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Don't Leave Fido Home!
Lots of businesses
in town will
welcome both
of you!
Page 15

Puppy Love Page 10
Dr. Pirtle lets us know what every puppy
needs to get a good start in life!

56 Years Page 21
and Going Strong!
DACHS has had one simple mission for
more than half a century: to help animals.

Traveling
with the Pack

Page 23

If your animal family resembles the Brady Bunch,
an RV can be a great way to hit the road!
Page 19

Paws with a Cause

Therapaws provides comfort and joy to
both young and old in the Mesilla Valley.
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PLUS...A Double Dose of Jess Williams...Photo Contest Winners...Kenneling Your Dog...Don’t Declaw Kitty!...and More!
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We will beat any Local Competitor’s Pricing!

Canidae • Avo Derm • NutriSource • Honest Kitchen • Nature’s Variety
Taste of the Wild • Pinnacle • Blue Buffalo • Premium Edge • Wellness
Fromm • Natural Balance • Evangers • Zukes • Felidae

*FREE LOCAL DELIVERY with $50 purchase!

15 OFF

$
2

*

Your Purchase of $45 or more.
,

Expires 03.31.12

Dog‘per
Cruces
Winter
*One coupon
household
per2011
month. **See store for details.

365 Avenida de Mesilla
Las Cruces, NM 88005

575.527.9265

www.BetterLifeNaturalPetfoods.com

SEE SPOT.
SEE SPOT SUN.

LAS CRUCES

VETERINARY ASSOCIATION

SUNSPOT... SUN!
Don’t get caught napping – zero your electric bill
with Sunspot Solar! Instead of paying high electric bills,
you’ll get checks from the electric company!

Plus, 40% tax credits!

SEE SUNSPOT SOLAR !

 3 !LAMEDA "LVD s ,AS #RUCES
   s WWW:ERO-Y%LECTRIC"ILLCOM
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Old Mesilla Kennel

Offering Full Pet Care and Kindness Services
BOARDING AND DAY CARE

• Climate-Controlled Indoor / Outdoor Runs
For Your Dog’s Comfort and Exercise
• Nutritional High-Quality IAMS and
PURINA Pet Food
• Attention to Detail and Kindness Always
Toward Your Pet

• Health Monitoring Attention, Including
Prescriptions
• Supervised Playtime Upon Request
• Conditioning and Training Special
Services Upon Request

FULL SERVICE PRECISION GROOMING
• Bath, Brush and Blow Dry
• Hand Brushing / Combing / De-Shedding
• Haircuts - Scissors, Clippers and Trimming

• Nail Trims and Ear / Eye Cleaning
• Flea and Tick Shampoos and Dips
• Other Services as Agreed Upon

FULL RETAIL AND GIFT SHOP
Quality Food and Treats • Toys and Chews • Pet Supplies and Necessities

We are very meticulous about our kennel and grooming facilities and welcome your
inspection at any time. Call (575) 526-2213 to arrange a tour or with any questions

WE ARE FULL SERVICE!!

We Look Forward To Serving Your Pet
Visit us at www.oldmesillakennel.com
Member of National
Dog Groomers
Association Of America

5755262213
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3036 Avenida de Mesilla

(Hwy 28 North • 200 Yards South Of Stoplight At University Ave)

Hizzonor, the Mayor!

R

esearching this issue’s cover story,
“On the Town with Fido” was a lot
of fun—for both me and my dogs. It
reminded us what a great city Las Cruces
is for dog-lovers and how open and
welcoming many of the area’s retailers and
restaurants are to our four-legged friends.
My travels around town with Lucy, one of
our Goldens, really drove home the point
that the Las Cruces “animal community” is
so much more far-reaching than all the terrific animal aid organizations we highlight
here in the magazine. It’s everyone who
considers their pet a genuine member of
the family, everyone who contributes time
or money to animal causes, every business
or street vendor who keeps a stash of
treats for their canine customers and, really, anyone who can’t imagine life without
their dogs.
And there are A LOT of us!
So I got to thinking...the title of “Managing
Editor” never really suited me. A) I can’t
edit anything, and B) I’m much more of an
outgoing, hand-shaking kinda guy.
I want to be Mayor of this great
dog-town.
No, not that Mayor (congratulations, Ken!),
but the first-ever Mayor of Dog’Cruces!
And so I am.

What? Just like that? No election? Well,
in case you missed it, there was an election. For one day. On Facebook. And,
though I ran unopposed, a last-minute
write-in campaign for Nacho (curse you,
Anna Juarez!) made it a little too close for
comfort. But thanks to some quick ballotstuffing and a bribe for our front-office
manager, Crystal, the mayorship is MINE
for the next eight years. Yes, eight years.
I can’t afford to run every four years...and
I’m hoping the shady election tactics will
be long forgotten by then.
So what does a Mayor Vic really mean for
you, my constituents...my people? Well,
I did run on a platform of no taxes and
more dog treats. And a sincere promise—
through this magazine and every other
way I can think of—to highlight all the
good pet-related things about our community, as well as the areas we need to
improve. Sometimes the good can be
taken for granted as we work to eliminate the bad—but we should never lose
sight of everything and everyone who
provide positive influences on life here in
Dog’Cruces.

(DACHS) are featured this quarter—they
are tireless champions of responsible animal ownership; Kat Lacy gets to the truth
about de-clawing your cat and provides
training tips to keep kitty from scratching up the furniture; and my good friends
Steve and Nancy take over my “Traveling
with Your Best Friends” column to share
what it’s like to hit the road in an RV—
with countless animals on board! And so
much more...
2011 is drawing to a close, and I want to
thank everyone again for all the support you’ve given us as we get this new
magazine off the ground. Keep sending
in photos, story ideas, people or dogs we
should profile and any other feedback you
want to share—we love to hear from you.
And I know 2012 will be even better.
Trust me. I’m the Mayor.

Vic Villalobos
Mayor of Dog’Cruces

Write to us at:
Dog’Cruces Magazine
580 S. Valley Drive, suite 100
Las Cruces, NM 88005
or email us at :
Vic@DogCruces.com

Our Winter issue takes a tour of some
of the animal-friendly businesses here in
town; Dr. Pirtle shares his wisdom about
caring for a new puppy, and Jess Williams gives us some things to think about
before getting a pup; the good people of
the Doña Ana County Humane Society

Dog‘Cruces Magazine

580 S. Valley Drive • Suite 100 • Las Cruces, NM 88005

www.

575-528-8505

.com
Local Resources for:
Health, Nutrition, Adoption,
Lost & Found, Events
Log on & join
& Furry Fun!
the community today!

Publisher
Marla Honeycutt
Managing Editor/Mayor of Dog’Cruces
Vic Villalobos
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Charissa Paskowski, Jenifer Woods
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Crystal Sonnette, Phyllis Wright
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Andie Fierro, Jenifer Woods, John Connell
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For a complete
calendar of events, visit

DogCruces.com
List is updated
as events are announced

JANUARY

Walk Your Pet Month
Saturday January 14
National (yes National!!) Dress Up
Your Pet Day
Saturday January 14
4th Annual Animal Blessing Festival

St. Anthony Orthodox Mission, 518 N.
Hadley (corner of Alameda). Event starts
at 3pm, with the blessing at 4pm. Several
new programs are added this year: an obedience training demo from A.J.’s Canine
Academy; pet nutrition with Katharine
Chrisley, NHC, RMT; and dog and cat
treats provided by Better Life Pet food
store. Contact Michael at 575382-9705 or
Father Gabriel at 575524-2296.
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Tuesday January 24
Change a Pet’s Life Day

FEBRUARY

Pet Dental Health
Month

The American Veterinary
Medical Association
(AVMA) reminds pet lovers to care for their pets’
teeth like they do their
own. Periodontal infections have been linked to
diabetes, heart attacks,
strokes, kidney disease
and other life threatening disorders. The
AVMA encourages all dog and cat owners
to take steps to control plaque on their pets’
teeth and see their veterinarian for dental
checkups.

Monday February 6
AKC/Eukanuba National Championship
Dog Show

Premieres on Animal Planet and will be simulcast on Discovery Channel on Monday, February 6, 2011, from 6-9pm (Mountain Time).

February 6 - 12
Have a Heart for Chained Dogs Week
Visit DogsDeserveBetter.com to see how
you can help make a difference!

Monday & Tuesday
February 13 & 14
Westminster Kennel Club Annual
Dog Show

Monday: watch live on USA Network from
6-7pm (Mountain Time) and continue on
CNBC from 7-9pm. Tuesday: watch live on
USA Network from 6-9pm.

Monday February 20
Love Your Pet Day.
Wednesday February 22
Spay Day! National Spay Day!

MARCH

Poison Prevention Awareness
Month

Educate yourself on poison prevention
for your four-legged friends. Every home
contains a variety of everyday items and
substances that can be dangerous or even
fatal if ingested by dogs and cats.

