral cats
and other animals in Broken
Promises’ TNR
program.
Dog‘,Cruces
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NOW
OFFERING
MASSAGE
THERAPY

FOR ALL AGES & EXPERIENCE LEVELS
• OBEDIENCE & AGILITY
• K-9 CONDITIONING • RALLY OBEDIENCE
CALL OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR CLASS SCHEDULES

575.202.6037

www.

lascrucesdoGsports .com
BOARDING IS OUT

STAYCATION IS IN!!!

Our facility ensures the highest level of safety and
comfort. Your pets will have constant love, care and
attention. The suites are equipped with flat screen
TV, web cam, therapeutic beds, and elevated bowls.
It’s simply a planet pets love to visit!

MAKE ‘EM

HAPPY

check out
our website:

www.petplanetcomplex.com

971 Sand Castle Ave. • Las Cruces, NM 88012

(575) 528-8180
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Penn y for your
Thoughts

by Jenifer Woods

DOG LIB S
featuring Summer and Penny

A Doggie Day Out
One

ADJECTIVE

Saturday morning, Penny and Summer went to the

’s Market in downtown

. The sights! The smells!

PROFESSION

CITY/TOWN

The

PLURAL NOUN

! It was all so

ADJECTIVE

booth, where they

! They followed the

for some

PAST TENSE VERB

which they needed a

Suddenly, a

stretch
COLOR

as she

TYPE OF DOG

away

PAST TENSE VERB

got out,

,

CELEBRITY

,

DOG NAME

.“

!” yelped Penny,

EXCLAMATION

. The new dog asked Summer, “Where is

booth? I’m

FANCY FOOD

,

ADVERB

.

NOUN

pulled up and
VEHICLE

followed by his/her

,

SPANISH NOUN

child who seemed to be about to drop his

ADJECTIVE

the

brittle—after

FOOD

fresca. Next, the dogs followed
ADJECTIVE

a

chile

COLOR

to Luis’

NOUN

ADJECTIVE

!” Summer replied, “

,

DOG SOUND

,” which, loosely translated, means “This isn’t

DOG SOUND DOG SOUND DOG SOUND DOG SOUND

CITY/TOWN

, friend; go get yourself a/an

ADJECTIVE

FOOD

Summer found Penny, and the two of them listened to a/an
playing a

while a

MUSICAL INSTRUMENT

ANIMAL

woman
ADJECTIVE

ADJECTIVE

man

.“Well, I’ll be a

PAST TENSE VERB

‘s uncle,” said Summer, “it’s

We have to go now, Penny, but wasn’t this the

instead.”

NUMBER

ADJECTIVE

o’clock!

- est day ever?”

• Pet Help Line / Caller Assistance
• Lost / Found Animals &
Re-Home Website Posting
• Website Posting for Animals in Need
• Adoption & Fostering Program
• Spay Assistance
• Volunteer Program
• Critter Clubs / Humane Education
• Volunteer Program
• And MORE!
Support HSSNM by
becoming a MEMBER

575-523-8020
P.O. Box 13826,
Las Cruces, NM 880013

www.hssnm.org
Dog‘,Cruces
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PRINT ANIMAL
ART
Print animal art by Ron Schmidt, $98.
Available at Pet Planet, 971 Sand Castle
Ave, Las Cruces. 575-528-8180.

www.petplanetcomplex.com

ADAMS™ YARD &
GARDEN SPRAY
HARLEY-DAVIDSON®
COLLARS
Even pooches want to look cool! Dress them
in official Harley-Davidson® Pet Apparel, and
they will! Available at Barnett’s Las Cruces
Harley-Davidson®, I-10 @ Avenida de Mesilla.
575-541-1440.

