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Are CATS really America’s favorite furry friends?...Lots of your doggie pictures... and more!

Better Life Natural Pet Foods
is Las Cruces' locally owned
choice for specialty pet foods!
Save money and time, and get
better pet food, with Better Life.

Come in for a FREE sample of our NEWEST brands!
Super Premium Dog Food
• Naturally formulated for
highly active sporting dogs
• No artiﬁcial colors, ﬂavors or preservatives
• No corn, wheat, soy or gluten
• Scientiﬁcally advanced ingredients that work together
to support digestive and immune system health
• Made in the USA

Merrick Trade Mark
• Natural processing retains as much of the healthy
beneﬁts as possible in food and treats
• No preservatives, all natural ingredients
• Canned and dry food available, as well as treats
• Made in the USA with USDA Sourced ingredients
• Family-owned company for 18 years

Better Life is a Better Choice for your pet!
✓ Frequent buyer discounts of 8% - 10%
✓ FREE delivery with $50 purchase*
✓ Custom food for all nutritional needs

✓ Special order food available
✓ Loving cat and dog grooming
✓ Luxury cat boarding available
✓ 15 years of supporting Las Cruces pets
and their community
FIND US ON FACEBOOK!

*Free delivery in Las Cruces area
with $50 minimum purchase.

www.BetterLifeNaturalPetFoods.com
575-527-9265 • 365 Avenida de Mesilla
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ON-SITE GUNSMITH • RELOADING SUPPLIES

GLOCK STOCKING DEALER

SPECIAL ORDERS & TRANSFERS WELCOME

S. Main St.

University Ave.

ASK ABOUT OUR LAW ENFORCEMENT
& ACTIVE MILITARY DISCOUNTS

N

Bell St.
Union Ave.

575-523-7900 • 3225 S. MAIN • LAS CRUCES, NM 88005
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Andele’s Dog House:

A

• Mexican hot dogs, burgers and
top-dog Mexican food
• Big selection of draft & bottled beer
• Well-behaved pets on leash always
welcome on patio
N
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In Historic Old Mesilla
1983 Calle del Norte

575-526-1271

www.andelerestaurante.com

Has it Been a Year Already?!
W

ow, it’s hard to believe we’ve been
at this almost a decade now—well,
in dog years anyway! In reality, this
is the one-year anniversary of Dog’Cruces
Magazine. And what a year it’s been!
I am always amazed at how time flies. It
seems like just yesterday we were discussing
what to include in our first issue (and wondering just how on earth we were going to
pull this off). Since then, we’ve met a lot of
truly great dog people and presented some
of their stories in our pages. We have an
extensive community of animal-lovers here
in the Mesilla Valley, and we’re in no danger
of running out of material any time soon.
Over the past year, we’ve forged partnerships with the animal-related organizations
in town, featuring a different group in each
issue. We’re honored to do what we can to
help them promote responsible pet stewardship in the area. To this end, we give
away nearly half the advertising space in
Dog’Cruces, free-of-charge, to these animal
advocacy organizations.
We’re only able to do this because of
our advertisers—without whom we
couldn’t exist.
I’d like to take the occasion of our first anniversary to thank them all and to encourage
our readers to patronize these wonderful, local, small businesses who support

Dog’Cruces and our animal community
with their advertising dollars. We’re all dog
people, and we’re all in this together!

three), as well as meeting the kids at school
to take photos. Congrats to Talia, Nicole
and Mark for a job well done. We hope you
enjoy their stories.

You probably don’t know this, but all our
literary contributors volunteer their time and
talent to fill the magazine with the stories
and columns you see. That’s right: Dr. Scott
Pirtle, Jess Williams, Kat Lacy, Llyra Sarai,
Nancy Chanover, Steve Stochaj, Nick Voges
and everyone who writes about their favorite
animal organization works for free—out of
the goodness of their hearts and their commitment to the goal we all share: an everimproving life for the pets and people in our
community. Thank you, thank you, thank
you, thank you, thank you!

On a final personal note I’d just like to say
what a privilege it is to be a part of this
magazine and work with everyone who helps
put it together—although I’m not sure we
can actually call it work when it’s this much
fun. Riding along with the LCPD K-9 units,
watching the Border Patrol dogs in action,
going to my favorite hangouts with my own
dogs...yeah, this is a real tough assignment!

