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A Shelter Life
ow. I’m still reeling from this issue’s
cover story—but I’ll get to that in a
minute.

First, I’d like to wish all our readers a very
happy, healthy and prosperous new year!
2013 was great for Dog’Cruces, and we’re
looking forward to 2014 being even better.
Of course, the credit for this goes to all the
folks who contribute their time and effort to
the magazine. I’ve mentioned this before, but
it bears repeating—the writers who contribute
articles to Dog’Cruces do so out of love for
their animal companions and a desire to share
ideas, experiences and concerns with other
animal lovers in our community. Nobody gets
paid to be a writer, and we couldn’t do this
without them. Many thanks all around!
Equally important—and appreciated—are the
local business owners whose advertsing dollars
make the magazine possible. Not only do they
fund the printing of the publication, but they
make it possible for us to run ads for local
animal advocacy groups in every issue—at no
cost to the non-profits. Our advertisers truly
are Good Citizens of our animal community—
so please support them as they support us.
And finally...I don’t think I’ve ever actually
acknowledged the Dog’Cruces staff in this column. How did that happen? The salespeople,
graphic artists, office staff and editors pull
everything together, polish up the grammar,
and make it all look pretty so our distribution
drivers can put the finished product on stands
each and every quarter. Everybody’s most important job, however, is keeping me on track

to do things—you have no idea what this
takes. Everyone spends a lot of time just trying
to keep me focused! Now, where was I...?

her job.”
She makes
impossible
decisions
every day—
decisions
I could
not make.
Decisions
nobody wants to make. But
decisions that, sadly, have to be made until the
underlying problems are solved.

Oh, right, our cover story.
Phyllis Wright and I spent half a day at “The
Pound”—the Animal Services Center of the
Mesilla Valley (ASCMV)—getting a tour of the
facilities from Dr. Beth Vesco-Mock, ASCMV’s
director. We were interested in the daily innerworkings, where the animals are housed, what
the staff and volunteers do each day—and
also how dogs, cats and other animals are
selected to be put to death. We knew it wasn’t
going to be a happy day, but we were unprepared for the emotional havoc it wreaked on
both of us.

Start with spaying and neutering your animals,
folks…it’s that simple! Please consider volunteering for and/or donating to the ASCMV (or
another of our local animal groups). Your time
and money really can help save furry lives.
Of course, the very best thing you can do is
open your heart and your home to one of the
wonderful, loving, deserving animals whose
days may be numbered without you.

I consider myself a pretty strong, “man’sman” kinda guy. I have fairly thick skin and
not much gets me down. But after spending
a few hours with Dr. Beth at the shelter, I was
just about brought to my knees in tears. I
found myself trying to get away with the “I got
something in my eye” thing at first—but after
a couple hours it was more like “I’m peeling
onions and can’t stop crying.” There is no way
I could do this every day. It takes remarkably
strong, dedicated—and, yes, special—people
to face the tide of innocent, unwanted and
possibly doomed animals that land on their
doorstep every single day.

Vic Villalobos
Mayor of Dog’Cruces

So my hat is off to Dr. Beth and her entire
staff. They do a tremendous job without a lot
of resources—and without a lot of appreciation for their efforts. When I hear people
criticize the fact that Dr. Beth has to kill healthy
animals, I simply say “I’d like to see you do
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For a complete
calendar of events, visit

DogCruces.com
List is updated
as events are announced
Winter Events:
Saturday and Sunday adoption
events around Las Cruces for all
organizations. Check DogCruces.com for locations and times.

January
Walk Your Pet Month
Saturday, January 18
Rabies Vaccination Clinics:
Anthony Animal Clinic

APA & DAPA! off-site adop-

La Mesa Fire Department

Wednesday, January 22
Safe Haven Annual Meeting
at Branigan Library, Roadrunner Room, 6pm.

		

8:30am-11:30am & 1pm-4pm

tion events at PetCo every Sunday
from 11am-4pm.

		

10am-3pm

		

1pm-2pm

ASCMV off-site adoption events
on Saturdays from 8:30am-3pm at
the Farmer’s Market and Saturdays
from 10am-3pm at PetCo (3050 E.
Lohman).

Sunland Park City Hall
		

2:30pm-4:30pm

		

10am-3pm

HSSNM “Happy Tails” Adop-

La Union Community Center
Talavera Fire Department
For more details and a list of
participating veterinarians,
go to DogCruces.com.

tions at PetSmart (2200 E. Lohman) from 10am-3pm.

Sunday, January 19
Rabies Vaccination Clinic:
Radium Springs Fire Dept.
SHAS adoptions on the first three

Saturdays of every month from
11am-3pm at PetSmart (2200 E.
Lohman).

		

8am-4pm

Friday, January 24
Change a Pet’s Life Day.
Friday & Saturday,
January 24 & 25
Perfomance benefiting SHAS
at NMSU Performing Arts
Center, “Eleanor & FDR,”
Friday (24th) evening and
Saturday (25th) afternoon.
Sunday, January 26
Rabies Vaccination Clinic:
Ben Archer Health Center
		
10am-3pm
For more information, go to
DogCruces.com.

For more details, go to
DogCruces.com.

Your

Best Friends ’
Best Friend!
Quality Pet Care
IN YOUR OWN HOME
In Business Since 2004
Fully Licensed, Insured & Bonded
Proud Member of:

Visit Us Online

Pet Sitting

Pet Taxi
Dog Walking
Overnight Stays

blueribbonpetsitting.biz • petstr4u@aol.com • 575 523-8723
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Saturday, January 25
Rabies Vaccination Clinics:
Anthony Animal Clinic
8:30am-11:30am & 1pm-4pm
		
Arrey School

Thursday, January 30
Red Brick Pizza Fundraiser for
HSSNM from 11am-9pm

Thursday, February 27
Red Brick Pizza Fundraiser for
HSSNM from 11am-9pm

Feed Store on Doña Ana Road

February
Pet Dental Health Month &
Responsible Pet Owners Month

March
Poison Prevention Awareness Month

		
		

3:15pm-4pm
11am-1pm

East Picacho Elementary
		

8am-3pm

Garfield
		

2pm-2:45pm

Hatch City Hall
		

10:30am-12:30pm

Mayfield High School
		

10am-3pm

Mesquite Fire Department
		

8am-4pm

Moongate Water Company
		

12pm-3pm

Rincon Water Company
		

8am-10am

For more details,
go to DogCruces.com

Mention “HSSNM” when making
your purchase, and 15% of your
purchase will be donated to HSSNM.

Mention “HSSNM” when making
your purchase, and 15% of your
purchase will be donated to HSSNM.

TBD—Coming Soon,
Friday - Friday, February 7-14 “Cruces Canines”
at Andele’s Dog House
Have a Heart for Chained Dogs
Check
DogCruces.com in March for details.
Week
Sunday, March 23
Friday, February 14
National Puppy Day
Pet Theft Awareness Day.
Encouraging dog lovers to
adopt from a shelter.
Sunday, February 23
Spay Day USA.
Thursday, March 27
Sunday, February 23
Red Brick Pizza Fundraiser for
National Dog Biscuit Day.
HSSNM from 11am-9p.

Mention “HSSNM” when making
your purchase, and 15% of your
purchase will be donated to HSSNM.
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As pet owners and pet lovers, we know how the death of a devoted and loving pet, often your
very best friend, can break your heart! As highly-trained funeral professionals, we are not only
educated, but honored, to help accompany you along your journey of grief and recovery. In
addition to our personal attention, we provide professional resources to assist you in your
grieving process. Along with books and articles, we have individuals or agencies who can
help you as well. It is our privilege to be your guide and companion during this difficult time
of loss in your life.
We are the only fully walk-in and Vet Pet Service in Las Cruces. We know where your loving
pet is every step throughout the process. We will not take your pet out of Town, State or to a
Inaccessible Warehouse. Our doors are always open before and after our services have been
completed. Along with in-house and web memorials, we offer many choices for your pet. We
being pet owners understand that they are part of your family, and we will treat them as part
of ours.
• Your pet stays with us in our local facilities until the cremation
process in completed & returned to you.
• You are always welcome to come to our facility to bring your
pet or if you would just like a tour.
• We have urns to choose from in addition to the temporary urn
we provide.
• If you wish to witness your pets cremation, you have the option
to place your pet in the retort or you can watch us place the pet.
• In most circumstances we can have your pet returned within
1-2 days of receiving your pet.
We are honored to help you through this time of need. We offer resources, such as web links
and staff to assist you through the grieving process.
Please feel free to ask your Veterinarian or call us directly at 575-524-2427

www.ForeverFriendsPetServices.com

ASCMV

ADOPT A KENNEL
GET INVOLVED!

Sponsor a Kennel & Show Your Support for the
Animal Services Center of the Mesilla Valley (ASCMV)
Excellent way to honor a loved one or beloved pet.
• Adopt a Kennel for one year for $180 or half a year for $100
• Select a Dog, Puppy or Cat Kennel
• Your sponsorship helps pay to upgrade the Kennel,
as well as for general maintenance
• Sponsorship acknowledgement with a plaque on your Kennel

All Breed Dog and Cat Grooming.