Getting rid of fleas and ticks on your dog doesn’t
get rid of the problem. Attach this product to your
hose and flip it on to rid your yard of insects which
can hurt your furry friends. No measuring needed.
Available at Horse ‘N’ Hound Feed ‘N’ Supply, 991
W. Amador St., Las Cruces, NM. 575-523-8790.

www.horsenhoundfeed.com

ZIGNATURE
FORMULA

www.barnettslascruceshd.com

HALO DOG
FORMULA
Halo is the only leading brand to use fresh meats, poultry,
and fish - no chicken meal or other rendered animal parts.
Their mission is to provide people and pets with honest
information and wholesome products to better the lives
of animals and the people who love them. Available at
Mesilla Valley Pet Resort, 2500 W. Amador, Las Cruces,
NM. 575-523-8853.

www.mvpetresort.com
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Zignature® is formulated
to serve your canine companions’ needs by delivering the highest quality,
well-balanced diets. Our
Single Animal Protein
Formulas are extremely
palatable, which encourages a healthy appetite to
provide high-quality protein for strong muscles. Antioxidants from fruits, legumes and vegetables with
added vitamins & minerals help maintain optimum
nutrition for all life stages of your canine companion. With Zignature®, you can be assured you are
giving your canine the best!. Available now at Better
Life Pet Foods, 365 Avenida de Mesilla, Las Cruces,
NM. 575-527-9265. 315 Telshor Ste. C, Las Cruces,
NM. 575-556-9117.

www.betterlifenaturalpetfoods.com

BOW WOW
BLENDS
Bow Wow Blends is an all-natural power pet
smoothie for dogs! It’s full of healthy ingredients
that support digestion. Available now at your
LOCAL pet store.

www.bowwowblends.com
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Mulligans Fore Mutts

M ullig ans Fore

$10,00
0

Mutts

Title & Putting Contest Sponsor

Join us for the
4th Annual Golf Tournament

to benefit ACTion Program for Animals

Saturday, July 30, 2016
at Picacho Hills Country Club

GOLF TOURNAMENT
Registration • 9am
Shotgun • 10am
Great Auction Items Include:
Southwest Airline Flights,
Disney Tickets, Picacho Hills Golf
Membership and MORE!!!
Hole In One Prizes:
A Skidoo from Las Cruces Motorsports
A Golf Cart from Club Car
$58,000 2017 Cadillac XTS From Bravo Chevrolet

AFTER PARTY 5pm-8pm
Live performance by CHRIS BAKER
After party tickets (for non golfers): $10
Snacks Provided • Cash Bar

In-Kind Donations & Volunteers Always Appreciated
For More Information Contact:

Rich Fisher: 575-373-0159 • fishyankees@sbcglobal.net
Lee Miles: 303-882-5699 • onewithtrout@mac.com
Dog‘,Cruces
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Walter’s

Lunchbox
by Walter Dubbin
(as told to Margaret Dubbin)

Of Snakes and Snacks

No-Kill, Non-Profit

Pet Adoption
Center

H

ello there peeps! I hope you’re enjoying this
glorious summertime weather we’re having.
I know I sure am! I LOVE SUMMER!!

What’s not to love about summer here in the LC?
It’s always nice and warm, perfect for just being
lazy and lounging on the lawn under the shade of
a big tree. Summertime seems to bring everyone
outdoors; for bar-b-ques (my favorite), swimming
(not my favorite), outdoor sports, patio dining (my
other favorite), camping and hiking (more of my
favorites). I mean, really! Here in the LC we are in
the most perfect spot for being in the outdoors.
Do you know what else comes out in the summer?
Bloodsucking Scum—like fleas, ticks, and those
pesky mosquitos! These annoying pests carry with
them diseases that can be deadly to us pups. So
you peeps make sure to take care of your pups by
keeping them up to date on their heartworm and
flea and tick preventative.