Dog‘,Cruces

Winter 2011

7

10%
OFF
r
Mini-Details o
s
Complete Detail

*Small 4 door vehicle.
Some restrictions may apply.

AUTO BODY & PAINT SHOP • DETAILING • HAND WAX • WINDOW TINTING
SPRAY-IN BEDLINERS • OIL CHANGE • BRAKES • TUNE-UPS & MORE...

575-527-2277
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1401 W. Picacho
Corner of Valley & Picacho

Your

’

Best Friends
Best Friend!
Quality Pet Care
IN YOUR OWN HOME
In Business Since 2004
Fully Licensed, Insured & Bonded
Proud Member of:

Pet Sitting

Pet Taxi
Dog Walking
Overnight Stays

petstr4u@aol.com • 575 523-8723
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Puppies: Start Smart
S

ince the holidays and spring seem to
be common times of year for people
to acquire a new puppy, now seems
like a perfect time to discuss the basics of
veterinary care in this edition of Dog’Cruces!
Following are some common questions and
general answers that will cover most situations. However, always consult with your veterinarian for advice that fits your particular
pet and circumstances.

When is it safe to take a puppy
from the mother?
Most puppies will start to wean from their
mother and transition to solid food by four
to six weeks of age. Once a puppy is eating
solid food it is usually
safe to take it to a
new home – usually by five to seven
weeks of age.

How often should you
feed a puppy and
what kind of food
should it eat?
Call Greg for a Personal Estimate

575-805-8284

cinderellaspetsitting.biz

WE SUPPORT

Helping people and their pets
live better lives together.
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Toy breed puppies
and other small
breeds should be
fed as frequently as
every four hours to
help prevent episodes
of low blood sugar.
Most breeds will
benefit from feeding
four times daily, with
a gradual transition to
less frequent feedings as they mature over the
first few months of life. Feed a name brand,
high quality growth food, and follow the bag
guidelines for the size and breed of dog to
determine the amount to feed. Very small
or young puppies may need to eat canned
food or have a dry food softened with a small
amount of water until they are able to eat a
dry diet.

When does a puppy need to see a
veterinarian and start a vaccination
schedule (puppy shots)?
Some puppies may have had initial vaccinations, de-worming, or veterinary care when
they were acquired from a breeder. Regard-

less of what vaccinations have been administered, it is best to take your new puppy to a
veterinarian as soon as you possibly can. An
initial health exam should be performed, after
which your veterinarian will outline a proper
immunization schedule for your new puppy.
It’s a great idea to take a fecal sample to this
first visit so your puppy can be checked for
any intestinal parasites. Generally an immunization schedule should start by 6-8 weeks
of age, with regular immunizations performed
every few weeks until your puppy reaches
16-18 weeks of age. A rabies immunization
needs to be administered at 3 months of age
in the state of New Mexico. Core vaccinations
for all puppies include Canine Distemper
Virus, Canine Parvovirus, and several other
infectious diseases.
This first visit is a
great opportunity for
To avoid Parvo, your veterinarian to
puppies should answer any questions
you might have. I
not venture out suggest writing quesinto the world tions down ahead
of time so you can
until they’ve
go over them with
completed their your veterinarian at
the time of the first
full vaccination check-up.

schedule –
16 to 18 weeks
of age.

When should a
puppy begin taking
heartworm
preventative?

In most instances, it
is safe to start your
puppy on heartworm preventative medication
around the first visit to your veterinarian, at
approximately 8 weeks of age. Consult with
your veterinarian about a proper heartworm
preventative program at your pup’s first visit.

When can I start applying a flea or tick collar,
dip or other medication to my puppy?
The safe age to apply flea and tick product
varies greatly with the brand and type of
product. Not all flea/tick products are the
same! Use caution before applying any flea
or tick medication to a young animal and
read the label carefully for full safety precautions. Consult with your veterinarian first
about safer and more effective products that

,
The Vet s View
by

Dr. Scott Pirtle, DVM

for a Lifetime of Love!
are appropriate for your puppy, and never
combine multiple types of flea/tick control
products at the same time.

When is it safe for my puppy to go on walks in
my neighborhood, to the park, or to the dog
park or a groomer?
The biggest concern with puppies having
contact with other dogs, or frequenting locations where other dogs have been, is contagious disease. Canine Parvovirus in particular
is very environmentally stable, persisting
in the soil or on contaminated surfaces for
long periods of time. While it is possible for
a puppy to acquire parvovirus in your yard,
it is definitely riskier for your puppy to have
contact with other dogs and with these high
risk environments until a full vaccination schedule has been
completed – again, at
16-18 weeks of age.

When can I get my
puppy spayed or
neutered?

However, there are several reasons why
most veterinarians will wait until your puppy
is a few months old before spaying/neutering. First, it is better to have your puppy
completely vaccinated before performing an
elective surgical procedure such as spaying
or neutering. Since most dogs do not reach
sexual maturity until at least 7-9 months of
age, there is plenty of time to schedule your
dog to be spayed before the first heat cycle;
while still completing an adequate immunization program. Puppies under 4 months of
age tend to have a higher risk of anesthetic
complications, as well.
Once your puppy completes its immunization
schedule at 4 to 4½ months of age, it is time
to discuss spaying or neutering with your veterinarian. Five to seven months
is a common age for most
pups to go through this
very important surgery. Consult with
your veterinarian
about any questions you have
before your pet’s
surgery. He or
she can discuss the
anesthetic protocol,
blood tests, IV fluids,
surgical and anesthetic
monitoring, pain control, as well
as the surgical procedure itself, to
help you understand all the factors
involved in this significant event in
your dog’s life.

...Spaying or neutering
[your puppy] before sexual maturity
(7 - 9 months old) can DECREASE
the risk of health problems
later in your dog’s life.

Studies have
shown that there
are no long-term
health concerns
associated with spaying
or neutering young puppies, as early as a few weeks
of age. This practice is very common
in animal shelters and adoption agencies.
There are no health or behavioral benefits
to waiting for your young dog to go
through a heat cycle, breed, or have a
litter of puppies before being spayed or
neutered. In fact, spaying or
neutering before sexual
maturity can decrease
the risk of health
problems later in
your dog’s
life.

This should answer some of your questions about basic veterinary care for a
puppy, but always consult with
your veterinarian about any
specific concerns you
might have with
your own dog.
Enjoy your
new
puppy!

Care for your

Newest Family Member
with

Products
from

Triple Wormer

• Available without a prescription
• The broadest-spectrum dewormer available OTC
• Easy and convenient
chewable tablets
• Treats and controls seven strains
of tape, hook and roundworms

Spectra 5

• Available without a prescription
• Contains type 2b parvovirus for rapid immunity and
cross protection against all recognized ﬁeld strains.
• High titer, low passage parvo fraction. High vaccine
titers have been shown to overcome low-level maternal
antibody interference in
puppies.
• Meets or exceeds all
USDA Standards
• Convenient choice of IM
or SC administration
• Ideal ﬁrst shot for puppies
- no Lepto fractions.

526-1463

M-F 8:00-6:00 • Sat. 8:00-4:00

5165 Doña Ana Road
(Just north of Ray‛s and Day‛s)

Dog‘,Cruces

Winter 2011

11

‘T is the
Season...
Throughout the year – and particularly at Christmas and
Easter – animal advocates get knots in their stomachs
thinking about how many well-meaning gift-givers
will purchase live animals as gifts for relatives
and friends.
A pet – even a goldfish – represents a
significant and ongoing responsibility, and taking care of a pet properly
requires that the owner understands
and embraces the animal’s basic and
extended needs regarding food, water,
shelter, affection and medical care.
Giving a living, breathing creature as a gift
confers to the recipient all of these responsibilities,
and often the recipient – while excited at first – will
not ultimately be prepared to attend to the daily
and long-term obligations that accompany pet
ownership. This is particularly true of children.
In every case, it is the animal who suffers when its owner loses interest or
chooses to penny-pinch on time and resources devoted to the animal. The
animal ends up neglected, mal-nourished, uncared for and resented.
In the case of highly social animals like dogs, cats, birds, rabbits and rodents,
lack of meaningful daily attention can result in aggressive behavior toward
humans and other animals. Once this behavior begins, it’s very difficult –
sometimes impossible – to reverse.
Caring for an animal properly also requires a significant financial investment
for veterinary check-ups and treatments, dental care, grooming and quality
food. To properly budget for most animals’ care, a responsible owner will
put aside about $1,000 per animal per year. Sometimes that figure goes
higher in the case of a medical emergency, but rarely does it go lower for a
well-cared-for pet.
Everyone loves the surprised look on a gift recipient’s face, but that look is
momentary, and caring for a pet far outlives the moment.
Every Christmas, puppies and kittens are given as gifts, and they face an
uncertain future as a result. Every Easter, baby chicks, bunnies and ducks
face the same uncertain fate. Birthdays roll around throughout the calendar
year with the same risks for the animals given in love but received in surprise
by often unprepared recipients.
Ghandi said, “The greatness of a nation and its moral progress can be
judged by the way its animals are treated.”
Giving animals as gifts is risky business for all parties involved, but most
especially for the animals themselves.
Please, as you’re shopping for gifts this year, by all means consider adopting
a shelter pet as a gift to yourself and your family. But only if you’re ready for
the responsibility and the costs.
Last year, more than 800 cats and more than 700 dogs were surrendered
by their owners to the Animal Services Center of the Mesilla Valley. Many of
these animals were originally given as gifts, but the new owners could not
provide the care the animals needed. Some were adopted out, but many
more were put to death.
No animal should meet this fate, so please: If you’re shopping for others –
particularly children – resist the temptation to give a living animal, and opt
for a stuffed one instead. If a stuffed animal lacks attention after the novelty
has worn off, it just gets dusty, but it doesn’t suffer, and it doesn’t die.