One person deserves her very own spotlight
for everything she does to help the magazine
come together every quarter: Phyllis Wright.
Phyllis has researched and co-written two of
our previous cover stories, as well as doing
the final read-through of the whole magazine
before it goes to press. Her input is invaluable, and I truly can’t thank her enough.

I look forward to what the future holds
and to watching our community grow and
change! We’ll be there every step of the way,
like the faithful friend at your side we hope
we’ve become.
It’s good to be the Mayor!

Vic Villalobos
Mayor of Dog’Cruces

Phyllis’ real job—teaching AP English at Las
Cruces High School—is on display in this
issue’s cover story. She assigned her classes
a dog-themed essay/story for the opportunity
to be published in Dog’Cruces, and the three
winners appear in this edition of the magazine. We thoroughly enjoyed reading their
creative efforts (so difficult choosing only

Write to us at:
Dog’Cruces Magazine
580 S. Valley Drive, suite 100
Las Cruces, NM 88005
or email us at :
Vic@DogCruces.com
Dog‘Cruces Magazine

580 S. Valley Drive • Suite 100 • Las Cruces, NM 88005

www.

575-528-8505

.com
Local Resources for:
Health, Nutrition, Adoption,
Lost & Found, Events
Log on & join
& Furry Fun!
the community today!

Publisher
Marla Honeycutt
Managing Editor/Mayor of Dog’Cruces
Vic Villalobos
Senior Editors
Charissa Paskowski, Jenifer Woods
Contributing Editors
Crystal Sonnette, Phyllis Wright
Graphic Artists
John Connell, Andie Fierro, Jenifer Woods
Advertising
Charissa Paskowski, Wayne Sinclair, Michelle Sullivan, Donna Taylor
Contributors
Frank Bryce, Nancy Chanover, Nicole Harvey,
Talia Kolikant, Kat Lacy, Charissa Paskowski,
Dr. Scott Pirtle, Llyra Sarai, Debbie Seavey, Mark Ting,
Vic Villalobos, Jess Williams, Jenifer Woods, Phyllis Wright
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For a complete
calendar of events, visit

Saturday, June 23
Clean Your Paws for a Good Cause

List is updated
as events are announced

Saturday, June 30
Chain-Off (Dogs Deserve Better)

DogCruces.com
JUNE

Every Saturday from 8am-Noon
Animal Service Center of the Mesilla
Valley (ASCMV) will conduct adoptions
at the Las Cruces Farmer’s Market

Wednesday, June 20
Yappy Hour at its New Venue!

St. Clair Winery & Bistro (1720 Avenida
de Mesilla) from 6pm-8pm. Bring your
well-behaved pooch, $5 donation at the
door. Hosted by the Spay and Neuter Action Program (SNAP) and DACHS.

Friday, June 22
Take Your Dog to Work Day!!
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Summer Dog Wash, The Country Dog
(951 N. Solano)

10am - 2pm. Check DogCruces.com
for more details.

PetCo Pet Adoption Event
for ASCMV, from 10am-3pm
(3050 E. Lohman)

JULY

Wednesday, July 4
Independence Day

This is not a holiday for dogs, this is a day
for dog owners to take special care of their
four-legged friends. The sounds of fireworks cause many dogs to panic and run,
resulting in many lost dogs every year.

Special Adoption Event at ASCMV
(Shelter, 3551 Bataan Memorial,
Las Cruces)

Saturday, July 7
Pet Adoption Event for ASCMV at PetCo

(3050 E. Lohman) from 10am-pm; Also
from 8am-noon at the Las Cruces Farmer’s
Market (Main St. Downtown)

Saturday, July 14
Pet Adoption Event for ASCMV at PetCo
(3050 E. Lohman) from 10am-pm; Also
from 8am-noon at the Las Cruces Farmer’s
Market (Main St. Downtown)

Wednesday, July 18
Yappy Hour at its New Venue!

St. Clair Winery & Bistro (1720 Avenida
de Mesilla) from 6pm-8pm. Bring your
well-behaved pooch, $5 donation at the
door. Hosted by the Spay and Neuter Action Program (SNAP) and DACHS.

Saturday, July 21
Pet Adoption Event for ASCMV at PetCo

(3050 E. Lohman) from 10am-pm; Also
from 8am-noon at the Las Cruces Farmer’s
Market (Main St. Downtown)

Saturday, July 28
Pet Adoption Event for ASCMV at PetCo

(3050 E. Lohman) from 10am-pm; Also
from 8am-noon at the Las Cruces Farmer’s
Market (Main St. Downtown)

Tuesday, July 31
National Mutts Day

Celebrates and encourages the adoption
of shelter dogs and provides donations to
local shelters.