To adopt a pet, or to
visit the Sanctuary, call

575-805-5338
email:
safehaven.pets @ yahoo.com

for more information on
Safe Haven, visit the website :

www.shaspets.com
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If y’all are like our fam, we enjoy hiking and
camping during the summer. However, in our
neck of the woods the one thing that can really
ruin your day is coming across a rattlesnake or
two while out hiking. With their natural camouflage patterns, them buggers are incredibly difficult
to spot. I once expressed concern about rattlesnakes to Mom when we were heading out for a
hike. She tried to ease my mind by explaining that
they’ll usually give us fair warning when we are
coming up on them by hissing and wagging their
tail really fast—so fast it makes a rattling sound.
Great, Mom! Thanks a bunch! Did you happen
to forget that I am…DEAF?! Lucky for me, them
suckers are also really stinky; and since my nose is
extra sensitive, I can often smell the DANGER before Mom, Dad, or even Butthead senses trouble.
For safety’s sake there are a couple of preventative
measures you can take to help keep your pups
safe from rattlers while out hiking. 1) Stay home.
Just kidding—there’s too much wonderful nature
to see in the Rio Grande Valley to stay home! 2)
Get your pups into rattlesnake avoidance training.
These training classes are a good option for those
super curious pups, like my little bro Butthead,
who tend to sniff first and ask questions later.
Mom puts us through these classes every couple
of years so we don’t forget what DANGER sounds,
looks, or smells like. Classes are usually offered
every spring by professional snake handlers and
herpetologists—check with your local vet or dog
obedience trainers for upcoming classes; 3) Keep
your pups on-leash when hiking. This is also a
good idea for you peeps who hike with a litter
of them two-legged humanoids as well. Nothing
worse than getting surrounded by a swarm of

NOTE: ALWAYS consult with your veterinarian regarding ingredients, serving
sizes and special dietary requirements prior to changing your pet’s diet.

these creatures when navigating a narrow trail
—or, even better, following their trail of candy
wrappers and discarded gum…but I digress.
That is a topic for another day. 4) As a “just in
case,” you can get your pups vaccinated against
rattlesnake bites (ask your vet about this). Keep in
mind the vaccine only buys you some time to get
to the emergency vet and get the appropriate antivenom. Unfortunately, the vaccines are only for
specific types of rattlers—so it’s not a guarantee
of protection, since we have at least a half dozen
different types of rattlers in our region alone.
Above all, have a safe and fun summer, folks,
and I hope you enjoy these little tasty treats. The
Japanese Rice Crackers are perfect for trail mixes
when hiking and camping and the SPUDchettas
are a great YAPpetizer to go along with a frosty
mug of BOW WOW BLENDS smoothie!

SPUDchettas
Baby creamer potatoes (cooked)
Fresh Garden Tomatoes (diced)
Fresh Garden Basil (chopped)
Mozzarella cheese (shredded)
Coconut Oil (melted)
Preheat oven to 425° F. Line cookie sheet with parchment paper. Place individual cooked potatoes on the
cookie sheet and smash flat with a potato masher.
Brush the flattened potatoes with melted coconut oil
and place in oven until potatoes crisp. Remove from
oven, top with diced tomatoes, basil, and mozzarella.
Return to oven until cheese is melted. Remove from
heat and allow to cool completely before serving.

Japanese Carrot Ginger
Rice Crackers
2 C Carrot Puree
(use baby food or puree your own)
1 C Cooked Jasmine Rice
1 ½ C Brown Rice Flour
1 Tbsp Ground Ginger
2 Tbsp Shredded Seaweed
(or sushi nori sheet)
2 eggs
1 Tbsp honey
Preheat oven to 375° F. In blender or food processor,
blend all ingredients until smooth. Spoon batter into
icing piping bag and squeeze batter onto parchment
lined cookie sheet to desired cracker sizes. Bake for 4560 minutes, or until firm, depending upon size of crackers. Turn off oven and leave overnight to completely dry.
These crackers are great as treats alone or can be made
small and mixed with dehydrated chicken or sweet
potato chunks, kibble, dried berries and banana chips
for a great trail mix.

Kat ’s
Korner

by Kat Lacy

Cat Splash Fever!