Hours: Tues.-Sat.
8am-2pm

Nail
Trim

Walk-ins welcome until 2pm

415 S. Valley Dr.
Las Cruces, NM 88005

575.202.8597
Lohman

Contact: Clare Kapner
575-525-1382 • nylalc@msn.com

Where dogs are good people.

8

Dog‘,Cruces

Winter 2014

South Valley

We
told you
not to
feed
her after
dark!

Ph: 575.534.5065
Fax: 575.544.0994

AUTO SHOP & DETAILING
To all the volunteers
that give their time,
The rescuers that dedicate
themselves to helping us,
The foster families that open their homes to us,
And all those who donate money in this tough economy,

THANK YOU!

For without you being our voices and advocates,
we would be helpless dogs.
You’re OUR angels.
The love we give is
nothing compared
to the love we get from you.
- Author Unknown

575.527.2277
1401 W. Picacho

(Corner of Valley & Picacho)
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Imagine
the

Possibilites

Rover’s Resolution: Drop
Exceptional I
Framing

Extraordinary
Prices!
Serving Southern NM Since 1981

am writing this on the cusp of the 2014,
but by the time you read it, I suspect most
of us will have left our New Year’s resolutions behind. Without a doubt the most common resolution most of us make has to do
with losing weight or getting in better shape.
I try to eat healthy and stay active, but I, too,
find myself resolving to improve on this every
year. Yet, I wonder how many of us recognize
that our dogs may need a healthy dose of
commitment from us as well?
A 2012 survey conducted by the Association
for Pet Obesity Prevention found that 52.5%
of dogs were either overweight or obese. A
staggering 37 million dogs in the United
States are at risk for many of the same health
problems that we are—all due to a preventable disease condition! As an animal healthcare provider, I am very concerned about
this. Pet obesity continues to be one of the
most prevalent and growing health problems
in veterinary medicine, resulting in disorders
including diabetes, liver disease, pancreatitis,
osteoarthritis/musculoskeletal disorders, as
well as heart and lung diseases. While it may
be innocent and unintentional, many of us
could truly be “killing our dogs with kindness.” Every extra calorie we give our dogs
may carry unintended medical consequences.
How can you tell if your dog is overweight?
Well, let’s be honest—most of the time, we
know. But sometimes we don’t—the same
survey mentioned above found that 45% of
owners felt their pet was “normal” when a

382 S. Walnut
Las Cruces, NM 88007

575.526.4048

www.organmountainphotos.com
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veterinary examination indicated the animal
was overweight. So it may be necessary to
use some kind of tools to evaluate this.

One problem in evaluating our dogs is the
extreme variation in body shapes and sizes. I
suggest a physical examination by a veterinarian as the best assessment of your dog’s body
condition, but there are some quick tests you
can do at home. We can all run our hands
back and forth across the side of our dog’s
chest. Do you feel the ribs? Not prominent, but
at least obvious to the touch? Does your dog
have a waist—a tucked-in appearance at the
back of the abdomen in front of the hind legs?
Perhaps your dog has excessive rolls of skin
on the neck or back? I am astounded by how
often I have had owners bring their dog in for
an examination because of growths along the
back, only to discover that what they were feeling was an accumulation of fat in the lumbar
region over the kidneys—what we would
regard as “love handles” in a person.
Recently, we have been using specific musculoskeletal measurements and inputting the
data into a computer program that takes into
account the breed, age, sex, and weight of a
dog to calculate a “fat index.” This allows us
to calculate how much weight a dog needs
to lose, as well as to formulate a weight loss
and diet plan for that individual. I’ve been
encouraged by the progress many of our
patients have made with this approach.
So just what is causing this epidemic of pet

,
The Vet s View
by

Dr. Scott Pirtle, DVM

the Extra Puppy Pounds!
obesity? Many of the same factors that affect us are taking a toll on our dogs. In the
past, children may have come home from
school and spent the afternoon playing in the
yard. The family dog was typically usually
involved, running and playing with the kids.
Now video games, television, iPads and
smartphones keep the family
glued to a sofa, with
our dogs lying
at our sides.
No movie
or
gaming
session
is complete
without
a snack
or two, and
our dogs are
surely there to share
our snacks with us. Less physical
activity accompanied by more calorie intake
is a guaranteed recipe for weight gain. Our
dogs are no different than we are!

being overweight, but it really distills down
to this—not enough physical activity and too
many unhealthy calories!

Weather and seasons can play roles, as
well. Many of us arrive home after dark
during the winter and skip going out for a
walk in the cold with our dogs. Consulting
with clients about their dogs’ diets, I hear a
recurring theme of excessive treats and too
much food. Let’s face it, those begging eyes
can manipulate us into giving them almost
anything we are eating. Next time you go to
the grocery, notice just
how much shelf space is
devoted to not just dog
food, but also to doggy
treats! Let’s be honest,
these specially colored
and shaped snacks are
no different than much
of the junk food we all
crave when we go shopping. Most of these items
are palatable because of
added fat and salt. They
aren’t healthy for us or
our dogs.

Quality food in healthy amounts, keeping
treats to a minimum, no table food, and an
increase in physical activity are a great start
toward a healthier dog in 2014. And getting
off the couch and picking up the leash will do
wonders for our own emotional and physical
health, as well.

All of these factors can
play a role in our dogs

So here comes the resolution! I’m challenging all of us to commit to improving our
dog’s health in 2014. Just like us, regular
medical check-ups are vital
to monitoring overall
health. If your
dog hasn’t
been to the
veterinarian in
awhile,
maybe
it’s time
for an
examination, and
some blood
tests. Your veterinarian will be happy to
help you come up with a healthier lifestyle
for your dog— one that incorporates better
dietary habits and more physical activity.

Here’s wishing you and your dog a healthy,
happy 2014!

A LIFETIME OF HEALTH

THROUGH BETTER NUTRITION
Natural source of Glucosamine
Natural sources of Omega-3 and Omega-6 fatty acids
Contains prebiotics to help support nutrient digestion
Optimal blend of trace minerals important for skin
and coat
High-quality source for protein and fat from chicken
Balance ﬁber sources to support digestion
Crunchy nugget helps scrape away plaque, and helps
to clean and whiten teen and also reduce tartar

Also Available
Horse Feed

NOW
AT...

526-1463

M-F 8:00-6:00 • Sat. 8:00-4:00

5165 Doña Ana Road
(Just north of Ray‛s)
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“Second-Hand ”

Standouts
g Murphy is a
Former shelter do hine ”— and
“retrieving mac and helper
nion
a constant compa egic guardian.
pl
for his para

M

any folks think that when an animal
ends up at “The Pound” it’s an
automatic death sentence—and for
far too many it is. However, I know
several dogs (and more than a few humans) who
would tell you it doesn’t have to be. Many dogs
are at the shelter simply because they were never
trained or socialized, so their owners regarded
them as burdens rather than blessings. I’ve said it
before, and I’ll say it again, “a dog needs a job to
stay happy!”
One former shelter dog that is very near and dear
to my heart is Murphy. This amazing Border Collie came into my life through the Animal Services
Center of the Mesilla Valley (ASCMV) in 2005.
My boyfriend Michael has been a paraplegic since
suffering a motorcycle accident when he was 15.
When he and I started dating, I decided Mike
needed a handi-dog to help him with everyday
tasks. I called the shelter and asked to be notified
if they ever got a Border Collie that needed a
home. It was only a few days before the call came
in. Murphy and his kennel mate (a Boxer) had
been surrendered by their owner who, supposedly,
could not figure out which of his two dogs was
killing his chickens. His solution was to take both
dogs to the shelter.
Murphy moved in with Mike, who handled all the
training. Murphy is Mike’s constant companion,
usually sleeping under or next to his wheelchair.
His job involves tasks such as picking things up
that Mike drops, (keys, tools, etc.) as well as
retrieving Mike’s boots in the morning when it
is time to get dressed. If it weren’t for Murphy,
Mike’s life would be very different.
Murphy is sometimes too smart for his own
good—I have tried to get him to be a “demo dog”
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for my classes, but he has made it very
clear he already has an important job
and did not sign up for a second one!
Still, Murphy is not “all work and no
play.” He and I auditioned to become
the new tee-retrieving Smoky The Wonder Dog for the Aggies football games
last year. Murphy is a retrieving machine! As you probably know, we lost
out to Striking, another talented Border
Collie, but Murphy made his friends
proud by coming in second place.