Requiem
for
Bakker

(Author’s note: This piece was originally written on March 16, 2002 and mailed to a few
dozen people whose lives had intersected with me and my dog. Every day, people have
to make hard decisions about aging pets, whose quality of life has deteriorated and whose
suffering is unbearable. We are fortunate in Las Cruces to have several veterinarians willing
to make house calls for these long-suffering pets, thereby allowing a dignified death in
familiar environs – at home. This is one such story of an amazing dog, an emotional human
companion and a compassionate veterinary staff, right here in Las Cruces. Revisiting it
again – almost 10 years later – brings back every memory as if it were yesterday.)

I have owned four pool tables. Under each of them there has been a Presence, and she has been named Bakker. Bakker the blue heeler has been, for
16 years, a constant companion. Plutonium-powered, the dog zigged and
zagged her way through parties and quiet nights, always watching me, always letting me know that I have been loved in a way that humans – stupid
creatures that we are – can never quite fully embrace. Until tonight.
Tonight I came home from work (work sucks) to find Bakker far from the top
of her game. It’s been about a year since she lost her hearing, although she
continued to bark. It’s been about a year since she lost her bladder control,
although she still respected the rugs. But tonight, the loss was suddenly
exponential. Her eyes – eyes that once could track a tennis ball at 50 mph
for a back-flip catch – were cloudy. Her legs – legs that could once clear a
six-foot fence from a 20-inch frame – were wobbly.
And so, out of respect, I called the vet. Sixteen years of tears interfered with
the message, but the vet understood, and so...
I took Bakker out to the front porch, and we sat for a good long while. I
stroked her ears and scratched her neck and told her stories that she knew
better than I did. A truck was coming, with a shot that would end it, but we
mostly forgot about all that and looked at each other. If the words “thank
you” can be conveyed with no words at all, we had that moment, courtesy
of her good grace, and we waited for the truck. This dog, who hated to be
bathed her whole life, patiently endured the tears that fell on her face and
told me, in her own way, that she was grateful.
When the truck arrived, and the women came with the purple serum, my
dog snuggled close to me and put her paw up and gave me a lick. And then,
in her way, she stared at me. This is a dog who – during her life – loathed to
let me out of her sight, and so she fixed her gaze. The needle was inserted.
She blinked a couple times. The purple liquid flowed. She moaned once.
She died with her eyes open, looking at me, telling me – in her way – that
she remembered everything. She also forgave everything. She was a saint.
When she was five weeks old, way back when, I drove her from Las Cruces
to Albuquerque in a brand new Lincoln. The little puppy was scared, so
she clung to me, like a papoose, which suited me fine. We were almost to
Albuquerque when she whined a tiny whine that I didn’t understand. In
a moment, she peed. All over me. What could I do but laugh? And so we
drove on the few minutes on to our new home.
In the instant of her death (staring!), she peed all over me again, as if to
prove that we end where we begin, and that a model of consistency is a
good thing. I was in no hurry to change clothes. I wept for our friendship,
and for our stories.
In Bakker’s life, she loved nothing more than to be told, “Get your ball.” We
wore out dozens – perhaps scores – of tennis balls. She never tired of the
game. She was plutonium powered.
To lose a dog is to lose a part of yourself. A friend of 16 years. And at the
end, a friend who will not concede eye contact. I am lucky to have shared
her space. I am grieving to have buried her body. I am hopeful that we will
meet again. I don’t give a damn whether she pees on my shirt.
Goodnight and Godspeed, Bakker. We had a good run. Go get your ball.

Jess Williams is Director of Public Information for Doña Ana County. He serves on the board of directors of the Animal Services Center of the Mesilla Valley
and is President of the Doña Ana County Humane Society, which strongly supports the mission of the Animal Services Center of the Mesilla Valley.
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Saving Lives Is A

SNAP

Thousands of animals are put to
death or suffer unnecessarily in Doña
Ana County each year! You can help
us solve this community problem by:

Ask
our l about
o
prog yalty
ram

Spay/Neuter your pets! If you need financial help
call SNAP! SNAP helped with over 1,418 spays/
neuters in Doña Ana County in 2010.
Volunteer with SNAP! Help with special events, in
our office or even from your home!
Join the 5-5-5 Club! If 500 people donate $50 a
month in the next 5 years we can substantially
reduce the numbers of dogs and cats that are
needlessly put to death in Doña Ana County each
month.

575.524.9523 • 1310 N. Valley • 575.635.0977
www.

pawspringsgrooming.com

To learn more call:

575-524-9265
or check us out online at:

wwww.snapnewmexico.org
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The Farmers & Crafts Market on the
Downtown Mall is a veritable
Disney World for dogs!
Sights, sounds, smells, friends,
treats, toys and lots of love and
attention make this a
be-there-or-be-square
social site for your pooch
on Wednesdays and Saturdays!
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ere we are in Las Cruces NM, in
the Land of Enchantment, and you
will most definitely think you’re
enchanted if you are a dog in our
community! We all know that pets
have become family members in
our households; these days they accompany us
on rides to the store or short trips across town
or to drop off the kids in the morning. Our furry
family members look forward to the daily outings
almost as much as they look forward to our putting on the “let’s go walking” shoes when we get
home from work. But what about the rest of the
week? We want to share more time with our canine kids, and happily the Las Cruces retail world
agrees and is only too happy to accommodate!
Let’s go for a day on the town with Lucy, one
of our three Golden Retrievers. How about
breakfast on a warm outdoor patio on a cool
December morning or lunch at your favorite
Mexican restaurant? Nothing is better than having your well-behaved pet napping at your feet
while you enjoy a pastry or a burger. Now let me
say that one more time, WELL-BEHAVED PET!
Before we continue to talk about all the great
places you can share with your new traveling
companions, we need some ground rules. First,
they must be well-behaved; second, they must be
well-behaved, and third… well, I think you know
where I’m going with this.
Proper etiquette is a must when taking your
pooch to a public area. Nothing worse than a dog
that constantly barks at the table next to you. I
realize the squirrel in the tree next door is very
enticing, but your dog needs an off switch

when you ask her to stop. Now that’s easier said
than done. I mean, look at me: at best, I, myself,
have only a pause switch! It’s true, though, that
we’re all more comfortable when we know what’s
expected of us, and that goes double for our
canine companions! They depend on us to share
consistent expectations and consistent praise for
their good behavior!
Places like the Farmers & Crafts Market
(Wednesday & Saturday on the Downtown Mall)
are great places to take your pet for socialization,
and if you’re really lucky, you will come upon
one of the many tables that have special treats
for your canine family members. When we park
to go the Farmers Market, our dogs get really
excited, knowing exactly where we’re going and
what probably awaits them: lots of treats and lots
of loving from everyone who wants to pet them!
Often, half-way through the market, while my
wife Shannon continues shopping, I’m lagging
behind because our fair-haired dogs are enjoying
neck rubs from the kids walking by, or they’ve
been lured by the memory of previous trips and
tables they “know” have a bag of treats hidden
somewhere.
This endeavor of writing an article on all the
places you can take our dogs turned out to be a
lot larger than I imagined! I thought I knew all the
places in town that welcomed our pets because
we take our dogs pretty much everywhere with us.