M

ost of the time cats panic in water and
run away to try and lick the embarrassment off, but there are some cats that
love water. Breeds such as the Main Coon,
Savannah, Bengal, Turkish Van and many others
are attracted to water and benefit from having
some splash time.
The cat, as a high-level predator, avoids water for
many reasons. In the wild, cats must go to watering
holes to drink, which leaves them vulnerable to
danger. Other cats, wild dog packs, alligators, and
even large predatory birds prey on cats at watering
holes where they are out in the open and exposed.
Our domestic cats have retained the instincts that
tell them they are vulnerable around water. You
may notice your cat is always extremely cautious
and skittish when drinking from its water bowl. An
interesting feature on some cats is a distinct pattern
on the backs of their ears that resembles eyes.
This is an adaptation that protects them while at
watering holes by tricking potential predators into
thinking the cat is actually looking at it.
Cats are not built for swimming. They are creatures of habit, and they really hate surprises. If
you’ve ever seen your cat fall into a bath tub or
swimming pool—and bolt out soaking wet—you
understand how vulnerable cats are at that time,
and why they run and hide immediately after.
Their coats hold a tremendous amount of water,
and this bogs them down. Their claws are useless in the water, and slashing through the liquid
produces little effect. The domestic cat may also
have inherent aversions to water because we humans protect them from rain and thunderstorms,
and the only exposure we give them to water is
an occasional forced bath. So why do certain
cats play in the dripping sink, get in the shower
or bath with you, and sometimes actually take a
swim? Again, genetics may play a key role.
The Tale of the Turkish Van is that a pair jumped
from Noah’s Ark and swam to shore in what is
now called Turkey. This breed is known as the
“swimming cat.” Its ancestors had to swim to cool

off and hunt for food. If your cat is part Turkish
Van then making a splash in the tub or playing in
the water faucet is par for the course.
The Bengal is another water-loving cat that will
join you in the shower or run to the toilet to watch
the water disappear. Don’t bother trying to shut
the shower door on this breed. Trying to shut
them out of something fun only increases their
ability to solve puzzles like opening the door! The
Bengal derives from crossbreeding domestic cats
with Asian Leopard Cats, which lends to this curious hunter’s ability in the water.
The Main Coon is probably the most famous
water cat. It is a popular breed and many cat
owners have a mix. This breed was once thought
to be part Raccoon and part Bobcat—which,
of course, is biologically impossible. The Maine
Coon has a reputation for making messes any
time they’re near water. Some owners place water
bowls inside larger containers (like an empty litter
box) in an attempt to contain the damage. Making
sure all the toilet seats are down before leaving
the house is mandatory, as well, since the cleanup
required when you return might be extensive. The
Main Coon’s ancestry is a bit of a mystery, but the
most likely tale is that it originated with seafaring
Vikings and that a British Captain named Charles
Coon brought the breed to New England in the
1800s. Living on large boats to keep the rat population down and hunting in heavy snow has given
this large cat breed no fear of water whatsoever.
Whether your cats are naturally part water lover
or not, it is never too late to start acclimating them
to water. A running fountain encourages them to
drink more water and sometimes play in it. Filling
a shallow bathtub and adding moving toys or
floating balls may turn your cat into a water lover,
and gives a whole new meaning to “kitty pool.”
One of my cats drinks with her paws and another
gets on my car when I wash it. We live in an arid
region and summertime is really hot. Some water
play may be a welcome splash of fun for your cat.
Kat Lacy is owner of Better Life Pet Foods.

Sale Price

499

$

OUR FURNITURE IS COMFY
ENOUGH FOR YOU,
YOUR FAMILY AND
YOUR FURRY FRIENDS!!
Starting at

399

$

Ashley Sleep Queen Sets
3299 Del Rey Blvd.
Plaza Del Rey• Las Cruces

575-523-3933
Mon.-Sat. 10am-8pm • Sun. 12-5pm
Se Habla Español

www.ashleyfurniturehomestore.com
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Make a Difference
HELP US SAVE LIVES BY:

DONATING, VOLUNTEERING,
FOSTERING & ADOPTING

APA FURREVER HOME
ADOPTION AND
EDUCATION CENTER

800 West Picacho Ave.
Las Cruces, NM
OPEN

Tues/Thurs/Most Saturdays 12 to 5 p.m.
and By Appointment

Adopt, Foster, Volunteer, Donate

L

ocal Animal Organizations always need
good people to help them meet their
goals. Contact the groups below to see
which one(s) would be the best fit for you!