AUGUST

Every Saturday from 8am-Noon
Animal Service Center of the Mesilla
Valley (ASCMV) will conduct adoptions
at the Las Cruces Farmer’s Market (Main
St. Downtown)

Friday - Sunday, August 3, 4, 5
Special Adoption Event at ASCMV

(Shelter, 3551 Bataan Memorial, Las Cruces)

Sunday, August 5
Work Like a Dog Day

Wednesday, August 15
Yappy Hour at its New Venue!

Wednesday, September 19
Yappy Hour at its New Venue!

September

Saturday, September 29
Cruisin’ for Critters Bike Run

St. Clair Winery & Bistro (1720 Avenida
de Mesilla) from 6pm-8pm. Bring your
well-behaved pooch, $5 donation at the
door. Hosted by the Spay and Neuter Action Program (SNAP) and DACHS.

Special Yappy Hour

Look for details on DogCruces.com

Ardivino’s Desert Crossing, DATE and
Time TBA, go to DogCruces.com for
updates or visit us on Facebook

October:

Special Yappy Hour

Strut Your Mutt Dog Walk
Date and location TBD

Friday, September 14
Paw-Za-Palooza@ Ardovinno’s Desert
Crossing (Sunland Park)
A silent and live auction, live entertainment
to benefit Great Dane Rescue of El Paso.
Donations of goods/services are currently
being accepted for auction. Please visit
the Great Dane Rescue of El Paso
Facebook Page for more information

A day to celebrate all those that work with
canines or volunteer to help dogs.

St. Clair Winery & Bistro (1720 Avenida
de Mesilla) from 6pm-8pm. Bring your
well-behaved pooch, $5 donation at the
door. Hosted by the Spay and Neuter Action Program (SNAP) and DACHS.

Ardivino’s Desert Crossing, DATE and
Time TBA, go to DogCruces.com for
updates or visit us on Facebook

December:

Thursday, December 6
Critter Christmas

from 6pm-9pm at the Las Cruces Convention
Center. Food, drinks, entertainment, fun.
Well-behaved dogs encourage to attend.
There will also be a best-dressed dog co
test and pet trick contest. Benefits:
DACHS, SNAP and Animal Service
Center of the Mesilla Valley.

Mon.-Sat. 7am-6pm
Sunday 2pm-5pm (Pick up & drop off only)

Grooming

mvpetresort

www.

.com

Climate Controlled
Facility
Obedience, Rally,
Agility Classes
All Companion Pet Boarding
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SEE SPOT.
SEE SPOT SUN.

SUNSPOT... SUN!
Don’t get caught napping – zero your electric bill
with Sunspot Solar! Instead of paying high electric bills,
you’ll get checks from the electric company!

Plus, 40% tax credits!

SEE SUNSPOT SOLAR !

642 S. Alameda Blvd. • Las Cruces
(575) 541-3533 • www.ZeroMyElectricBill.com
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This is the story of Mr. Cooper. Until the summer of 2009, he roamed the streets of Las Cruces. He had obviously been
abused. He had distemper and kennel cough. ( I was unaware of this at the time.) I wanted to adopt, but why Mr. Cooper?
Have you ever heard “what you fear you WILL attract?” Well, that’s exactly what happened to me. I didn’t want to get
attached to a sick dog and then have to put him down. Mr. Cooper was on his last leg. He was going to be put down the next
week and had been labeled aggressive because he snarled at animal control officers.
Mr. Cooper is a full sized Doxie/Beagle mix. He weighed less than my mini doxie!!! I could see every rib in his body.
His eyes and nose leaked green fluid and he just looked sick. I couldn’t give up on him.
I started giving Mr. Cooper Reconnective Healing treatments and making him a special diet. In a week…his dull eyes
started to shine!
I am happy to report that today Mr. Cooper is very healthy, despite the fact that dogs usually die of distemper. He is
the most laid back pooch in my pack, but don’t underestimate him, he’s a mover and a shaker if anyone is at the door!
I would love to help your pet with Reconnective Healings for animals. The treatments help with sore joints, stomach
issues, end of life resolution and much more! Please call me today for a better tomorrow for your best friend!
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Saving Lives Is A