Lucy knows she’ll get
a little something
slipped under the table
when we have breakfast on
Mesilla Valley Kitchen’s patio!
Dog‘,Cruces
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Having selected tonight’s dinner at
Better Life Pet Food, Striking can
hardly wait to get home and
tear into the bag!
Boy was I wrong! I’m sure there are more places
to visit than we even know about (and more being
added all the time), but for now we’ll just visit a
few of our favorites....
Let’s make a day of it! First, a hearty breakfast
at one of our regular haunts: Mesilla Valley
Kitchen on Lohman, where pets are always welcome on the patio. Fortified with food and armed
with a honey-do list, we’re in luck because lots
of area home
improvement
If you don’t know whether
and hardware
a store or restaurant allows
stores will
dogs, call ahead to make sure. allow Lucy
to help with
the shopping.
Who knows...maybe your
Take a trip to
request will add your favorite Lowes Home
Improvement
place’s name to the list of
on North Main
Furry Friendly places!
or Home Depot on Telshor
Avenue. Both will welcome you with open arms,
and your pets can help you pick out your new
tub—one that’s big enough for them! Now if only
they could help you install it!

the corner of Valley and Picacho. “Dogs
are welcome here!” says Don, the store
manager. “We’ve only been open a
short while, and we already have our
regulars.” Regular dogs, he means!
If you live in the north valley, you’re
probably already familiar with the local
RTD hardware store on Valley Drive.
What you may not know is that . . . you
guessed it, you can bring your dogs! Try
out a dog run, or just hang out in the
back corner of the store where they keep
the pet supplies. They know our pets are
members of our families!
While spending some time at Johnston’s
Hardware on Picacho Avenue, I was told
“of course dogs are welcome.” Next thing
I knew, they were telling me about Paco,
the Aussie mix, who comes into the store every
week, or Hammer, the pit bull, who knows exactly
where they keep the treats behind the counter. But
a store favorite is the carpenter’s dog who heads
directly to get the chalk line tool in the third isle
and brings it up to the counter! Hmmmm...maybe
Lucy could be doing more to help me shop.

Perhaps you want to take your dog with you while
you get some help and ideas on building your
own custom dog house—having the future occupant with you is better than a measuring tape, for
sure. And we all appreciate a business’s interest in
our pets and projects! Gary, at Sutherlands on
El Paseo, tells us that when folks come in hoping
to construct a special dog house, his staff will help
put something together for them. He says pets are
such frequent shoppers, “we know so many of the
dogs by name.”

I think it’s about time for a lunch break! Where to
go eat? Your choices are plentiful if you would like
to take Fido along for some lunch. We’re in the
mood for a Mexican Hotdog (and anything else
we want off the regular Andele’s menu) at Andele’s Dog House in Mesilla. Starting back up
again in March, you can enjoy the “Yappy Hours”
on the back patio at the Dog House. Enjoy some
good food and good fun for the good cause of
supporting the Doña Ana County Humane Society and the Spay/Neuter Action Program.

If you’re up north on Valley Drive, don’t miss out
on a stop at the new Tractor Supply Store on

Now for a little after-lunch coffee. How about
heading over to The Bean in Mesilla or maybe

International Delights on El Paseo? Either
way, you’re sure to enjoy yourselves on the
outdoor patios. Don’t let the cool weather scare
you off—the pooches enjoy this time of year, and
many establishments offer heat lamps on their
patios, so cuddle up in your favorite sweater and
enjoy a day on the town.
Now that we’ve finished lunch, we better get back
to shopping! Many people don’t realize that when
we shop for pet food, our pets actually want to
be there! And once again the local stores come
through for us. Take a stroll through Petco on
Lohman, and your dog will find a tasty treat at the
register on the way out, or run down to Pet Barn
on Valley Drive so Fido can test your favorite
leash—or maybe his favorite— prior to purchase.
Horse N Hound Feed N Supply on West
Amador is one of Lucy’s favorite places to visit because Curtis and Amanda and everyone there just

You can get anything
off Andele’s regular
menu across the
street Andele’s
Dog House...
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...and your canine
kids are welcome
to join you on the
heated patio!

Splash finds something he likes on the
toy aisle at Horse N Hound Feed N Supply

Good girl Lucy patiently
awaits her free Poochie
Cone at Caliche’s
pour on the love and attention. Lucy helped me
pick out some shiny western jewelry for my wife,
and insisted on a new bandana for herself and
some breath-control treats for her sisters! At Better Life Pet Food on Avenida de Mesilla, Shannon and James always enjoy telling the story of
Diesel the Boxer who comes in on a regular basis,
always near closing time and always with his eyes
quietly fixed on the vacuum in the corner. On one
famous occasion, Diesel came in while James was
vacuuming, and the next thing they knew, Diesel
was attacking the vacuum and wrestling it to the
floor. Needless to say Diesel won that fight!
Oops! I needed to pick up a tail light for my
mom. She’s been pulled over for missing one….
But that’s a whole other story. I made a quick pit
stop at Carquest on Valley Drive, and as Lucy
and I entered the store together, we were greeted
by “who’s that pretty girl?” I assumed they were
talking about my dog and not about me! At the
register when I bought the tail light, they told me
my dog could come back any time. That inspires
me to go along!
A phone call from a friend reminded me about
my dentist, Dr. Sudimack, and I remembered all
the dogs I had
seen out back while I
was getting
my teeth cleaned.
I decided
to go back
to his office,
Dental
Associates, up
on
Solano, for a visit.
Now I should be clear up
front that they do not officially
allow dogs here…sorta…. It turns
out all the employees get to bring their
dogs with them to work, and on occasion a
patient or two will bring their pooches along for
a play in the back yard with the resident dogs.
I asked Dr. Sudimack how this all got started?
It turns out he had a garden in the back of the
office, but when someone started bringing in one
of his dogs, everyone soon realized that gardens
and dogs don’t mix real well. The dogs won, and it
has grown into a fun—and comforting—aspect of
visiting the dentist’s office.

By now it’s almost dinner time,
and my dog is starving! Or at
least she thinks she is; the 15lbs of
treats she got from the local stores
don’t count in her mind. So before we head to dinner we’ll make
a quick stop at the Azul lounge
patio inside the Hotel Encanto
for an appetizer and drink (soft
drink, that is). The Azul lounge is
home to the APA’s “Canines and
Cocktails” fundraisers that will be
returning in the spring.
For dinner, We’re heading back to Mesilla for
fabulous fajitas on the patio at El Comedor.
Now we’re happy and full—but not too full to hit
Caliche’s on Valley for a pumpkin pie caliche for
me and a complimentary Poochie Cone for Lucy.
The perfect end to the perfect doggie day!
As we head toward home, I realized there’s simply
no way to hit all the dog-friendly places in Las
Cruces in one day. Places like La Viña Winery,
Kiva Patio Café, Custom Cartridge Co., or
my favorite pizza place, Zaffiro’s on the Downtown Mall, will just have to wait for another time.
Well, there’s always tomorrow! I guess we’ll just
have to spend another dog day out to continue
our story—with more food, more friends, and
more fun with our canine kids.
Lucy and I can’t wait!
Article by Vic Villalobos, Mayor of Dog’Cruces
Photographs by John Connell Organic Photography
and Vic Villalobos.
Special thanks to spokesmodels Striking and Splash
and to Steve Stochaj for allowing them to appear.

Carquest doesn’t care who brings your auto part to
the register...as long as he picks out the right one!

American Classifieds/Dogcruces
580 South Valley Dr. #100
Andele’s Dog House
1983 Calle Del Norte
Azul Lounge
500 South Telshor Blvd.
The Bean
2011 Ave De Mesilla
Better Life Pet Foods
365 Ave De Mesilla
Caliches
2 Locations, Valley and Roadrunner
Carquest
455 North Valley Dr. # 1
Custom Cartridge Co.
3225 South Main St.
Downtown Farmers
& Crafts Market
Dowtown Mall Las Cruces
The Feed Store
5165 Doña Ana Rd.
Farleys
3499 Foothills Rd.
High Desert Brewing
1201 West Hadley Ave.
Home Depot
225 Telshor Blvd.
Horse N Hound
991 West Amador
International Delights
1245 El Paseo Rd.
Johnston’s Hardware
1002 West Picacho Ave.
Kiva Patio Café
600 East Amador Ave.
La Viña Winery
4201 South Hwy 28 - La Union
Lowes Home Improvement
3200 North Main St.
Mesilla Valley Kitchen
2001 East Lohman Ave.
Mesilla Valley Pet Resort
2500 West Amador
Milagros
1733 East University
Pet Barn
1600 South Valley Dr. # B
Petco
3050 East Lohman
Petsmart
2200 East Lohman
Ride On Sports
525 South Telshor
RTD Hardware
4501 North Valley Dr.
Spirit Winds
2260 South Locust St.
Sutherlands
845 El Paseo
Tractor Supply
1440 West Picacho Ave.
Weinerschnitzel
3 Locations in Las Cruces
Zeffiros
136 South Water St.
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Tired of Hearing

“No Pets Allowed”
Stop Paying Rent and
Own Your Own Home!
www.oakwoodlc.com

DL#01101
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375 N. Valley Dr • Las Cruces

Workin ,’ Like
a Dog

Hi !

My name is Skippy,
and I’m a Therapaws
Therapy Dog. It’s the
best job in the world,
and I want to tell you
all about it....

Therapaws:
Warm Hearts, Cold Noses

but that’s pret ty easy because they’re all really cool like me. Not everyone who tries out
can get certified, but it’s worth the training
time to get to be a therapy dog!
In the past, Therapaws teams have participated
in classes for developmentally disabled students
throughout the Las Cruces Public School System,
as well as the Lions Club Summer Camp for the
Deaf and Hearing Impaired.