Another wonderful dog who had his beginning at
ASCMV is Sisko Mueller. I’ve known Sisko and
his owners, Chuck and Julie Mueller, for over five
years. We’re still not sure just what breed Sisko
tried to be, so we call him a “New Mexico Love
Dog.” The Mueller family came to my classes for
training because Sisko was very much in need of
a job. He had difficulty maintaining focus—and
boy could that dog BARK! I helped Chuck and
Julie understand the pack theory of training and
why dogs need someone in charge. Once Julie
established herself as Alpha, Sisko’s training took
off, and he achieved the title of Canine Good
Citizen from the American Kennel Club (AKC)
this past spring! Hopefully, early this year, Julie
and Sisko will be working towards a Novice Rally
Obedience title.
Sisko is a dog of many talents! When he’s not
training with Julie in Obedience, he is running
Agility with Chuck. Chuck and Sisko have titled
in Novice Standards and Novice Jumper with
Weaves. Now they are on their way to earning
“Excellent” titles! Sisko is a dog that truly needs
a job to do. Lucky for him, the Muellers keep
him busy!
Please do NOT think that a mixed-breed dog
from the shelter cannot be trained or entered
into competitions. A dog does not need a pedigree to be a superstar! The AKC now allows
mixed-breed dogs to compete by having them
register as All American Dogs. They can
participate in all performance events such as
Obedience, Rally, Agility and Tracking.
Shelter dogs don’t have to be athletes to
be happy, productive members of society.
Many have become reading-assistance dogs,
therapy dogs, and loving, well-behaved
lifetime companions. Any dog given the gifts

of training and understanding can be a HUGE
asset to our community.
Shelter dogs can certainly present challenges, but I
have not met many in my thirty-five years of training who could not overcome their issues with time
and a kind hand. It may take a little more patience
to decipher their issues since there is usually
little to no history available about their previous
situations, but I have found these “Second Hand
Dogs” to be very grateful for their second chance
at life. They welcome the opportunity to succeed,
and can adapt to almost any situation.
If you are thinking of adding a dog to your life,
please consider a “Second Hand Dog.” Not only
will you be making a dog’s life better, you will
be making your own life better too! Learn about
Obedience, Rally, or Agility together. Get up and
do something with your dog. The two of you
can volunteer to help children learn to read, or
comfort someone at a nursing home or hospital. A
world of opportunity awaits you both! If Murphy
and Sisko can do it, so can you!!
Karen Kendall, of Karen’s Animal House, has been
an Obedience trainer since the late ‘70s. Many of
her students have gone on to compete successfully
at all levels of Obedience and Rally.

Sisko Mueller is a
Renaissance dog!
He runs Agility
with his dad,
George, and
competes with
mom Julie
in Obedience.

SAVE LIVES,
FIX YOUR PETS!

Over 8,000
adoptable animals
were put to death
in our community
last year!
We can fix this community problem
by spaying and neutering your pets
and put a stop to unwanted litters!

$25 for Cats
$35 for Dogs*

Saving Lives is a

S N A P!
.

.

.

.

SPAY NEUTER ACTION PROGRAM

575-524-9265

www.snapnewmexico.org
2405 W. Picacho (across from Peddler’s Pavilion)
Las Cruces

*For qualifying low-income families in Doña Ana County.
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12,001 animals had been processed by the
ASCMV through November of last year...

57% Lived

43% Died
14 Dog‘,Cruces
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The eyes held my attention—at least 1,200 eyes—
sad eyes, eager eyes, hopeful eyes, and eyes too tired to make any contact at all.
Vic and I saw 600 tails in various stages of wag
and swish, 600 lonely shapes and sizes and species, but the eyes had it—all the pathos of loss
or abandonment, all the challenge of one more
chance for a family.
The last time I visited the Animal Services
Center of the Mesilla Valley, locals called it “The
Pound,” and I had eyes only for my daughter’s
new puppy, the shyest and runtiest of a litter of
mixed-breed, Malamute-like puppies. We were
among other families adopting from a very
few adorable litters, and everyone was happy.
Forever after, when I passed the Animal Services
Center on Bataan Memorial West, my memories
were of a joyous little girl and her snuggly little
Hero—until I went back this December.
Perhaps I was naïve or oblivious those eighteen
years ago, or perhaps we’re more Shelter-oriented today, or maybe the increase in the county’s
population explains what’s happened, but the
ASCMV today is a labyrinth of rooms and kennels filled to capacity with homeless animals—
and there’s nothing joyous about walking those
passageways now.
Vic and I spent four hours with Director Beth
Vesco-Mock, whom everyone calls Dr. Beth.
As we walked from kennel to kennel, Dr. Beth

shared statistics, her goals for the facility, and her
appreciation for staff and volunteers, but she was
simultaneously making heartbreaking decisions.
The shelter isn’t big enough to accommodate
everybody—all the lost and unwanted and
abandoned animals in Doña Ana County. Decisions must be made, and someone has to make
them. I can’t imagine the job description—or the
fortitude demanded of a director who accepts
that onerous responsibility, alone.
The math is simple: if animals come in, animals
must go out. As we step around cages of new
arrivals in the hallway, Dr. Beth says, “When I
leave here [at the end of the day], there has to
be a place for them.” Vic and I were counting
the number of fosters and adoptions that would
have to happen in the next seven hours. It was
disheartening.
As we tried to swallow those images—and our
tears—we asked Dr. Beth how she makes those
life and death decisions. Essentially, she has to
look for animals that “could go into a home.”
Potential adopters are seldom attracted to shy or
fearful animals, reticent to consider animals that
don’t respond quickly to their expectations. Dr.
Beth is firm about animals that demonstrate aggressive behavior toward other animals or staff,

and “some...can handle being institutionalized,
and some can’t.”
Dr. Beth notes each animal’s demeanor as we
pass by each kennel. She knows their names and
how long they’ve been at the Center. She speaks
to many of them and tells their stories. The
puppies have an advantage because “everyone
wants a cute puppy to lick their face,” but it’s often too early to tell what their adult personalities
will be, and Dr. Beth dreads the idea of seeing
those puppies come back as adults because they
didn’t turn out exactly as expected.

As we step around cages of
new arrivals...Dr. Beth says,
“When I leave here [at the end
of the day], there has to be a
place for them.”
Doña Ana County adopters tend to adopt
females before males and favor Chihuahuas
and pit bulls, so it’s a geographic shuffle to try to
match dogs to communities to save as many as

No Room at the Inn
By Phyllis Wright,
with Vic Villalobos
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“Is she Adoptable? Probably,
But do I have room? No.”
possible. Dr. Beth says “I save a lot of Pits,” and
she transports many other breeds to Tucson and
Denver where they’re more likely to find forever
homes. The Center works with breed-specific
rescue organizations, which take most of their
incoming Golden Retrievers and Great Danes,
for instance. The Action Programs for Animals
(APA) also takes “specific dogs, 40 pounds and
under,” as well, but it’s a demanding cycle.
Despite all the agency support—and even the 38
animals adopted on-site the day we were there—
the Center is still full. How can that be?
The chickens—yes, chickens—are sent north
and east, and the rats scramble around not taking up much room, but the rabbits are another
tragedy. Dr. Beth pointed to a fluffy little sweetie
delivered after someone’s project was complete.
She asks “Can I say my kids are a project?” We
have a long conversation about responsibility
and pet ownership, and she notes that having
a dog, for instance, is not like having a “stuffed
animal” which can be outgrown, discarded, or
left alone in a corner to collect dust.
We asked how long the Center keeps its
adoptable dogs before giving up, and Dr. Beth
shared the essential question: “Sixty days after
treatment, do I drop them for a new group? The
more adoptable the dogs, the more I can make
room for new dogs.” Sixty days notwithstanding, we met an adorable Chow Chow mix, Oso,
who has been in the Shelter for nine months,
not far from Blackie, a lab mix, who has been a
kennel neighbor for almost as long.
And the cats? Same story. The cat room is full
to capacity, with new cats waiting in the middle
of the floor. Dr. Beth uses
a little plastic hand on a

“She has to go to heaven
today...If the room were
empty, I wouldn’t have to
make decisions right now.”

stick to play with the each of the residents. Cats
that won’t play or come to the front of the cage
are seldom, if ever, adopted. As one kitty cowers
under the hand, Dr. Beth says, “She has to go to
Heaven today” and then adds “If the room were
empty, I wouldn’t have to make decisions right
now.” She opened the door of another cage “to
see if the cat would come to front” in friendly
fashion. She didn’t.
I was leaking tears again, and Dr. Beth put
the situation into perspective with two simple
queries: “Is she adoptable? Probably, but do I
have room? No.” As silence descended over the
room and I stared at a caramel colored kitty with
a pink nose and quiet eyes, hoping against hope
that she would go for the hand or the front of
the cage, Dr. Beth asked, as if perhaps anticipating judgment, “Which one do you want to kill in
there?” I understood, and I was building kennels
as fast as I could in my mind, but she ran her
hands through her hair and over her eyes, and
no more space appeared.
I was struck by her body language and circumstantial word choice; when she had to articulate
the hard and mathematical realities of her
regimen, she used the straightforward language
of the thoroughly inured, “dead” instead of
“passed,” or “killed” instead of “euthanized.” But
when she spoke to the animals, themselves, she
called them by name and told them “heaven”
was nigh. In one context, she was the Director
who reasons out the best of the terrible solutions. In another, she was the animal lover who
confessed that when death comes to the hopeless
ones, by her own hand, in the fullness of responsibility, “we all cry.”
Through November of 2013, the Center had
processed 12,001 animals. Of that number,
2,155 (18%) had been adopted, 1,417 (11.8%)
returned to their owners, 1,692 (14%) accepted
by APA and breed rescue groups, and 5,137
(42.8%) sent to heaven. A dramatic 66% of
those crossing the rainbow bridge were cats. Dr.
Beth calls them “the forgotten species” and then
says, inadvertently underscoring the weight of
the data, “I love cats.”
The numbers tell a better story than the heartbreak. In 2007, a full 75% of Center animals
were euthanized, in contrast to the current
42.8%. All those numbers are too high, but a
32.2% decrease in six years bespeaks hard work,
or as Dr. Beth, who accepted the Directorship
in 2008, puts it, “relentless” work. The Center’s
mission statement includes using “all avenues
available to it in placing each animal into a safe,
loving, and permanent home whenever possible,” and every day, Dr. Beth wrestles with the
reality that “once [animals] are dead, they can