SNAP

Spay Neuter Action Program
Thousands of animals are needlessly put to
death in Doña Ana County every year! You
can help us FIX this community problem by
spaying or neutering your pets!
Spay/Neuter your pets! If you need financial help
call SNAP! SNAP spayed/neutered 1,133 cats and
dogs in 2011.
Volunteer with SNAP! Help with special events, in
our office or even from your home!
We can do MORE but NEED YOUR HELP with a
contribution of $5, $10, $15 or any amount would
help us spay/neuter more in 2012!
To learn more call:

575-524-9265
or check us out online at:

www.snapnewmexico.org
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Internal Parasites Worm
I

OFF

for
DogCruces’
Readers

n the spring issue of Dog’Cruces we discussed external parasites and the unique
problems they pose for dog owners. Let’s
continue our discussion of parasites with a
look at some of the most common internal
parasites (endoparasites) that can
affect our four-legged family
members.
Heartworms: We’ve
discussed heartworms
in detail in a previous article, but let’s
briefly go over this
serious parasite again.
Heartworms are a
prevalent parasite in
the Las Cruces area.
Adult heartworms live
in the chambers of a
dog’s heart, or in the
large blood vessels between
the heart and lungs. These adult
worms release microscopic larva in a dog’s
bloodstream, and these larva are picked up
by mosquitoes and transmitted to new dogs.
Simple and effective preventative medications are available to prevent a dog
from acquiring heartworms. If your dog
is not on heartworm
preventative, contact
your veterinarian
right away to have a
heartworm detection
test performed. If your
dog is negative, your
veterinarian will prescribe
an effective monthly medication
to prevent your pet from acquiring
heartworms.

(575) 521-2108
*Must ask for discount at time of initial inquiry.
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Tapeworms: Tapeworms are parasites
that live in the intestinal tract of dogs and
other animals. The name comes from their
flattened, elongated appearance. Usually,
only small segments of tapeworms are seen
in your pet’s stool, or on the hair around the
anal area. These segments are similar in appearance to a grain of rice, and often move
around when initially passed. These segments pass eggs into the environment which
will be picked up by an intermediate host –
usually fleas. Unlike most intestinal parasites,

tapeworms must go through an intermediate
host to be acquired by your dog. Along with
a specific medication that will remove tapeworms from the dog’s intestinal tract, good
control of intermediate hosts such as fleas
may be needed to control tapeworms. Your
veterinarian can provide you
with effective treatment for
tapeworms and fleas.

Roundworms:
Roundworms are the
most common intestinal
worm among dogs, and
are the parasites most
people think of when they
discuss “puppy worms.”
Adult roundworms have
the appearance of a noodle
(long and slender) and may be
seen in a dog’s stool; they may also
be visible if a dog has an upset stomach
and vomits up the parasite. However, many
dogs may have this parasite without any
symptoms at all. Adult roundworms pass
microscopic eggs into the environment with
their stool, and other dogs acquire the next
generation of worms from the
contaminated soil. Immature
roundworms can even
migrate across a pregnant dog’s placenta to
infect a puppy while
it is still in the uterus.
Many heartworm
preventatives include
a medication to
treat and control
roundworms in dogs.
Your veterinarian can perform a simple
test on your dog’s feces to detect the presence of roundworms or any other intestinal
parasites. Regular stool tests are a good way
to detect and keep your dog free of roundworms and the other intestinal parasites
discussed here.
Hookworms: Although less common than
roundworms, this tiny worm can create
severe intestinal damage and blood loss
in dogs. Again, puppies are particularly
susceptible to this insidious parasite. Diarrhea, anemia, protein loss, weight loss, and
inability to grow and thrive can be symptoms
of this parasite in puppies. Hookworms can

,
The Vet s View
by

Dr. Scott Pirtle, DVM

Their Way into Trouble
be detected with a fecal sample, as well, and
your veterinarian can provide appropriate
treatment to eliminate them. Additionally,
most heartworm preventatives have medication to treat and prevent hookworms.
Coccidia: Coccidia are
single-celled intestinal
parasites called protozoa.
While adult dogs may be
infected with this parasite
without any significant
symptoms, puppies often
have diarrhea and illness
due to a coccidia infection. Since this parasite
is not a worm, common
“deworming” medications will not eliminate
it. Your veterinarian can diagnose Coccidia
with a fecal test, and then provide an appropriate antibiotic to eliminate the parasite.
A clean environment, prompt elimination of
stools from the yard, and minimized stress
are additional requirements for treating and
preventing coccidia in puppies and dogs.

your dog’s feces to diagnose Giardia. Antibiotics are used as a treatment, but reinfection from the environment is common, and
several courses of medication are sometimes
needed to clear the parasite. Many people
are familiar with Giardia
as “backpacker’s disease,” because humans
can acquire the parasite
from contaminated
water such as mountain
streams.