H

ere in Las Cruces, 40+ Therapaws dogs and
their owners make hospitals, nursing homes
and hospices (and many other places!) more
like home by sharing all their doggie love with
patients and residents who may need a warm hug
from a furry friend.

I get soooooo much at tention when we visit
the nice people in the big buildings! Sometimes they just want to pet me, but sometimes
they tell me about their dogs back home or
about dogs they had long ago when they were
children. I’m a great listener, and I can tell it
makes their hearts happy to have me there.
Therapaws has been around since 1992, and is
affiliated with Therapy Dogs Incorporated (TDI),
which operates in all 50 states, Canada and
Puerto Rico. TDI sets strict testing and training
criteria for Therapaws and other organizations
around the country, and provides insurance coverage for dogs while they’re on duty. Therapaws’
human volunteers must first prove to be dedicated
and have the “right stuff” to function well and
safely in the working environments. Once that’s
established, their dogs join them in the quest for
certification as a Therapaws team. All dogs must
be at least one year old, have proof of current vaccinations and love bring around people.
I didn’t just jump right in to being a Therapaws dog: I had to pass a test (well, my poop
did), go on some supervised practice outings,
and promise to follow the rules—including not
to bark, even just to say hello! I also have to
get along with the rest of the Therapaws pack,

Recently, they’ve begun branching out to other
venues, visiting NMSU freshman dorms to help
with homesickness and other stresses associated
with the big changes college brings. Another new
and very rewarding endeavor is the reading program at the Boys and Girls Club. Youngsters who
are having some difficulty learning to read are
encouraged to read aloud to a therapy dog—who
listens intently without judging or criticizing.
My favorite thing is when we get to visit kids!
Don’t let anybody tell you that unconditional
love is a one-way street...all the good feelings I offer up to them come back to me in a
genuine, giggly, uninhibited rush of love.
Both White Sands Missile Range and Holloman
Air Force Base have invited Therapaws to attend
Military Appreciation Days.
I’m really proud to show my respect for the
soldiers and airmen when we get to go to
the military bases. They’re very serious and
focused, but they relax and smile when they
pet me and scratch behind my ears.
The annual Christmas Blitz is one week in
December in which Therapaws teams visit all
three area nursing homes. It brings a whole lot
of seasonal cheer to everyone—residents, staff,
volunteers and, of course, Skippy and his therapy
dog buddies.
Someone always brings a camera along on the
Christmas Blitz. A nice lady in a wheelchair
had her picture taken with one of the pack;
she loved it so much she wheeled herself all
around showing off the photo.
Nothing beats being a Therapaws therapy dog!
Therapaws is always eager to welcome new
members to the group. Contact Charlene
Curry at Therapaws@gmail.com or call her
at 575-524-2026 if you’re interested.
Diana Massingale and her dog Buddy are Therapaws volunteers.
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Where dogs are good people.

All Breed Dog and Cat Grooming.

Hours: Tues.-Sat.
9am-2pm
Walk-ins welcome until 2pm

Melissa Ames
Owner/Groomer

415 S. Valley Dr.
Las Cruces, NM 88005

575.202.8597
Want To Chase
More Rabbits?
Want To Meet
New Dogs?
Want To Bury
More Bones?
Harold, The
Homefinder, Is
Your Guy.
Carol Babington, CRB, CRS, CIPS*,

Harold’s owner, will assist your owner as well, to find new DIGS.

WWW.CAROLBABINGTON.COM
575.524.4588
To give a Rhodesian Ridgeback a new home, visit:
www.rhodesianridgebackrescueme.org

*Certiﬁed Real Estate Broker, Certiﬁed Residential Specialist,
Certiﬁed International Property Specialist, Las Cruces Assoc of Realtors 2012 President.
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Helping Animals
Since 1955

DACHS
DACHS’ board of 11 people from various walks of life have skills and experience
that make for a dynamic group with talent, ideas and energy and one common goal:
to help animals.

($4,000) and Southern
from left:
The DACHS board of directors, yl Yarnes, New Mexico German
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David Cha
Doña Ana County Humane Society, founded in
1955, is going strong 56 years later with a mission
to improve the lives of companion animals in our
county.
DACHS is not a shelter, but administers three
programs that indirectly aid the Animal Service
Center of the Mesilla Valley:
Animal Relief Fund (ARF): This program
helps low-income people with their emergency
veterinary bills. DACHS pays 100% of the cost up
to $500 upon proof of low-income status and a
$50 co-pay. ARF, which was started in the fall of
2010, has helped more than 70 people keep their
pets rather than letting them suffer, or surrendering them to the shelter for euthanasia because
they can’t pay the bill. DACHS is on track to
spend $20,000 on this program this fiscal year,
thanks to a $10,000 matching grant from Banfield
Charitable Trust.
Pets for Seniors: DACHS provides vouchers
good for $50 off the cost of adopting a shelter
pet for seniors age 60 and over. That makes the
cost of adopting a shelter dog only $25, and
completely covers the cost of adopting a cat.
An additional incentive to this program is a $75
voucher for seniors adopting senior dogs (pets age
5 and over), making the adoption free. Also, local
dog trainer Judith Tudor offers free training for
any dog adopted by a Pets-for-Seniors client. This
program, which began in February of this year,
has already given vouchers to more than 60 senior
citizens. That’s more than 60 shelter pets who
have gone to forever homes!
Community Grant Foundation: This program
provides funding to other area animal welfare
organizations whose missions align with DACHS.
Any local 501(c)3 animal-welfare organization
is eligible to apply for the $20,000 in annual
funding. The groups that garnered the first awards
are: Spay and Neuter Action Program ($8,000);
Safe Haven Animal Sanctuary ($7,000); Southern
New Mexico Bassett Hound and Beagle Rescue

Lawitz and the energy and
dedication of our board,
the Doña Ana County Humane Society is making
a positive difference in the community while supporting the mission and dedication of the staff of
the Animal Services Center of the Mesilla Valley,”
DACHS President Jess Williams said. “We come
to this work with a love for animals and a realistic
attitude toward community education regarding
animal welfare.”

Yappy Hour: A monthly get-together for people
and their dogs at Andele’s Dog House, 1983 Calle
del Norte in Mesilla. This event was popular back
when DACHS ran the shelter on Hwy. 70 and was
revived earlier this year by DACHS and SNAP,
both of whom benefit from the proceeds. November was the last month for Yappy Hour until
spring, but we’ll see you there again in March!

DACHS is actively recruiting new members and is
involved with ongoing fund-raising to support its
mission and programs. There is no government
funding. To learn more, visit our Facebook page.

Richard Hahn, left, with DACHS President Jess Williams,
was the recipient of DACHS’ first-ever “Above and Beyond”
award for rescuing a dog whose leg had been broken
at the hands of an abuser.

DACHS’ fund-raising activities include:
A Critter Christmas: This annual gala was held
Saturday December 10 at the Building Industry
Association, 2825 N. Main St. It was a festive
evening of fun, food, drink, live music by La Cella
Bella and a live and silent art auction, emceed by
Vic Villalobos and benefitting DACHS, SNAP and
the Animal Service Center of the Mesilla Valley.
Pet Calendar: This desktop planner/organizer
features photographs of pets from around the
community and their people. This is the first
year DACHS has produced the calendar and it’s
already in its third printing. Calendars are $20 and
make great gifts; they are available at the SNAP/
DACHS office, 2405 W. Picacho Ave., and at Better
Life Pet Foods, Blue Gate Gallery, Calista Animal
Hospital, Enchanted Gardens and Horse ‘n Hound.

Strut Your Mutt: A new event jointly organized
by SNAP and DACHS in partnership with Best
Friends Charities, Strut Your Mutt debuted September 17 at Young Park to a large crowd of dogs
and their people. It is part of national Strut Your
Mutt week, with events from coast to coast, and
Las Cruces’ event included a dog walk, contests,
food and booths.
DACHS also owns and operates the Alicia
Melgaard Memorial Pet Cemetery on the East
Mesa, about 7 miles east of Las Cruces. It is a
peaceful resting place for approximately 500 pets,
including horses and birds, with natural
desert landscaping and a commanding
view of the Organ Mountains. There are
two annual community clean-ups at the
cemetery, one in the spring and one in
the fall. Local Boy Scouts sometimes
spearhead the clean-ups as their Eagle
Scout project.

Missy the cat,
whose human is artist
Mary Zawacki,
checks out her photo
in the 2012 DACHS
Pet Calendar

To volunteer or learn more about how
you can help, call (575) 647-4808, or
e-mail dachslc@hotmail.com.
Kathy Lawitz is executive director of
DACHS.
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Helping people and their pets
live better lives together
•Pet Food Bank •Outreach
•Resources •Advocacy

ACTion Programs
for Animals (APA)

Visit our website‛s Animals in Need page for listings
of Lost/Found pets and those needing new homes.

actionprogramsforanimals.org

www.