Photos by Vic Villalobos
with John Connell
Organic Photography
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“we all cry”

The Math is simple: if animals
come in, animals must go out.
never get a home.” She recalls her arrival when
she “couldn’t believe that more [were] coming.”
And they’re still coming, rescued from the streets,
surrendered by owners who’ve changed their
minds, left over from litters intended for profit,
injured, terrified, and unwanted.
The Center employs 40 staff and relies, as well,
on 100 volunteers who donate about 1,000
hours a month. Everyone is working hard.
The Shelter is in need of major renovations, a
situation that steals time every day. None of the
current kennels have drains, for instance, so each
one must be cleaned by hand. It isn’t fancy, but
Dr. Beth says “Our animals here do not have
options between the Hilton and the Motel 6. Our
dogs have the choice between the Motel 6 and
the dump. You ask the dogs here if they want the
Motel 6, and they wag their tails.”
There is an air of respect and affection for every
occupant. Pink or blue cards provide information for potential adopters. Every kennel has a
blanket or an elevated bed, though the puppies
like shredded paper and are often warmed by
heat lamps, as well. Male and female dogs usually board together because their relationships
tend to be peaceful. Dogs in outside kennels are
cooled by misters in summer heat. When I asked
about a particular dog several days after our
initial tour, two staff knew exactly which dog—of
hundreds—I was asking about and commented
knowledgeably on her personality. Hmmm. I can
recall environments where no one noticed or
remembered me in a group of 25.
Disease control is a constant battle, and often a
single puppy is housed with adults to prevent the
spread of parvovirus. The clinic examines every
animal “received at the Center,” vaccinates all
adopted animals, performs as many as 80 surgeries every week, and provides separate kennels
for recovery, for illness, and for kennel cough. Vic
and I learned quickly that once we petted the first
dog we met, we had to sanitize our hands before
we could pet another...and another...and another.

It’s mind-boggling to contemplate the enormity of the efforts and the budget attached
to caring for 12,000 animals from a single
county in a single year. It’s our county, our
community, and it tells a sad story.
What can we do? As Vic has said, we
can spay and neuter our pets, volunteer,
donate, foster, adopt—and perhaps we
can take a hard and honest look at the
problem. When I asked Tony Robles, the
Center’s acting Assistant Kennel Supervisor, for his explanation for the ongoing
overpopulation, he answered in a single
word, “carelessness.”
We’re careful with our cars and our
money; we’re careful with our lawns
and our leisure time. Many of us are
even careful with our nails and makeup, or our appliances and glassware.
How can
it be, then,
that anyone
is “careless”
with a life?

We’re careful with our cars
and our money...How can
it be, then, that anyone is
“careless” with a life?

We met Rodney, a golden
lab, on our
most recent
visit to the Center. He had been abandoned. His
ear had been so injured in an attack by other
dogs that he had to lose it surgically. He tore his
stitches and had to have a second surgery. He
got kennel cough and had to be isolated. Still,
when he put his head spontaneously in my lap, I
was reminded that even animals who have been
“through it all” may be willing to honor and take
care of us, without judgment, without reward,
and with untarnished hope. Surely we can do
the same.

The Center does the hard stuff, even to the point
of heartbreak. Let’s open our own hearts and do
everything we can to support them.
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All Breeds Welcome
Grooming & Bathing
Kennel Free Grooming
Kathryn Dickson & Mari Flores
3291 Del Rey Blvd. Ste. A
(Next to Ashley Furniture)

Hours:
Tuesday - Saturday 8am-5pm

575-323-3017
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Lori English, voice instructor to the stars, was
Smokee’s Mommy.
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The evening of October 5, after one final performance at the Blessing of the Animals ceremony at Trinity Lutheran Church, Smokee’s
heart stopped beating. It had given all it could
to her friends, family and community, and is
now at rest. This brave, big heart that gave so
much will be missed by all who knew her.
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$

$

Smokee’s community service has been officially acknowledged with letters of commendation from Senator Tom Udall and Congressman Steve Pearce. And this past summer, the
tiny crooner received a Gubernatorial Proclamation from Governor Susana Martinez marking June 18th and 19th, 2013, as Smokee
the Singing Chihuahua Service Days.
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Smokee delighted the
crowd at the inaugrural
Critter Christmas gala in
2011.

$

1

$

Performing at
the 2012
Critter Christmas

1

But Smokee was far more than a simple
entertainer—she was a first-rate fundraiser,
as well. Her fundraising activities began in
earnest in 2010 when the Animal Services
Center of the Mesilla Valley (ASCMV) was in
need. Smokee’s singing raised $200 in dona-

1

Smokee Barksdale English,
aka Smokee the Singing Chihuahua
2001 – 2013

$

Smokee was truly a “dog about town.” She
appeared in her Marine Corps Dress Blue Uniform at the annual Veteran’s Day Parade, was
at every Critter Christmas gala, attended the
Veterans Center Christmas Party, was a regular at Yappy Hours, and was a frequent visitor
at Senior Citizens Centers, resident facilities
and nursing homes. She often comforted and
entertained the wounded warriors at William
Beaumont Army Medical Center in El Paso.

$

Prior to her passing,
Smokee had embarked
on two additional fundraising efforts. First, she
helped raise money to
pay veterinary expenses
for a dog who was
injured in a local driveby shooting. Her final and most ambitious
project is still ongoing—the “Mile of Dollars”
campaign has recently been renamed the
Smokee Memorial Mile of Dollars to
honor this very special Chihuahua’s life of
service. Donors can exchange real currency
for faux dollar bills, on which they can write
their own names and/or messages. When a
mile’s worth of faux dollar bills have been purchased, they will be taped together end to end
and rolled out along Roadrunner Parkway for
the distance of one mile—signifying that over
$10,500 has been raised for the Doña Ana
County Humane Society. Donations for this
campaign can be made in Smokee’s honor to
DACHS.

1

Smokee performed for Governor Susana
Martinez, Congressman Steve Pearce and
his staff, and Senator Tom Udall’s staff. She
served as Grand Marshal for the Second Annual Great New Mexico Chihuahua ChaCha Run at Young Park, backed up by Las
Cruces’ Vos Vaqueros Men’s Chorus. And she
was always eager to raise her voice in song
whenever anyone happened to be celebrating
a birthday or other milestone when Smokee
was around.

1
$

1

$

1

$

1

Her next project was to raise more than
$2000 for the enlisted troops at White Sands
Missile Range. Smokee helped her “Mommy,”
Lori English, raise the money to purchase gift
cards for Thanksgiving or Christmas dinners
for the troops in 2012.

Many Las Crucens will
remember October 5, 2013
as “The Day the Music Died”

Smokee performed twice at the Southern
New Mexico State Fair, and appeared at a
host of local establishments, including Red
Mountain Café, Way Out West, Hoot-NAnnie’s and Cattlemen’s Restaurant. And, for
one glorious summer, she sang every Friday
and Saturday night on the patio at Farley’s.

$

$

1

$

1

$

1

tions. While not a “Pound Puppy” herself, she
wanted to do what she could to help those still
looking for their forever homes.

$

I

t all started on June 18th, 2001 when Miss
Smokee Barksdale English—or, as she
was better known, Smokee the Singing
Chihuahua—was born. From the beginning,
she seemed bound for glory. Smokee showed
a natural interest in singing whenever there
was music playing. She especially loved the
Baja Boys’ rousing anthem Who Let The Dogs
Out? She would start howling to the chorus
of the song, and it became her signature tune
whenever she performed. Smokee quickly
expanded her repertoire
to include other favorites
like Happy Birthday and
How Much Is That Doggie in the Window?

$

A Legacy of Service and Song

1

$

Dogs in the
Workplace
Just a short drive east of Las
Cruces you will ﬁnd the Safe
Haven Animal Sanctuary;
home to some 90 cats and
dogs all awaiting adoption.
The sanctuary operates as
the only “no kill” shelter in
all of Doña Ana County.
Pets residing at Safe Haven
receive excellent medical
care and attention while
awaiting their forever home.
Dedicated volunteers
provide them with quality
time, and those needing basic
training skills receive them.
The grounds are landscaped
to provide much needed
shade to the outdoor kennel
runs, while the cats lounge
in their own climate
controlled building. They all
love to receive visitors and
potential adopters.