While most of these...are of
health concern for our dogs,
in certain situations there is
a real risk of transmission of
disease to humans as well.

Giardia: Another protozoal intestinal
infection, Giardia can cause severe diarrhea
and weight loss in dogs and puppies. This
parasite can be difficult to find in routine
fecal samples because of its small size. Your
veterinarian
may need to
perform a
special test
on

Zoonotic risk: An
important consideration
with intestinal parasites
in dogs is the potential zoonotic risk they pose to humans. A
zoonotic disease is one that can be transmitted from animals to humans. While most of
these diseases are of health concern for our
dogs, in certain situations there is a real risk
of transmission of disease to humans as well.
Larval stages of roundworms or hookworms
can migrate through the human body and
in some cases will cause severe damage and
injury. Children playing in contaminated
yards or environments, or people spending
time on beaches where dogs are allowed to
defecate are at the highest risk of contracting
these frightening zoonotic
diseases. While
direct transmission of
Giardia
from
dogs to
humans is rare,
Giardia does pose
significant risk to humans
if contracted. For all these
reasons, regular testing
and treatment of intestinal
parasites is important for
your dog’s health, and for
your own safety, as well.

It is important to understand
that no single medication will
treat all the possible internal
parasites your dog may carry.
Consult with your veterinarian about the
potential risks your dog my face, and the
appropriate ways to diagnose, treat,
and prevent each of these parasites.

Care for your

Newest Family Member
with

Products
from

Triple Wormer

• Available without a prescription
• The broadest-spectrum dewormer available OTC
• Easy and convenient
chewable tablets
• Treats and controls seven strains
of tape, hook and roundworms

Spectra 5

• Available without a prescription
• Contains type 2b parvovirus for rapid immunity and
cross protection against all recognized ﬁeld strains.
• High titer, low passage parvo fraction. High vaccine
titers have been shown to overcome low-level maternal
antibody interference in
puppies.
• Meets or exceeds all
USDA Standards
• Convenient choice of IM
or SC administration
• Ideal ﬁrst shot for puppies
- no Lepto fractions.

526-1463

M-F 8:00-6:00 • Sat. 8:00-4:00

5165 Doña Ana Road
(Just north of Ray‛s)
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y family has always included critters. I’d like to share
some favorite memories of
the pets that have woven
their ways into my memories through the years....

Smokey

He’s the first dog I remember. He was an English
Springer Spaniel with a sweet disposition. I
remember one early spring day when he was lying
on his back in the sun, oblivious to the world,
when a female grackle landed gracefully a few
feet away. She cocked her head and assessed the
sleeping dog, then strutted over right next to him.
My father and I traded a quizzical glance. Suddenly, the grackle stabbed her beak into Smokey’s
belly hair and grabbed a hank. The dog yelped
and levitated. The bird – her beak filled with hair
– took off in a flurry to a nearby pecan tree, where
she was clearly building a nest. She had found a
source, and she made use of it more than once.

simply within range and did what came naturally,
and when I said “Stop,” she was not. We won first
place.

Satan

She was a Weimaraner/Doberman mix who was
jet black, and when she sat upright, her chest hairs
formed an almost perfect Batman logo. She hated
feet, but she insisted on sleeping in the bed with a
human, usually either me or my sister. God help
you if, during your sleep, you touched her with
your foot, because she would strike like a cobra.
She didn’t bite, but she’d bare her teeth and hit
your ankle with them, growling like a demon possessed, until the offending foot was removed from
her vicinity. Then she’d circle two or three times
and go peacefully back to sleep. Unlike me.

Smokey also was famous in our family for being
the dog who kept the yard aerated. If you gave
him an ice cube, he’d trot out and bury it like a
bone. You can imagine how that played out when
he went back to look for it.