Dona Ana County Humane Society • P.O. Box 1176 • Las Cruces, NM 88004

APA, P.O. Box 125, Las Cruces, NM 88004

575-644-0505

The Doña Ana County Humane Society’s mission is to serve as an
advocate for animals and their people in Doña Ana County, New
Mexico, and to maintain an environment of respect, responsibility
and compassion through education, legislation and leadership. The
organization is committed to reducing animal overpopulation and
defending the abused.

SOME SERVICES PROVIDED:

Animal Relief Fund (ARF) • Pets for Seniors Program
Alicia Melgarrd Memorial Pet Cemetary

575-647-4808
admin@donaanacountyhumanesocietyinc.org

Bringing the Community
Together for the Animals
• Pet Help Line / Caller Assistance
• Lost / Found Animals &
Re-Home Website Posting
• Website Posting for Animals in Need
• Adoption & Fostering Program

•
•
•
•
•

Spay Assistance
Volunteer Program
Critter Clubs / Humane Education
Volunteer Program
And MORE!

Support HSSNM by becoming a MEMBER

575-523-8020

P.O. Box 13826, Las Cruces, NM 880013 • www.hssnm.org
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RV There Yet?

No matter how tired you get,
do NOT let your dog
drive the RV.

Traveling With Your Nancy Chanover and Steve Stochaj
Best Friends...in a Motorhome!
by

L

eashes? Check! Water? Check! Dog food?
Check! Water and food bowls? Poop bags?
Medications? Check! Check! Check! Traveling with your dogs requires a bit of extra gear and
advanced planning, but with the proper amount of
both, you and your four-legged friends can be enjoy
a lifetime of adventures together on the road.
Dog is man’s best friend, so why NOT include him
as part of your traveling adventures? We have been
traveling with our dogs for the past 16 years – first
by car and now mostly by motorhome – and have
learned a number of lessons along the way:
Food & Water: Most dog foods can be found at
any grocery or big-box store in the U.S., but if you
feed a specialized food that’s hard to find, you need
to bring enough for the entire trip. Water is easy to
find (unless you’re going camping in the backcountry), but some dogs with sensitive stomachs can have
unpleasant reactions to a change in water from what
they’re used to. If your pooch has a sensitive tummy,
consider bringing jugs of the water he is used to from
home or buying bottled water during your trip.
Medications: If your dog is on any kind of medication, don’t leave home without it! There’s nothing
worse than driving around a strange town, looking
for a veterinarian who is open and able to see you
(especially on a holiday weekend!).
Travel Gear: Many towns and cities have strict
leash laws and “no-poop” laws, so be a good visitor
by bringing leashes and poop bags. Also, consider
outfitting your dog with a separate travel collar that
sports a tag with his name and your cell phone number rather than your home address and number.
Shot Records: Always keep a current copy of
your dog’s vaccination records in your motorhome.
Unexpected visits to a vet or unwanted interactions
between your dog and another dog or person are
two unpleasant examples
RVs offer more storage space
of situations
where you
for gear and supplies...
need to prove
your dog’s
vaccinations
are up-todate. Some
vets now have
their clients’
shot records
accessible
on-line, but
...and lots of a hard copy
room to stretch out is still a good

(or curl up) for comfort!

idea in case you’re in a place with no internet access.
Miscellaneous items: Bring towels (to wipe those
muddy paws), a doggie jacket or sweater (if you have
a short-haired dog and are traveling in a cold place),
bedding for the dogs and/or furniture covers (to keep
the sofa and chairs in relatively pristine
condition), and toys for dog parks.
Time to hit the road! Your dog’s safety
should be your number one concern while
driving, so we highly recommend that you
restrain your dog in some way while your
RV is in motion. This can be done using a
crate, or a doggie seatbelt system, or having your dog wear a harness and clipping
him to a hook somewhere in the vehicle.
It is dangerous for you as the driver to have
a moving passenger, and it is dangerous
for your dog to be loose while the vehicle
is in motion. We don’t want a Flying Fido
if you have to brake suddenly! If your dog is not
accustomed to being restrained, start out with brief
trips and build up slowly until he gets used to being
confined.
Post identification information about your dogs in
a prominent place in your RV (e.g., on the front
of a dog crate). If you’re in an accident, providing
emergency responders with important information
about your dogs can help save their lives. A link to
an excellent example of an emergency tag can be
found here: http://www.mplank.com/images/DogCrateTagForm.pdf.
Another potential RV hazard for dogs is the steps.
Motorhome steps can get very slippery when wet,
they are often fairly steep, and many of them are
made of a metal grate on which a dog can inadvertently catch a toenail or toe. Covering your RV steps
with an indoor/outdoor carpet material can reduce
this danger. Your dog should also practice getting in
and out of the motorhome, and if you have multiple
dogs, teaching them to wait until it is their turn to get
in/out is not only good manners, but important for
their safety. Another option to consider is a portable
ramp that your dogs can use instead of the steps, but
that also requires practice and waiting one’s turn.
One final safety consideration when RVing with your
dogs is the temperature inside your motorhome. RVs
heat up quickly in the summer, so when you stop it is
important to make sure there is adequate ventilation and air flow, including through the dog crates.
Gadget-lovers can purchase a thermometer with
a remote sensor that beeps an alarm at you when
the temperature inside your vehicle exceeds some
threshold value.

Dogs’ tastes in
travel destinations
vary as much as
those of humans,
so only you know
what
your dog

But this
feels so...
RIGHT!

will like best. For some dogs, frolicking on a beach
chasing a stick would be heaven on Earth; for others,
lying under a table at an urban outdoor café is where
it’s at. If outdoor adventures are your thing, be aware
that not all parks and wilderness areas are created
equal. National parks tend to have the strictest leash
laws and some do not allow dogs beyond the parking
lot (!), while state parks and national monuments
tend to be a bit more dog-friendly. Check into the
dog rules before you go to avoid any potential disappointments. Numerous campgrounds are also dog
friendly, but some have breed restrictions imposed by
their insurance companies, so again, it’s best to call
ahead or check online before arriving.
RVing with our dogs (and cat) has been a wonderful
experience that has created a lifetime of memories.
With some proper planning, you too can get out and
enjoy the country with your four-legged best friends!

A Few Miscellaneous Lessons Learned...
– An outdoor shower REALLY comes in handy for washing off
dirty dogs! And you can never have too many towels.
– There are some great apps for finding dog parks and dogfriendly campgrounds (Dog Park Finder, Dog Park Locator,
Dog Parks, AllStays Camp & RV, and Oh Ranger!)
– If your dog gets carsick, move him to a once-per-day feeding
schedule, and feed him only when you stop for the night.
– Dogs need bathroom breaks about as often as people do.
– Dogs love to cuddle when the temperature in the motorhome
falls below 60 degrees.
– A well-mannered dog is a crowd-pleaser wherever you go.
– Border Patrol agents DO have a sense of humor! Upon learning
that the only passengers in our RV are of the four-legged
variety, we often get asked “Well, are THEY all US citizens too?”

Dog‘,Cruces

Winter 2011

23

"OEFMFT%PH)PVTF

r.FYJDBOIPUEPHT CVSHFSTBOE
UPQEPH.FYJDBOGPPE
r#JHTFMFDUJPOPGESBGUCPUUMFECFFS
r8FMMCFIBWFEQFUTPOMFBTIBMXBZT
XFMDPNFPOQBUJP

• Obedience • AGility

A
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575

661 Franklin St

BBQ & Espresso

115 Franklin St
Hatch, NM
267-1508 • 605-2280
575
www.FranciscanRV.com
267-4222
1-800

www. FranciscanRV.com
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World Famous
Green Chile
Cheeseburgers

Llyra’s Pack

a kid’s perspective on
care & training

by Llyra Sarai

I

t’s that time of year again; the weather is
growing colder, and soon schools will be
letting out for winter vacation. Until Spring
comes, the temperature can dip below freezing
at night, which can be very uncomfortable for
our four-legged friends. For those who can do
so, bringing your dogs indoors at night is an
option, especially if you can trust that your dogs
won’t have an accident or get into something
they’re not supposed to.
But, let’s face it – not all dogs are well behaved,
and especially not puppies. Some of you also
might share my mom’s feelings about dog hair
on furniture and dog smells in the carpets: not
all that pleasant for visitors and not that great
for property resale values
(especially those pee spots
that go into the carpet
padding). Or maybe you
hate waking up to shredded books and shoes in
the morning. For situations like these, kennel
training your dogs can be
very useful.