Doña Ana County Humane Society
(DACHS)
575-647-4808
www.Doñaanacountyhumanesocietyinc.org

2 Hearts 4 Paws Refuge
575-642-9614 or 575-642-6589
email: twohearts4pawsrefuge@yahoo.com
www.2hearts4pawsrefuge.com

Coalition for Pets and People
(Zero in 7)
www.zeroin7.org

ACTion Programs for Animals (APA)/
Doña Ana Pets Alive! (DAPA)
800 West Picacho, Las Cruces, NM
575-644-0505 or 575-571-4654
email: mail@apalascruces.org
www.actionprogramsforanimals.org
Animal Service Center
of the Mesilla Valley (ASCMV)
3551 Bataan Memorial West, Las Cruces, NM
575-382-0018
www.ascmv.org
Cat’s Meow Adoption Center
2211 N. Mesquite, Las Cruces
575-642-5239
www.catsmeowlascruces.com
Cherished K9 All Breed Rescue
575-496-6085
email: cherishedk-9s@hotmail.com
Deming Animal Guardians
575-644-2209
www.deminganimalguardians.org

Humane Society of Southern NM (HSSNM)
/PetSmart Cat Adoption Center
575-523-8020
email: mail@hssnm.org
www.hssnm.org
Las Cruces Dog Park Coalition
PO Box 13345, Las Cruces, NM 88013
575-520-4382
www.lcdogparkers.com
Safe Haven Animal Sanctuary (SHAS)
575-527- 4544
email: safehaven@nightfury.com
www.safehavenanimalsanctuary.net
Spay/Neuter Action Program
of Southern NM (SNAP)
2405 W. Picacho, Las Cruces, NM 88005
575-524-9265
www.snapnewmexico.org
Therapaws
575-524-2026
email: therapaws@gmail.com
www.therapydogs.com (parent organization)

Featured Group

Humane Society of Southern New Mexico

LEARN MORE ABOUT OUR WORK:
http://www.actionprogramsforanimals.org/

Contact us: 575-644-0505
mail@apalascruces.org
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The Humane Society of Southern New Mexico (HSSNM) is a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization dedicated to saving the lives of animals by developing and sustaining a community
coalition of programs and services that promote animal welfare. HSSNM’s services include
a pet help call line (575-523-8020), website for rehomed and lost/found animals, low cost
microchipping and spay/neuter events, adoption promotion events for rescue animals and
HSSNM fosters, a cat adoption program (partnering with PetSmart Charities), education
programs for youths and adults, and outreach events. Please help HSSNM continue to
provide valuable services to the Mesilla Valley by donating, volunteering, adopting and
helping to educate. For more information call 575-523-8020.
HSSNM, PO Box 13826, Las Cruces, NM 88013
email: mail@hssnm.org.
website: www.hssnm.org

EMERGENCY

VET BILLS?

WE CAN HELP!

www.centralloancompany.com
104 S. Water St.
(Downtown)

Las Cruces

575.523.5517
2607 N. Main St.
Las Cruces

575.527.1122
Serving
Generations
For Over
60 Years

Max

cooper

bernard

lilly
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TOTAL CAR CARE

Because You Care For All Of Them.
FLUIDS • BATTERIES • BELTS & HOSES • BRAKE SYSTEMS
TUNE-UPS • HEATING/COOLANT • AIR CONDITIONING
ENGINE DIAGNOSTICS • ELECTRICAL SYSTEMS
OIL, LUBE & FILTER • MUFFLERS & EXHAUST
STEERING/SUSPENSION • TRANSMISSIONS
AND MUCH MORE!

Las Cruces, NM

(575) 523-4564

1885 West Picacho 3 blocks west of Valley Dr.

www.aamcolascruces.com
CERTIFIED TECHNICIANS
WE HONOR MOST
MANUFACTURERS’ EXTENDED WARRANTIES
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HOURS:
M-F 7:30 TO 5:30, SAT. 8 TO 1