Satan lived to be 11, and finally had to be euthanized. Dr. Schumacher came to the house and put
her down in her own back yard, surrounded by
her loving family. Dad buried her in the far corner
of the yard, and marked her grave with a cross.
For years and years, whenever there was a party
out back, someone would inevitably wander out
back and see the cross marked ‘Satan.’ The ensuing questions offered many opportunities to relive
her hunting stories and foot phobia.

Sheba

Lightning

She was a Cairn Terrier, reportedly a direct descendant of Toto, co-star of The Wizard of Oz. She
was the most stubborn animal I have ever known,
and her only motivations to please humans were
when either a leash or some food were in the offing. Otherwise, she would pretend she was deaf.
But when you held her – and she loved to be held
– she was a kissing machine.
One year, when the Loretto Mall was still a
shopping and entertainment complex (I’m dating
myself), there was a pet day with all kinds of
contests, one of which was Best Trick. There were
people there with dogs who did fantastic things.
My entry was to hold Sheba on her back and say
“Gimme kiss!” And she’d lick my nose until I’d
say, “Stop.” I guess the judges didn’t notice that I
was physically moving the dog back and forth so
that when she was commanded to kiss, she was
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As a teen, I was a snake collector. It started out
with a bull snake, and the strong objections of
my mother. But I was a persuasive lad, and she
relented. In time, she came to like the idea of
snakes as pets. “They’re quiet,” she’d tell her
horrified friends. “They only eat once a week. The
mess is contained. And they neither shed on my
furniture nor ruin my carpets and drapes.” Mom
was a pragmatist.
One day, Gary Poling and I were out tooling
around in his truck on the Corralitos Ranch when I
saw something move out of the corner of my eye.
I told Gary to stop. When he did, I jumped out
and made my way back to the area. In a flash, I
swooped my hand down and caught a coachwhip
snake about three feet long. These snakes are fast,
so I was surprised I’d actually nabbed him.
I took him home and made an aquarium for him,

but the very first time I went to feed him, he shot
out of the aquarium and streaked through the
house to hide. Months later, my Dad was sitting
on the living room floor assessing a problem with
the gas fireplace insert. As he pulled it toward
him, Lightning dramatically reappeared from
behind. Dad screamed and scooted back on
his hands. He was moving almost as fast as the
snake, who once again eluded capture. Dad suffered rug burns to his palms and rear end, where
he scooted right out of his pants. Lightning was
never seen by us again, but we noticed a marked
reduction in mice for several years. Mom tried
to be sympathetic to Dad, but her warm, moist
snorts of muffled laughter always accompanied
the telling of the story.

Toby

Those of you who attend Yappy Hour or see me
around town often see me accompanied by a
remarkably calm little Yorkie. He is officially my
therapy dog, and I am unofficially his therapy
person. In his eyes, I see a chain of love stretching back all the way to Smokey, and all the way
forward to the day I return to dust.
If there’s a heaven – and I hope there is – I’ll be
reunited with family and
friends and pets Up There.
I just hope the ground
isn’t really paved with
gold, because I still
want to give Smokey
ice cubes.
Jess Williams is President of the Doña
Ana County
Humane
Society and
serves
on the
board of
directors
of the
Animal
Services
Center
of the Mesilla
Valley.

Join APA’s Doña Ana Pets Alive! Campaign to help
make Las Cruces the next No Kill city in America
There’s a compassionate, life-saving revolution taking place in communities
all across America. It’s giving voice to the voiceless and empowering everyday people to make positive changes for our deserving, 4-legged, homeless
friends. APA’s Doña Ana Pets Alive! campaign is a growing, community-wide
grassroots movement to end the needless killing of the approximately 8500
healthy & treatable animals being killed at the Las Cruces municipal shelter
every year. 32 diverse communities, with more added each year across the
U.S., are now saving 90-97% of their sheltered pets. Doña Ana County can
do the same. To JOIN US, call 575-644-0505 or email at actionprogramsfor
animals@yahoo.com. From foster homes for dogs & cats, adoption event
volunteers, help from trainers/behaviorists, PR & graphic art skills & donations-it takes a community effort to save our homeless animals’ lives. And we need
YOUR HELP! P.O. Box 125, Las Cruces, NM 88004
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I realized that to create an
emotional piece, an author should
become emotionally invested.
Mark Ting
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Missy’s Story
I