For more
information visit
the website or call
575.805.5338

www.shaspets.com

Custom Cartridge

O

who—we’re
told—thinks
he owns the
place.

Rey and Terry formed an immediate bond
with Cano—who now spends his days at the
store getting treats from Custom Cartridge’s
patrons, playing fetch and eating the tags off
the gear. At night, when the store is closed
and his job is over, Cano heads home with
Rey and Terry after a long day at the office.
At the house, Cano is officially a lap dog,

On any
given day
you can stop
by the store
at 3225 S.
Main St.
and say hi
to Cano.
Bring some
treats, and
he might
even do a
trick or two!

ne day last summer, some friends of Rey
and Terry Gonzalez, owners of Custom
Cartridge Company, spotted a Lab-mix
puppy while driving down University Avenue.
They had tried to find his owners—with no
luck—and were leaving town. They called
Terry to ask if she could give the little guy a
temporary place to stay. Six months later,
Cano has a place to call his “forever” home.

Cano brings lots of
puppy energy to his duties
at Custom Cartridge Co.

Frame & Art Center

R

onald Saltzman, owner of Frame & Art
Center for the past 23 years, decided
to open his home as a foster for Kojak,
a rescue from Alamogordo. That was seven
years ago, and now Ron and Kojak are quite
attached to each other.
Kojak is a Corgi mix with an affinity for pine
cones, and he accompanies Ron to work
nearly every day. He even waits in the car
while Ron eats breakfast just to make sure he
doesn’t miss his ride!
Kojak is a “people dog”— he likes other
dogs, but for the most part he prefers playing
fetch or tug-a-war with humans. Sometimes
you’ll find him sitting outside with the pine
cones—waiting to teach a passing human

how to throw them just right. Kojak adjusts
his play to fit the strength of the human—he
is very gentle when playing with children.
On one occasion, Ron saw a family crying
outside while Kojak played with a child. Ron
went outside immediately to investigate. It
turns out they were tears of joy, as Kojak was
delighting the child—who had been terrified
of dogs up until he met the talented Corgi.
Kojak can usually be found either playing
with humans or just lying at their feet. But
there are times when he opts for some “me
time” by retreating to his crate. Head over
to Frame & Art Center at 1100 S. Main St.,
Suite 108, and be prepared to throw some
pine cones.

Ron Saltzman and Kojak
are ready to play Pine Cone Toss
on the lawn outside
Frame & Art Center.
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The Winter 2013 edtion of Dog’Cruces featured an
article by Tom Townsend describing the Coalition for Pets and People’s Zero in 7 program—a
12-point plan to reduce the number of healthy-animal euthanizations in Doña Ana County to ZERO
in seven years. The coalition consists of about 40
dedicated advocates from local animal organizations working together to achieve this ambitious
“no-kill” goal. We asked Coalition member Rick
Hahn to update Dog’Cruces readers on the program’s progress almost two years into its mission:

O

n May 29, 1953 Sir Edmund
Hillary and Tenzing Norgay stood
atop Mount Everest, the first humans ever to do so. It took a team
of over 400 to place two climbers
on the summit of the world’s tallest mountain.
People said it was impossible. It took a lot of
work, skill and intestinal fortitude—but they did it.
Closer to home, there are people who think that
“no-kill” is not possible in Las Cruces and Doña
Ana County. It is. It is a community effort requiring a lot of work, skill and intestinal fortitude.

1) Compassionate, resourceful leadership for
shelter and animal control functions
The Animal Services Center of the Messilla Valley (ASCMV), County and City Animal Control,
and the many local animal organizations and
advocates are building ever-stronger bonds,
providing leadership, and working together like
never before.

2) Adequate funding
A $68,000 contract was awarded by Doña Ana
County this year to provide critically needed
spay/neuter surgery and other animal services
in the community. This contract, plus private
grants, fund raisers and donations are what is
going to make “no-kill” happen.

3) A strong public relations program to encourage
community involvement
New this year is the Hound Dog Team. This
group performs speaking engagements, educating, enlightening and inspiring the people in our
great community about “no-kill.”

4) Engaging lots of resourceful and compassionate volunteers
We have in our ranks a small but growing number of volunteers who are doing the hard work
that needs to be done, come rain or shine. To
achieve our goal, we need many, many more.

5) Increased pet retention by owners

In some cases, this will require resources like
access to lower cost veterinary care or pet food
to help owners adequately care for their pets.
Please consider making a donation to the APA
(Action Program for Animals) Pet Food Bank.

6) A new approach to returning lost animals:
the pet microchip

Last November, the ASCMV (Animal Services
Center of Mesilla Valley) leadership initiated the
Saved By a Chip program. Qualified non-profit
animal organizations can purchase these life
saving devices from the shelter and provide
them to the public at little or
no cost. APA and the Coalition
have teamed up to stage low
cost vaccination and microchipping events once a month.
Often, over 120 people show
up to protect their pets.

safety net for an overcrowded shelter. Working
through their networks, they facilitate adoption of animals into forever homes. In 2012,
ASCMV transfered 1,133 animals to over 40
different reputable rescue groups.

11) Foster care
The ASCMV has on average 31 foster homes.
HSSNM has 6 active foster homes. APA has
about 30 foster homes at any time—a handful
of which foster non-stop.
According to Michel Meunier, President of
APA, “Those kind of fosters are hard to find,
but they help us save
the most lives. That
said, we need all
kinds of people to
foster—even those
who can only do so
a few times a year or
seasonally. Everyone
who fosters lends a
tremendous hand in our lifesaving efforts.”

There are people who think
that “no-kill” is not possible
in Las Cruces and
Doña Ana County. It is.

Microchips work—through
July of 2013, 1460 lost animals
were successfully returned to their homes, many
without ever setting a paw in the shelter.

7) High-volume, low-cost sterilization
From January to August of 2013, 2425 low cost
sterilization surgeries were performed throughout the county by the ASCMV, SNAP (Spay/
Neuter Action Program), HSSNM (Humane
Society of Southern NM), FCaMP (Feral Cat
Management Program), and Coalition for Pets
and People. In order to meet the objective of
Zero in 7, we need to increase that number to
about 1000 surgeries per month.

8) A program to address feral and
free-roaming cats
A dedicated team of community animal activists
engages the public in a conversation about trap,
neuter and return (TNR) of feral and free roaming community cats.

9) Medical and behavioral programs for animals
at the shelter
In 2012, 1371 animals were determined
to be too timid to adopt, and subsequently
euthanised. The ASCMV now has a team of
animal behavior volunteers working to ensure
that every animal at the shelter has the best
possible chance of getting adopted into loving
forever homes.

10) Active reliance on rescue groups
Rescue groups function as a temporary

12) Comprehensive adoption program
In the first eight months of 2013, 1631 animals
found forever homes through local animal
organizations and the shelter. Adoption events
are held daily, weekly and otherwise-periodically throughout the year. The ASCMV has
plans in the works to renovate the small dog
and puppy adoption room, which will enhance
the shelter’s ability to save lives.
A lot of good things are happening. We are making progress. But we have a long way to go, and
resources are stretched thin. We ended 2012 with
a shelter euthanization rate of 52%, the lowest
it has ever been. In 2013 it continued to drop.
A lot of groundwork has been laid, but so much
more needs to be done. The Coalition is always
looking for donations and volunteers. If you
would like to help out, contact the Coalition for
Pets and People on the web at www.zeroin7.org
or email us at TalkToUs@Zeroin7.org.
Sixty years since Hillary and Norgay’s historic
climb, there have been 5,104 successful ascents to
the summit of Mt Everest by 3,142 individuals.
Today, shelters collectively representing about 500
cities and towns across America, including those in
Kentucky, Virginia, Indiana, Utah, California, New
York, Texas and elsewhere, are saving roughly
90% of all animals—with some as high as 99%. In
Las Cruces and Doña Ana County, it can be done.
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Mon.-Sat. 7am-6pm
Sunday 2pm-5pm
(Pick up & drop off only)

mvpetresort.com

www.

Grooming

Bring in this ad for

10% OFF

Climate Controlled
Facility

any retail purchase

Obedience, Rally,
Agility Classes
All Companion Pet Boarding

Dona Ana County Humane Society • P.O. Box 1176 • Las Cruces, NM 88004

575.523.8853
2500 W. Amador • Las Cruces, NM

The Doña Ana County Humane Society’s mission is to serve as an
advocate for animals and their people in Doña Ana County, New
Mexico, and to maintain an environment of respect, responsibility
and compassion through education, legislation and leadership. The
organization is committed to reducing animal overpopulation and
defending the abused.