When kennel training, you must have a calm,
positive mindset, imagining your dog already
accomplishing the task. Be determined not to
let her run away from the challenge. Any failure
to follow through will promote fear and make
things worse. With a smaller dog, it’s quite
simple to hold her in place with no option but
to go forward, right into the cage. Be sure to
use the word “in” or some other command
consistently, so that she associates the word
with the action of going into the kennel. Do this
repeatedly until your pet has no problem going
in. Do this daily until it sticks. Usually, within a
few days (or a couple in Hana’s case), the pet
shouldn’t have a problem going in.
With a bigger dog, you
might want to use a leash
positioned at the very
top of her neck (having it
positioned on the bottom
gives her more power and
can create more fight in
the dog), to give you more
mental control. A simple
reversing of your nylon
leash, looping it through the
handle, can give you the slip-collar you need.
Have someone on the other side to hold the
leash steady while you keep the dog in place,
not petting or coddling, but calmly insisting
everything is ok and she should move forward.
Do not have your helper pull on the leash,
merely keep the dog from running away. As
with the smaller dogs, your calm, authoritative
presence will coax your larger or more stubborn
pet to eventually go in.

If you are afraid that kennel
training is too hard, then your
dog (or puppy) will be more
than happy to agree with you.

It’s easiest to train dogs to go into the cage on
their own when they are puppies, but it’s not
necessarily hard to do so when they’re older,
either. Yes, it is indeed possible to “teach old
dogs new tricks.” The good news is that the
same rules apply to dog owners, as well. If you
are afraid that kennel training is too hard, then
your dog (or puppy) will be more than happy
to agree with you. So it is vitally important that
you remain calm and controlled, or your dog
might become afraid of the kennel.
My dogs are relatively small, so it was easy to
just pick them up and put them in the kennel,
but that alone didn’t encourage them to go in
on their own. Feeding them inside the cage, so
that they develop a positive view of the space,
usually does the trick. It would be a good idea
to do this for at least a month so that they come
to enjoy being inside the cage.
Sometimes getting a dog inside the kennel,
even with food or treats, can be difficult. That
was the case with my third dog, Hana. Going
in a carrier was the last thing she wanted to do.
In a case like this, pushing a dog into the cage
will bring about an adverse mentality about the
kennel – so you have to train her (and yourself)
properly.

With your calm patience, your dogs can and
will enjoy going into their kennel, as mine now
do. They’ll even jump from my arms to get
into their personal kennels! My oldest two will
happily go right in when I tell them to. They’ll
enjoy the pleasurable experience of sleeping
indoors at night, in their “doggie hotel,” and I
even have problems getting them to stay out
of their kennels. It’s all about calm, assertive
reassurance from their pack leader, teaching
them from the start that their kennel is a safe
place to be.

HELP

support the
Sanctuary’s
work by
donating to
and shopping
at the SHAS
Thrift Store at:
840 El Paseo
(across from Sutherlands)

575.541.4942
Call for an appointment
& directions to

Safe Haven
Animal Sanctuary

575.805.5338

www.SafeHavenAnimalSanctuary.net

Overcoming Kenneling Fears

Llyra Sarai is 16 and has three dogs. She hopes to
work in a field where she can help dogs and their
humans build happier and healthier relationships.

Comments? Please email llyraspack@yahoo.com
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ZUKE’S HIP ACTION
DOG TREATS
Each dog treat contains 300 mg glucosamine and
50 mg chondroitin. Easy to feed your dog, no messy
pills or powders. Contains essential cofactor vitamins
and minerals that aid in absorption. Made in the
USA. Wheat, corn and soy free. Available at Horse
N Hound Feed N Supply, 991 W. Amador St., Las
Cruces, NM 575-523-8790.
www.horsenhoundfeed.com

NATURE’S VARIETY
PRAIRIE DOG FOOD
Prairie foods are the ideal blend of
meat, poultry or ﬁsh proteins, hearty
whole grains, and healthy fruits and
vegetables. You can rotate between
various proteins to transform your
pet’s mundane mealtime routine into
an exciting experience every day!
Available at Better Life Pet Foods,
365 Avenida de Mesilla, Las Cruces,
NM 88005, 575-527-9265.
www.betterlifenaturalpetfoods.com

TROPICLEAN
FRESH
BREATH

Fresh Breath made easy! Clean your
pooch’s teeth and ﬁght periodontal
disease without brushing! Available at
The Feed Store, 5165 Doña Ana Rd.,
Las Cruces, NM 88007. 575-526-1463

www.thefeedstorenm.com

FRUITABLES
DOG TREATS
HARLEY-DAVIDSON
DOG TOYS
Get your pooch some fun Harley-Davidson
toys to play with during these cold
winter months. A wide selection of ofﬁcially
licensed dog toys is available at Barnett’s
Las Cruces Harley-Davidson, I-10 @
Avenida de Mesilla. 575-541-1440.
www.barnettharleylascruces.com
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Fruitables dog treats are a low calorie, pumpkinbased, grain-free treat. Available in 4 ﬂavors.
7oz. bags for $7.50. Available at Mesilla Valley
Pet Resort, 2500 W Amador, 575-523-8853.
www.mvpetresort.com

ULTIMATE FISH
DOG TOY A wonderful toy for those
dogs that like to play tug
or whip their toys back and
forth. Soft edges won’t hurt
gums. Great for indoors!
Washable! And it ﬂoats!!
Available at Horse N Hound
Feed N Supply, 991 W. Amador St., Las Cruces, NM 575523-8790.
www.horsenhoundfeed.com

Mon.-Sat. 7am-6pm
Sunday 2pm-5pm (Pick up & drop off only)

Grooming

mvpetresort

www.

.com

Climate Controlled
Facility
Obedience, Rally,
Agility Classes
All Companion Pet Boarding
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Media Picks
for Dog Lovers
Wilfred
Starring Elijah Wood, Jason Gann, Fiona Gubelmann
Rated TV-MA
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First things first: Wilfred is not for children. Really. The show carries a
well-deserved TV-MA rating for language, sex, drug use and general
inappropriateness, and it may just be the raunchiest thing on basic
cable. However, once you get past all that, Wilfred can be very funny.
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Elijah Wood plays self-loathing lawyer Ryan Newman, who tries killing
himself via an overdose that doesn’t work. When he wakes up, he
meets his neighbor’s dog, Wilfred, who appears to be a large, scruffy
Australian man in a ridiculous dog costume—though everyone else
just sees a dog. Far from being a sweet, playful pup, Wilfred is, in fact,
a surly, cynical, manipulative force who leads Ryan down a path of
enlightenment and mortification.

Most ‘POP’ular Occasions:

Snack Attacks • Parties • Mixers • Birthdays • Gift Giving
Buy A Sampler, Get A FREE Sample
Flavor Of The Month Each And Every Month!

So what’s funny about that? Jason Gann’s devious and deadpan depiction of canine life is
twisted, but contains enough truth to make the relationship seem almost plausible. Ryan
needs a reminder that life is worth living, and Wilfred’s unfiltered sense of fun and his unacceptable (for a human) social behaviors throw Ryan out of his comfort zone into outrageous
situations that necessitate his being fully engaged in life. Wilfred may not be man’s best
friend, but he is an effective, if unconventional, teacher.

MOST POPULAR FLAVORS
Sher-Berry

(Strawberry, Raspberry & Blueberry)

Just be warned: you can’t un-watch Wilfred once you’ve watched it.

K8 KaBOOM
(Our 8-Flavor Blend)

Rowdy Red Hot
(Cinnamon)

Cowboy Caviar

Fluke
Samuel L. Jackson, Matthew Modine, Nancy Travis, Eric Stolz
Rated PG

(Savory Jalapeno)

Part Buddy Movie, part Family Drama, part Murder Mystery, this 1995 classic
has a little something for everyone.

(Savory Hot Buffalo Wing)

The story begins with a car crash and the birth of a puppy—the reincarnated
soul of the driver—who gradually realizes he had a family and a life as a man.
Fluke’s search for his former home and the truth about his death weave a
heartwarming story good for the whole family, even young children.

Buffalo Bachelor
All American ‘POP’ular Vote
(Strawberry, Raspberry & Blueberry)

Vanilla Snowﬂake
(Vanilla)

Cheddar-Cheddar Who’s
Got The Cheddar?
(Yellow or White Cheddar)

Feature Flavor:

Aggie Attitude!
(Black Cherry & Vanilla)

200 S. Solano Dr.
575-524-7677
Wed.-Fri. 11a.m. to 6p.m.
Sat. 10a.m. to 3p.m.
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Yes, there are plenty of bumbling humans, “awwww” moments, mandatory
tears and other clichés, but at the heart of this movie is a nice message:
appreciate and enjoy what you have and who you are.

A Dog’s Purpose
by W. Bruce Cameron
Another tale of reincarnation from the canine’s point of view, this novel
follows one dog through four distinct lives as he learns, grows and matures
enough to fulfill his ultimate purpose.
The story is engaging and endearing (if a little predictable), and the author
does a decent job of capturing the doggie voice without sounding too
baby-ish. There are kind and dangerous human and animal characters
along the way, all of whom contribute to the protagonist’s adventures
and education.
It seems the ultimate purpose of any dog book or movie is to make
humans cry, and this novel packs a wallop—with multiple lives come
multiple deaths. But the story flows nicely, the lives tie together well,
and the ultimate payoff is, ultimately, quite satifying.