can actually remember the day my mother
brought Missy Poo home. I was in second
grade and had just come home from school
when I noticed, right on our couch, what looked
like a large, moth-eaten rat. I didn’t scream, but
I was startled. My mother was sitting next to the
rat thing, smiling like she just won the lottery. “I
saw her at the pound this morning,” my mom
said, “and I just couldn’t get her out of my head.
Her name is Missy Poo.”
She let me examine the creature. It
was a female dog of indeterminate
breed, so tattered and neglected that
she reminded us of a discarded dish
towel. She was small, and even
underfed. Her front paws were bleeding, and my mom explained that
Missy had a nervous habit of chewing
her dog-knuckles. Her hair was falling
out and patchy, and I could see her
pink skin in large patches on her
poor, hungry body. She wasn’t shaky,
though; she was perfectly calm. And
she had the deepest, darkest, big,
black eyes I had ever seen. Missy was
a mess.
For months after her arrival, my mom, sister,
dad, and I concentrated on bringing Missy Poo
out of her shell. She was a quiet, closed-off dog.
Though she looked starved, she refused to eat.
She seemed to be always patiently waiting for
whatever came next. It was obvious she had
had a rough life before we got her. But steadily,
she started eating more. Our two house cats
began approaching her, and eventually Missy
began to interact with them, too.
Her patchy hair began to grow back, and it
turned out she had a thick, wiry coat. She began to grow muscular and healthy. She stopped
chewing her knuckles and began to take on the
appearance of a perky and well-cared for Jack
Russell terrier. One summer morning, a few
months after we got her, I taught her to fetch.
Missy Poo became part of our family. Every
time we went on a road trip, she was there,
sticking her head out the car window or sleeping
in our camping tents. She ate by our feet at the
dinner table, she slept on the couch, and we
never left her outside. She grew to be a loving
part of our hearts. Even though Mom got Missy
for herself, she became my dad’s dog. She
loved him the most, and he, tough guy though
he is, loved her back.
Through the years, we had many pets. Missy
always treated our new critters with kindness,
whether they were cats or dogs. We even had
a guinea pig of whom she was very fond. She
was always curious about our new animals and
never ever tried to hurt one.

Missy was very devoted to us. Any time a
suspicious person was snooping around, she
would advance on them and bark. Whenever
a stranger came into our home, she was the
first of our pets to observe and approach him.
Guests would chuckle at the little dog growling
at their feet and try to pet her, but Missy Poo
was not one to be taken lightly; she had quite
a bite!

The vet we took her to suggested that all her
symptoms possibly added up to liver failure or
liver cancer, leading to neurological shutdown
from toxins in her brain. She lost weight rapidly,
and refused to eat. Sometimes we would find
her frozen, locked in some sort of trance. She
started having seizures. In October, Missy
passed out in her water bowl. My dad rescued
her but knew this could not go on, so, with tears
in his eyes, he decided it was time to take her to
the vet a final time.
Before I knew it, Missy had completed the full
life cycle. It seemed not so long ago she was a
ragged little mess, lying on the couch next to
my beaming mother. All of sudden, she was
that creature again; only this time, my parents
weren’t smiling.

She was very brave too. I remember one day a
curious bull snake decided to venture into our
living room. My family didn’t even see it, or
suspect its presence. It had decided to make the
underside of our couch its home. But not for
long…. I remember hearing my sister scream,
even though I was way outside in the backyard.
I came running in to find my sister standing up
on the couch, screaming and pointing down to
the floor. And there was Missy, growling and
yanking the snake out by the tail. I don’t remember how, but Missy killed the snake. I think if she
hadn’t, that snake would have bitten my sister.
As the years went on, we could see age taking
its toll on our little dog. We never knew how
old she was to begin with, and a hard early life
had surely aged her quickly. Missy grew gray
around the muzzle, and her old bones creaked
when she walked. She grew tired from short
trips around the house, and
sometimes it
was too much
for her to even
jump up on the
couch to nap.
Sometimes, I
would come home
to find her napping
right at the foot of
the bed instead of
on it.
Autumn of last year,
Missy Poo got some
kind of doggy illness.