SOME SERVICES PROVIDED:

Animal Relief Fund (ARF) • Pets for Seniors Program
Alicia Melgarrd Memorial Pet Cemetary

575-647-4808
admin@donaanacountyhumanesocietyinc.org
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Traveling With Your
Best Friends
by Vic Villalobos

The Annual Tree Pilgrimage

R

ight after Thanksgiving each year, we
load our Golden Girls into the truck
and head for the mountains around
Cloudcroft, NM. It’s our annual treasure hunt
to find the perfect Christmas tree!

Cutting your own tree can be a lot of fun
— and every time we make the trip it’s a
different adventure. In the past we’ve taken
our neighbors’ kids along for the experience. I recall one year in particular when our
neighbor’s son, Gavin, took the responsibility
of picking the perfect
tree for his family very
seriously. We walked
and walked and walked
until he found a tree
he liked—then we
walked and walked
and walked some more
when he spied yet another,“better” tree in
the distance. Of course, after we harvested
Gavin’s 10-foot, worthy-of-a-place-in-Rockefeller-Center tree, we had to haul it BACK to
the car through knee-deep snow! I swear it
weighed 800 pounds. Finding the perfect tree
can be exhausting—but it’s worth the effort!

and then the tree up the hill looks even better…. Soon, my wife and I are yelling “I’ve
found the perfect tree!” at each other at the
same time. Meanwhile, the three dogs are
making snow angels, chewing on logs and
running as fast as they can between us. It
always takes at least an hour to decide which
tree is ours. Never fails. We’ve even tried
GPS-ing a tree we saw on a visit during
the summer, only to return in the winter
and still try to find a better one. It’s all part
of the thrill of the hunt.

Ruby enjoys
an all-natural
chew toy,
while Star
perfects the
art of doggie
snow angels.

Our permit limits us
to a tree no more than
10-feet tall, so there’s
no need to bring a
chainsaw. I just use my
trusty little hand saw
and in a couple minutes
we have our tree. We bundle the tree in a
tarp, and up on the roof it goes! Wet dogs
get corralled back into the truck (bring lots of
towels to cover your seats), and after a quick
stop in Cloudcroft for lunch, we head home
with this season’s prize.

We always hope for snow
on the ground—the more
snow, the happier the dogs.

We always hope for snow on the ground—
the more snow, the happier the dogs. When
Star gets out of the vehicle and sees the
snow, the first thing she does is roll around
and make snow angels. Ruby, on the other
hand, finds the nearest log she can fit in her
mouth and gnaws away while lying in the
snow. Lucy is the runner…run run run…play
play play. She loves to frolic in the snow! We
had to search a little for snow this year, but
the girls thanked us for finding them a little
frozen patch of heaven.
You need a permit to cut your own tree, so
our first stop is always the Ranger Station
in Cloudcroft. The permit costs $5—what
a bargain! Once we have our permit, we
make our way into the forest on one of a few
favorite trails that we’ve had good luck with
in the past.
You would think the process is easy: drive to
forest (full of trees), park truck, walk to tree,
cut tree. Well, trust me, it’s not that easy. Yes,
we drive to the forest; yes, we park the truck;
but then things get more complicated. Every
tree looks perfect until you get up close —
then suddenly the tree next to it looks better,

If you have never experienced the adventure
of cutting your own tree, I highly recommend
it. It makes for a great day out that everyone—on two and four legs—will enjoy.
I’ll close with a few helpful hints we have
learned over the years. If you’re going to
venture far from the vehicle, bring a GPS so
you can mark the car and get back safely.
As I mentioned earlier, you’ll probably need
lots of towels—snow-mud is every bit as
messy as rain-mud. Bring snow chains for
your tires—just because you have 4WD on
your vehicle doesn’t necessarily mean it will
get through the icy roads. Few roads into the
forest are well-maintained, and they can be a
bit rough after a good snow. Pack snacks and
water for both you and the pups—walking
knee deep in snow for a mile or so takes a
toll on everybody. And make sure you have
an extra cutting tool—nothing like having your saw break and trying to use your
Leatherman to cut a tree (yes, this actually
happened).

The perfect tree,
at last!

“Thanks for the
adventure, Dad!”

Most of all, bring your sense of adventure,
and start a new holiday tradition next year!!
Vic Villalobos is Mayor of Dog’Cruces.
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PetSavers, First Aid, CPR, and Rescue Breathing

is Hosting Pet CPR / First Aid Classes
Full Pet Saver Class: (8 hours)
March 15, 2014 • 8am - 5pm
(1 hour Lunch Break)
This Class Includes The Following:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Restraining & Muzzling
Primary Assessment
Rescue Breathing
Canine & Feline CPR
Choking Management
Bleeding & Shock Management
Snout to Tail Assessment
Assessing Pets Vitals
Pet First Aid Kits
Insect Bites & Stings
Snake Bites
Heat & Cold Injuries
Seizures
Dental Care
Caring For Your Senior Pet-izen

Pet First Aid Classes: (4 hours)
March 16, 2014 • 8am - 12pm
March 16, 2014 • 1pm - 5pm
This Class Includes The Following:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Restraining & Muzzling
Primary Assessment
Rescue Breathing
Canine & Feline CPR
Choking Management
Bleeding & Shock Management
Assessing Pets Vitals
Pet First Aid Kits
Insect Bites & Stings
Snake Bites
Heat & Cold Injuries
Seizures

PetSavers Class is $100 plus Tax
Pet First Aid Class is $50 plus Tax

The classes include a PetSaver handbook and a wallet size certification upon completion of the class. Also
available to Pet Professionals is an 8 1/2 x 11” size Certificate for $5, both are good for two years.

To sign up for your chosen class Please Call: (575) 523-8853

Join APA’s Doña Ana Pets Alive! Campaign to help
make Las Cruces the next No Kill city in America
There’s a compassionate, life-saving revolution taking place in communities
all across America. It’s giving voice to the voiceless and empowering everyday people to make positive changes for our deserving, 4-legged, homeless
friends. APA’s Doña Ana Pets Alive! campaign is a growing, communitywide grassroots movement to end the needless killing of the approximately
8500 healthy & treatable animals killed at the Las Cruces municipal shelter
every year. Nationally, 32 diverse communities (with more added each year
across the US), are now saving 90-97% of their sheltered pets. Doña Ana
County can do the same. To JOIN US, call 575-644-0505 or email at actionprogramsfor animals@yahoo.com. It takes a community effort to save our
homeless animals’ lives: from foster homes for dogs & cats, adoption event
volunteers, help from trainers/behaviorists, PR & graphic art skills & donations—we need YOUR HELP! P.O. Box 125, Las Cruces, NM 88004
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Penny for your
Thoughts

by Jenifer Woods

Sugar & Spice & Everything Nice

“S

he’s a Pit Bull, right?” “She’s got the gait
of a hound dog.” “That’s a Mastiff!” “She
looks like a Boxer.” “Weimaraner?” “Is
she part Greyhound?” “Those webbed feet mean
she’s a Retriever.” “Vizsla!” “Hey, it’s Turner and
Hooch!” “Beautiful dog—WHAT IS SHE?”
I had no idea. What was my little girl made of?
When I first met Penny, I assumed she was a red Pit
puppy, and the pictures we found on the internet
seemed to back that up. Then a co-worker pulled
up a screenshot of the Dogue de Bordeaux pup
at the end of Turner & Hooch—and it, too, was
the spittin’ image of my baby. As more and more
people opined about Penny’s genetic makeup, I
grew curiouser and curiouser about it, myself.

The darling little Boxer/Lab/Cane Corso pup was
about four months old when we found each other
last February 5th, so the beginning of October
seemed the right time to celebrate Penny’s first
birthday. Party time at the Dog’Cruces office!
I baked Margaret Dubbin’s Pumpkin & Apple
Oatmeal Cake (featured in Walter’s Lunchbox
in our Fall issue), and located a dog-appropriate
cream cheese frosting on the web. Add a little food
coloring, a crude portrait of our 16th president,
and the “In Dog We Trust” motto, and—voilá—a
penny cake fit for a queen!
Guests stuck pointy party hats on reluctant
furry heads while we sang to the confused—but
excited—birthday girl. She was resplendent in

• Boarding

Dogs, Cats, Birds, Rabbits,
Rodents & Reptiles

Not long ago, we could only guess at the breed mix
of our mixed-breed dogs. But thanks to the marvels
of modern science, we can now have our best
friends’ DNA tested to determine exactly which
snips and snails and puppy dog tails went into
making each canine creation.

her new purple dog cozy, and eager to dig into
the cake. The dogs loved the birthday treat and
tore through second helpings as quickly as they’d
devoured the first—while the humans who tasted it
all agreed that the dogs loved the cake. Oh well, it
wasn’t meant for us anyway!

The Wisdom Panel 2.0 DNA test was reasonably priced (a $49 Woot special) and very easy to
complete—the instructions were clear, the kit was
foolproof, and the postage was pre-paid. After
swabbing the inside of Penny’s cheek, I just packed
everything in the return box, dropped it in the mail,
and awaited the results. About two weeks later, a
detailed report came via email that declared
Penny to be a Boxer/Cane Corso/Labrador Retriever mix—with a portion being
unknown beyond the three generations for
which they test.