Kat ’s
Korner

by Kat Lacy

Please Don’t Cut my Toes Off! Pecans...
Pecans...

D

eclawing is a horrific procedure in which the
last joint is amputated from a cat’s toes. This
is extremely painful because while the cat is
recuperating from the surgery it will still have to
use its feet to walk, jump, and scratch in its litter
box. In recent years, the Tendonectomy (removing
part of the tendon in each toe to prevent claw
extension) has been gaining popularity; but even
though this surgery is somewhat less traumatic,
it leads to more serious pain and problems down
the road. Cats that have had either of these
procedures cannot live around other animals or
be let outside because they can no longer defend
themselves. They can also no longer climb trees or
do most other activities natural to a cat.
These painful, unnecessary
surguries are being done
simply to prevent furniture
from being scratched!
People who are more
concerned for their furniture
than the well-being of
their cat should probably
not adopt a cat, because
scratching comes with the territory. What really
needs to happen, rather than disabling your cat, is
to re-direct the cat in the right clawing direction.

sure they smell the vinegar. You will also need
to learn how to hiss like a mad python. Use this
noise at the same time you squirt your cat when it
lays its paws on your furniture. After a short time
your cat will start to only use their scratchers. I
trained Princess, one of our store kitties, with just
the hissing python noise, and 14 years later she
still will not walk on my keyboard.

Fourth, use a product called Soft Paws®. Soft
Paws are lightweight vinyl nail caps that you can
safely glue on the cat’s front claws. They’re great for
households with small children and are extremely
useful for people who are away from home all day.
Soft Paws are usually easy to apply and last four
to six weeks. They come clear and in colors, which
can be really fun. We have
put Soft Paws on many
cats, and only a tiny few
wouldn’t let us. (Chloe, you
know who you are).

The
The Purrrrfect
Purrrrfect
Ingredient
Ingredient For
For

& Much,
• Pies
Much Mo
re!
• Salads
• Snacks

...cats can be trained NOT to claw
furniture...You will need to learn
how to hiss like a mad python.

I have four cats at home and I’ve had the same
cloth furniture for over 19 years with no visible
signs of clawing. It takes patience, but cats can be
trained not to claw furniture, and the rewards are
well worth it.
First, the most important thing to do is to supply
your cat with numerous pieces of cat furniture
throughout the house. Many pieces are beautiful and will blend well with your décor. If you
have multiple cats, purchase at least two very tall
trees. Cats love to climb and you will thoroughly
enjoy watching their antics as they fly across the
room and shimmy up the tree at lightning speed,
hoisting their little fat butts onto the top. The
exercise they get from these climbing escapades is
irreplaceable.
Second, buy several cardboard cat scratchers. They come flat or at an incline and most
come with dried catnip. Place these scratchers
at the corners of your couch – they even make
corner-shaped ones. These are inexpensive and
last a long time. Your cat will naturally go for these
scratchers instead of your couch.
Third, load a straight-shooting water bottle with
water and a tablespoon of vinegar, which isn’t
enough to sting their eyes but is enough to make

Another product for those
who cannot be home all
day is SSSCAT. It is a can
of air with a motion detector. Place it somewhere
you don’t want your cat to be (like a counter), and
when your cat jumps up, it will send out a loud
blast of air. Move the can around to different spots,
and every day your cat will learn what not to jump
on, leaving the cat trees the only safe haven.

You may inquire at Better Life Pet Foods for all
your cat training needs. We can trim your cat’s
claws every 10 days or show you how to do this
yourself. We can also put the Soft Paws® nail
caps on for you. We have cat trees for sale, and
carry cardboard scratchers with catnip. For more
information come by or visit www.betterlifenaturalpetfoods.com.

575-526-5745
1655 W. Amador
Las Cruces, NM

There are so many ways to keep your cats from
clawing the furniture without turning to harmful,
permanent surgeries. You can even put tinfoil on
your couch, or get an electric scat mat. There is
no excuse to declaw your feline companion or
have a Tendonectomy. You and your beloved cat
will have a happier and healthier relationship for
many years to come.
For more information about alternatives to Declawing or Tendonectomies, visit de-clawing.com.
Also check out Soft Paws® at SoftPaws.com.
Written by Kat Lacy, Owner, Better Life Pet Foods
Edited by Shannon Ellison
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Volunteer
Opportunities
PET GUARDIANS ARE URGED TO BRING PETS
INDOORS OR PROVIDE BETTER PROTECTION
ON NIGHTS WHEN THE TEMPERATURES ARE
AT OR BELOW FREEZING. Domestic mammals
left to fend for themselves in these low temperatures
suffer miserably and could even die. It’s a common
misconception that dogs and cats won’t get cold
because of their fur. However, if you are cold, then
your companion animal is cold, too. Most domestic
animals are not well-equipped for cold weather and
can easily be susceptible to frost bite and hypothermia.
Signs of hypothermia include shivering followed by
stillness, slow heart beat, lack of coordination, and
pale or blue gums.
You can create a better winter shelter if it’s not
possible to bring your pet indoors. Here’s some tips:
• The shelter should be tall enough for your pet to sit
upright and turn around. If it’s much bigger, the
animal cannot retain body heat.
• Straw makes good insulation. Blankets or fabric are
not good if they get damp because they freeze over.
• Face the shelter’s entrance to face away from the
wind’s predominant direction and to maximize sun
exposure.
• Attach a thick piece of rubber at the shelter’s
entrance—a doormat or carpet scrap might work—
to safeguard from rain/snow.
• Caulk any cracks in the roof and walls.
• Make sure the shelter is elevated a bit off the ground
so it doesn’t get waterlogged.
• Don’t forget to provide fresh water each morning
after the freezing temps subside.
If you see an animal left outside without proper
protection, report the situation to the Animal Control
departments at 575-526-0795 (central dispatch),
You can also call Animal Protection of New Mexico’s
statewide animal cruelty hotline at 1-877-5-HUMANE
(1-877-548-6243) or the NM Attorney General’s
Animal Cruelty Task Force at 505-506-4000.
Information provided by ACTion Programs for Animals
www.actionprogramsforanimals.org
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Get Involved and Help!!

V

olunteering is good for the soul, and the
Las Cruces Animal Community includes
many fine organizations that always need
good people to join their ranks. Check out the
groups below and see which one(s) would be
the best fit for you!

Humane Society of Southern NM
(HSSNM)
PO Box 13826
Las Cruces, NM 88013
575-523-8020
www.hssnm.org

ACTion Programs for Animals
PO Box 125
Las Cruces, NM 88004
575-644-0505
www.actionprogramsforanimals.org

Las Cruces Dog Park Coaltion
PO Box 11345
Las Cruces, NM 88013
575-312-1741
www.lcdogpark.com

Animal Service Center of the Mesilla
Valley (ASCMV)
3551 Bataan Memorial West
Las Cruces, NM 88012
575-382-0018
email: pdeal@las-cruces.org
or visit www.ascmv.org

PetSmart/HSSNM Cat Adoption Center
Contact Evelyn at 575-650-6746
EvelynRanma52@aol.com

Doña Ana County Humane Society
(DACHS)
PO Box 1176
Las Cruces, NM 88004
575-647-4808
www.donaanacountyhumanesocietyinc.org
Feral Cat Management Program (fCaMP)
P.O. Box 3912,
Las Cruces, NM 88003
575-639-3036
email: fcamp@nmsu.edu
www.nmsu.edu/~fcamp

Safe Haven Animal Sanctuary (SHAS)
If you would like to donate your time to
SHAS, you may call 575-527- 4544, email
preciouspaws6@yahoo.com or visit SHAS
website at www.safehavenanimalsanctuary.net
Spay/Neuter Action Program
of Southern NM (SNAP)
2405 W. Picacho
Las Cruces, NM 88005
575-524-9265
www.snapnewmexico.org
Therapaws
575-524-2026
therapaws@gmail.com
www.therapydogs.com (parent organization)

If your organization has volunteer opportunities available and would like to be included in our
next issue, please email us at info@dogcruces.com

Featured Group

Animal Services Center of the Mesilla Valley (ASCMV)

The Animal Services Center provides food, shelter, medical care, love and attention to
thousands of lost, stray, abused and unwanted pets. By providing supplies, monetary donations or your time and/or expertise, you can help to better the lives of Las Cruces’ sheltered
animals. You can help directly with shelter animals by raising public awareness, fundraising,
marketing, grooming, dog walking, caretaking, or as an office assistant, offsite adoption
assistant or in other areas of need. Your efforts really do make a difference!
Animal Service Center of the Mesilla Valley
Attn: Volunteer Programs
3551 Bataan Memorial West
Las Cruces, NM 88012
Phone (575) 382-0018
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Try it Today! $
321 Coupon
Dog‘,CrucesPer Household,
Winter 2011 Per Person
Expires February 29, 2012

15 OFF

Per 30lb Bag With This Ad