How wonderful to work in a place that welcomes
and celebrates our pets! How great would it be if
more businesses could make this happen?
It’s hard to believe I’ve had Penny for almost a
year. When the February 5th anniversary rolls
around, I won’t be baking a cake or making a fuss.
But I will hold the date in my heart and smile at the
prospect of many happy years to come.

Classes Start March 31,
July 28, & October 13
Puppy Manners,
Beginning Obedience,
Intermediate Obedience,
Competition Level Obedience,
Rally Obedience,
Agility

Call for details

Karen Kendall

Reading up on the three breeds was fun
and, of course, I saw Pennyness in every
one of them—much like any horoscope
reveals exactly what you want to believe
yourself to be. But it doesn’t really matter
which personality traits the breed standards say my dog should exhibit— Penny
is completely unique, and is much, much
more than the sum of her parts.
Intelligence, grace and a sweet, noble face
—that’s what my Penny-girl’s made of!

• Doggie Day Care
• Grooming
• Training Classes

Owner/Instructor

1646 Mahaney
Las Cruces, NM

Penny allows Wayne to
share
the first taste of her bir
cake, as a ravenous Nathday
patiently awaits his piecho
ce.

575-525-8065
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HARLEY-DAVIDSON ®
PET APPAREL
Even pooches want to look cool!
Dress them in official HarleyDavidson Pet Apparel, and they will!
Available at Barnett’s Las Cruces
Harley-Davidson®, I-10 @ Avenida
de Mesilla. 575-541-1440.
www.barnettharleylascruces.com

SPECTRA
SHIELD
Quick and Easy, snap-on motion. Flea
& tick protection for 4 months at a great
value. Convenient alternative to monthly
treatments. No more hassle remembering
to apply every month. Can be worn during swimming or bathing. Now available
at Horse N Hound Feed N Supply, 991 W.
Amador St., Las Cruces, NM. 575-523-8790.

www.horsenhoundfeed.com

THE HONEST
KITCHEN

PROTECTIVE
INFLATABLE
COLLAR

All new treats from The Honest Kitchen
are available at Better Life Pet Foods, 365
Avenida de Mesilla, Las Cruces, NM 88005.
575-527-9265.

Prevent dogs from irritating their
wounds and injuries. Inflates via
two-way air valve. Inflatable bladder
protects against bites and tears.
Available at The Feed Store, 5165
Doña Ana Rd., Las Cruces, NM
88007. 575-526-1463.

www.betterlifenaturalpetfoods.com

TAGG PET
TRACKER

www.thefeedstorenm.com

BLUE BUFFALO
WILDERNESS

26 Dog‘,Cruces

Provides an optimal balance of protein,
fats and healthy complex carbohydrates.
Ideal for outdoor cats’ active lifestyles.
A nutritionally complete sensible alternative to raw diets. Contains exclusive
lifesource bits that help strengthen your
cat’s immune system. Contains no corn,
wheat or soy. Available at Mesilla Valley
Pet Resort, 2500 W Amador.
www.mvpetresort.com

Winter 2014

Advanced GPS location and activity tracking. Text and email
alerts. Proactive health monitoring charts. Three months of
service included. Free Tagg app for iPhone and Android available
at Horse N Hound Feed N Supply, 991 W. Amador St., Las Cruces,
NM 575-523-8790. www.horsenhoundfeed.com

FROZEN CUSTARD
Come try the Gizmo, Mango Dango and Strawana.
Free Poochie Cone with Purchase.

Mon-Thur 11-9 • Fri-Sat 11-10 • Sun 12-9
Dogs Must Be Leashed. Thank You.

575.647.5066
590 S. Valley Dr
Las Cruces

575.521.1161

131 Roadrunner Pkwy
Las Cruces

27 Handcrafted Ales & Lagers, Produced on Premises Also Awesome
Nachos, Burgers, Sandwiches & Homemade Root Beer Floats.

Mon-Sat: 11am - Midnight • Sunday: Noon - 11pm
Live Music Thur & Sat 8pm-11pm
www.highdesertbrewingco.com

575-525-6752

1201 W. Hadley Ave • Las Cruces, NM

• Mexican Hot Dogs,
Burgers & Top-Dog
Mexican Food.
• Big Selection of Draft &
Bottled Beer.
• Well-Behaved Pets on Leash
Always Welcome on Patio

www.andelerestaurante.com

Open Daily • 11am-9pm

575-526-1271

1983 Calle Del Norte • Mesilla, NM
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Walter’s

Rescuer’s
Prayer...
Now I lay me down to rest
I pray my soul can stand this test
Of watching critters lose their homes
While owners gripe and cry and moan
I long for strength of spirit and
I pray they’ll find a home again
Where they will know a loving heart
I can’t do much, but its a start...
And spare me from the owner’s pleas
About the baby’s allergies
Or how they’re moving out of state
Or spitefulness ‘tween cat and mate
Please keep me sane while dealing with
The woman who bought as a gift
A wriggling tiny ball of fluff
That now is playing way too rough
Remind me I should bite my lip
When confronted with “he grew too quick”
“I didn’t know he’d get so large”
“He seems to think that he’s in charge”
Protect my heart when I hear them say
“I think we’ll breed our dog one day”
Sometimes I think it’ll break in two:
Each day brings trials harsh and new
And if I die before I wake
I pray one hopeless soul you’ll take
My tears are gone, my faith is bare
Lord, please hear my rescue prayer
Author
unknown
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Lunchbox
by Walter Dubbin
(as told to Margaret Dubbin)

Fighting Winter Weight Loss

H

appy New Year, Folks! I hope all you peeps
and pups had a fabulous holiday filled with
fun and family. I had grand adventures over
the holidays with Mom, Dad, and my brother
Butthead! We headed out to Tombstone, AZ for
Thanksgiving to catch up with Ol’ Wyatt Earp, Big
Nose Kate, and the rest of the rough and rowdy
bunch at the O.K. Corral. Then for Christmas
we played in the snow and painted the town of
Durango, CO. Check out my blog, www.walterslunchbox.com, for pictures and details of all the
dog-friendly establishments we visited.

Droolin’ Good Gruel is a great “stick-to-your-ribsand-warm-your-belly” kind of meal full of protein
and nutrients. Mom serves it to me warm as a
midday snack or as a topping to my regular kibble
at meal time. So, cook up some for your pups
while winter is still here!

A big THANK YOU to everyone out there who
voted for The Blues Brothers in the Better Life
Natural Pet Foods HOWLoween costume contest.
Although Butthead and I didn’t win first place for
the Great Dane Rescue of El Paso, we did win the
six month’s supply of Honest Kitchen food which
Mom is using to supplement my high calorie meals
in an effort to keep some meat on my bones
through the bitter cold New Mexico winter.

NOTE: ALWAYS consult with your veterinarian regarding ingredients, serving sizes and special dietary
requirements prior to changing your pet’s diet.

It seems I lose quite a bit of weight during the
colder months. Mom panicked last winter when I
lost nearly 15 lbs, and we went through a battery
of tests, blood work, etc. which resulted in proving
what I knew all along—that I am not only devilishly handsome, but am also a perfect example of
health and wellness in a dog…like the canine version of Michelangelo’s David, only more cuddly. I
just need to eat a lot more cookies when it’s cold.
Woo-hoo! Mom also uses my winter weight loss
as an excuse to bundle me up in ridiculous itchy
sweaters, fleecy pajamas, and other very uncool
winter attire! I like to pretend that I hate it—but
secretly I really do like feeling all cozy and warm.
I suppose I also tolerate the humiliation of silly
sweaters since she does feed me pretty darn well.
Droolin’ Good Gruel is a particular winter favorite.
Mom makes this with a homemade bone broth
from big game that she and Dad harvest on hunts.
They keep the shanks of the animal (recently, an
Oryx). It is not the most desirable cut for cooking
beacuse, though it has a lot of meat, it also has
a lot of fascia, tendon, and cartilage surrounding
the meat. But you can cook the shank in the crock
pot all day with some water, and by the end of the
day that yummy meat separates easily from that
chewy fascia, leaving shredded meat perfect for
stews like Posole. What Mom also found is that by
straining the remaining juices in the crockpot and
skimming off the fat you have a great tasting broth
for serving over kibble, freezing into PUPcicles in
the summer, or for cooking stew.
Margaret Dubbin is the owner of one of the very few Bona
Fide Woman-Owned Engineering & Construction Companies
in this region.

February is coming up, too! Don’t forget your
furry Valentines this year—surprise them with
these super delicious “Be My Berry Valentine”
Cookies. These, too, are full of heart-healthy
ingredients and antioxidants. As always, they’re all
natural, wheat-free and sugar-free, too!

Droolin’ Good Gruel
• 1 lb Oryx, or other red meat
(ground)
• 3 C bone broth (or all natural
low sodium beef broth)
• 1 sweet potato, peeled and diced
• 2 C frozen peas • 1 Tbs coconut oil
• 1 C brown rice, uncooked
On stove top, heat oil in large stock pot over medium heat.
Add ground meat and diced sweet potato. Cook until meat is
browned. Add bone broth and frozen peas, cover, and bring to
a boil. Add rice, cover, and bring to a boil again. Reduce heat
and simmer until rice is cooked through and sauce thickens.
Allow to cool before serving. Store leftovers in a sealed
container in the refrigerator for up to one week.

Be My Berry Valentine Cookies
• 2 C Brown Rice Flour
• 1/2 C Flaxseed Meal
• 1/2 C Rolled Oats
• 1 C mixed berries
(raspberries, blueberries,
cherries, strawberries,
blackberries)
• 1 very ripe banana
• 1 Egg • 1/2 tsp. vanilla
• 1/4 C dry milk powder
Preheat oven to 325°F. Combine dry ingredients in a large
mixing bowl. In separate bowl, mix together berries, banana,
egg, and vanilla until thoroughly blended. Add wet ingredients to dry ingredients and mix until forming a stiff dough.
Allow dough to rest for about 30 minutes for the oatmeal to
absorb excess moisture. Knead dough until all ingredients are
thoroughly distributed. Divide dough and roll out sections
between pieces of parchment paper or on a floured surface to
a 1/4” thickness. Using cookie cutter, cut out shapes and place
onto parchment lined cookie sheets. Bake for 30-45 minutes
or until center of cookie is firm. Leaving cookies in the oven,
turn off oven, and allow cookies to completely cool.

Kat ’s
Korner

by Kat Lacy

Don’t Throw Me Away, Mommy!

Y

ou adopted a kitten or received one as a gift
for the Holidays. Oh, it was the cutest little
thing! He played and tumbled and attacked
hidden shadows, purred loudly on your chest, and
licked you with that sandpaper tongue. Now, a
year later, your kitten is a yowling cat that claws
your nice furniture and pees in the corner of the
living room. He’s driving you crazy, and you want
to throw him the heck out of your house.

If your cat is still “marking” inside the house after
you’ve taken these measures, safe and effective deterrents are available. A product called
Ssscat has a motion detector on a can of air that
sprays at your cat when it goes into a restricted
area. This works great! Ssscat keeps your cat off
the counters, out of certain rooms, off furniture,
etc. when you’re not home. When you are home
and catch your feline foe in a bad act— a good,
old-fashioned spray bottle will help teach him
Unfortunately for many cats, literally being
what is unacceptable behavior. A product called
thrown away isn’t all that uncommon. When the
Fizzion (fizzionclean.com) is a truly amazing
kitten becomes a cat, many
odor eliminator that can
owners do not know what
help you reclaim your clean
“Setting
free”
a
cat
raised
indoors
to do. They “let it go” to live
is almost equivalent to letting your house during training time.
in the wild, thinking this is a
better choice than the animal three-year-old child figure out how to The number two reason
shelter, since he will likely be
people throw their cats
beg for food on the streets.
euthanized there.
away is clawing up the
furniture. This, too, is an easy fix! Cats are active,
“Setting free” a cat raised indoors is almost equivplayful creatures that must sharpen their claws as
alent to letting your three-year-old child figure out
part of their nature. Fill your house with multiple
how to beg for food on the streets. Domesticated
cat trees and scratching devices to help satisfy this
cats don’t know how to feed themselves right off
need. You can purchase scratchers and climbing
the bat. They’ve eaten kibble and had access to
trees or you can make them yourself. A branch
fresh water all their lives —no pouncing, hunting,
with sisal rope wrapped around it will work
or scavenging involved. Not only does a domestic
wonders, but you must provide your little leopard
cat have to learn how to hunt, she also has to
several places to claw. And have your handy spray
face dangers never encountered in the comfort of
bottle ready to divert kitty away from your furniyour home: the threat of speeding cars, attacks by
ture and towards his very own cat furniture.
neighborhood strays, sexual assault by roaming
tom cats, the bad intentions of wicked kids, and
assorted diseases and injuries. Sounds kind of like
a scene out of Les Misérables!

Don’t let this happen! You have a responsibility to
make your cat a happy, well-adjusted member of
the family. If not, the horrific consequences of life
on the streets await your once-adorable kitten.
The number one reason millions of cats are surrendered to shelters or turned loose each year is
inappropriate urination. This usually is not a problem if your cat has been fixed— so do this immediately if you haven’t! Talk to your vet or contact
SNAP for low-cost spay and neuter options.
Have your cat checked for a urinary tract infection. Of course, follow your vet’s advice if a UTI
is present—but also stop feeding your cat kibble
if he has developed an infection. Almost all UTI’s
are cleared up by switching to a wet diet, so feed
your cat a high quality, grain-free canned and/
or raw food diet. Also, place more filtered water
bowls throughout the house and add another
litter box for kitty’s use. Change to a non-clay litter. Clay litters can be absorbed into the intestinal
tract and cause blockages.

Provide plenty of fun and exercise by playing
with your cat. Neko Flies (nekoflies.com) are
the best cat toys ever made! Fifteen minutes of
chasing this life-like bug around will make your cat
happy and exhausted—and will likely be the most
entertaining quarter-hour of your day.
If you’re still having trouble, visit the websites below. They contain a multitude of ideas and strategies for dealing with all kinds of cat issues. From
yowling to unprovoked attacks, you’ll find answers
from two acclaimed professionals, My Cat From
Hell’s Jackson Galaxy (jacksongalaxy.com/
category/catification) and Mieshelle Nagelschneider (thecatbehaviorclinic.com).
The pure enjoyment you’ll get from a well-trained
adult cat will provide both of you with years of
happiness, love and better entertainment value
than cable TV. Pets do not understand when we
abandon them and are completely unprepared
to live on their own when we do. It’s our duty
as humans to take care of these creatures, so
please—don’t throw them away.
Kat Lacy is the owner of Better Life Pet Foods.

Bringing the
Community
Together for
the Animals
• Pet Help Line / Caller Assistance
• Lost / Found Animals &
Re-Home Website Posting
• Website Posting for Animals in Need
• Adoption & Fostering Program
• Spay Assistance
• Volunteer Program
• Critter Clubs / Humane Education
• Volunteer Program
• And MORE!
Support HSSNM by
becoming a MEMBER

575-523-8020
P.O. Box 13826,
Las Cruces, NM 880013

www.hssnm.org
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Volunteer
Opportunities

Get Involved and Help!!

V

olunteering is good for the soul, and the
Las Cruces Animal Community includes
many fine organizations that always need
good people to join their ranks. Check out the
groups below to see which one(s) would be
the best fit for you!

Humane Society of Southern NM
(HSSNM)
PO Box 13826
Las Cruces, NM 88013
575-523-8020
www.hssnm.org

ACTion Programs for Animals
PO Box 125
Las Cruces, NM 88004
575-644-0505
www.actionprogramsforanimals.org

Las Cruces Dog Park Coaltion
PO Box 11345
Las Cruces, NM 88013
575-312-1741
www.lcdogpark.com

Animal Service Center of the Mesilla
Valley (ASCMV)
3551 Bataan Memorial West
Las Cruces, NM 88012
575-382-0018
email: pdeal@las-cruces.org
or visit www.ascmv.org

PetSmart/HSSNM Cat Adoption Center
Contact Evelyn at 575-650-6746
EvelynRanma52@aol.com

Doña Ana County Humane Society
(DACHS)
PO Box 1176
Las Cruces, NM 88004
575-647-4808
www.Doñaanacountyhumanesocietyinc.org
Feral Cat Management Program (fCaMP)
P.O. Box 3912,
Las Cruces, NM 88003
575-639-3036
email: fcamp@nmsu.edu
www.nmsu.edu/~fcamp

Safe Haven Animal Sanctuary (SHAS)
If you would like to Doñate your time to
SHAS, you may call 575-527- 4544, email
preciouspaws6@yahoo.com or visit SHAS
website at www.safehavenanimalsanctuary.net
Spay/Neuter Action Program
of Southern NM (SNAP)
2405 W. Picacho
Las Cruces, NM 88005
575-524-9265
www.snapnewmexico.org
Therapaws
575-524-2026
therapaws@gmail.com
www.therapydogs.com (parent organization)

If your organization has volunteer opportunities available and would like to be included in our
next issue, please email us at info@dogcruces.com

Featured Group

Great Dane Rescue of El Paso
(Serving Las Cruces & El Paso)

Great Dane Rescue of El Paso (GDREP) is an all volunteer, breed specific and giant breed, 501(c)(3)
non-profit organization. These Great Danes and other Giant Breed dogs reside in foster homes that
provide food, training, medical care and LOVE till the dogs are adopted into loving homes. GDREP is
in need of foster homes, transport to and from GDREP foster homes, cash donations, and gift cards
to Costco in El Paso. Please support all fundraising efforts as well, such as the Albertsons community
card which donates a portion of your purchases at Albertsons—these can be obtained online at
www.gdrescueep.org/images/Albertsons_Partners.pdf. To learn more about Great Dane Rescue of
El Paso, go to www.gdrescueep.org, email: gdrep1@yahoo.com, or call 915-328-2023.
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