I held her for a while before my parents drove
her to the vet’s. But while this little dog was
in my arms, I knew she wasn’t there. She was
already gone, and we all knew it. According to
Mom, my dad held Missy Poo while the
vet injected her with the medicine
that would end her suffering; he
cried like a little child. My sister
and I waited at home, and when
it was over, my mom sent us
both a text with five words:
“She’s gone. It was quick.”
Missy lived a good life with us.
Whatever horrors she experienced before us were
long gone, a distant
memory. But
Missy isn’t. She
will forever
remain in
our hearts,
and always
on our
minds.
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Out of the blue
Blue
He had nothing. Consciousness slowly
drifted back to reality after a silent reverie.
He looked outside past the metal bars and
the small confines of the cold metal enclosure –only to face an apathetic cement wall
and the bitter reality of the situation: he was
still trapped and all alone. An hour passed,
and an individual wearing blue gloves and
a white face mask walked from each metal
confinement to the next with a blank expression, still following the same path as earlier
today, yesterday, the day before, and the
day before that, like some toy train on a
track. With an almost drone-like rattling, the
food bowl in the front of the cage filled with
dry, bland kibble. Similar was the blandness
of routine: just how much time had passed?
The splashing of water and the almost desperate gulping of the jug was a tell-tale sign
that lukewarm hydration had replenished the
water bowl. Tristan limped towards it, lapped
up some water, and returned to the back
corner of the steel box to lay his head down
and fall asleep once more.
The creaking of the
front door and heavy
footsteps startled him
awake. A suppressed
whimpering in one of
the nearby cages,
then a terrified
growl in defense,
then a sharp bark
as the screech of
the opening iron
door deafened
the hallway. Two
men in forest green
scrubs marched stiffly
by, one holding the
poor, young black

Labrador struggling under his arm, and the
other inserting a sharp thin needle into a
bottle of blue deathly liquid. The puppy’s
protests were silenced. The only thing
audible was the dropping of limp limbs and
the rustling of plastics. A thick, uncomfortable, muffling silence descended upon the
hallway.
Another day,
another initially
uneventful day
soon to be
colored by three
voices in the
background. It
was a man, a
woman, and the
timid receptionist having
a discussion,
probably about
the dogs and how to adopt. Still resting his
head on his front two paws, he saw them
walk over to his cage and point at his tag,
and he recognized his name in the exchange
of words that ensued. His ears perked up,
hoping to catch that phrase he so wished
for, a token of freedom and familiarity, of
acceptance. He stared intently at the people
standing right outside his cage, waiting for
the moment. The couple began to speak,
breaking the silence; he listened and he
could easily understand what they said,
plucking the meaning out of the air. It hurt.
That sharp monosyllabic utterance, that
unkindly dismissal of existence, again. A
hazy miasma lingered long after the people
had left, long after that cruel decision had
been made and he was once again left
to wither inside his isolated box, a lasting
reminder of disappointment and brokenheartedness. These occurrences had become
more frequent, or so it seemed, with
reality capsizing any
expectation
of hope like
a violent
tsunami.
Still… as he
survived,
others were
muted.
As he lay
slumped in his
corner, time
began to melt
into a confusing
stream: minutes
passed, the pain
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remained; hours passed, the pain began to
subside; days passed, the pain was all but
forgotten; two weeks passed, and the everyday routine of eating, drinking, and sleeping
desensitized him; routine was beginning to
wear itself out. He was forgotten and ignored
without a home and real companionship. To
him, the bleakness
of each day had
become a familiar
acquaintance, enveloping him and
suffocating him
slowly. To him, the
looming threat of
the blue silence
was inevitable;
hope had become
hopelessness.
He was desperately self-conscious
again and fearfully attentive to new sounds
from the outside. The stale air abruptly
lightened as a tiny ball of energy zoomed
into the hallway in front of the steel bars and
stopped, bringing an unexpected breeze.
He stood up and slowly peered out at this
different, yet curiously welcome, sight. The
white-clothed girl looked back at him. The
two remained motionless, locked in mutual
observance. Nearby, footsteps gradually
became louder, and a woman walked towards the child, with the receptionist strolling
behind. The three began to converse; he
listened. The woman shook her head; suddenly alarmed, he snapped his mind back
from wishful thinking and let out a yelp of
despair. Everything slowed down; existence
itself felt as if it were trapped in some syrup.
The three people turned slowly, ever so
slowly. The woman opened her mouth,
forming a word at an almost painfully slow
pace. Everything froze; he was paralyzed
with fear –fear of the déjà vu moment about
to unfold –fear of the pain and sorrow –fear
of the disappointment and loneliness –fear of
the blue death. Time resumed, and out came
a monosyllabic melody. “Yes” was the lady’s
reply to the receptionist, who simply nodded
and smiled.
It was a miracle; all the days spent waiting
and wanting and wishing and wavering were
now over. One of the green men, seeing
the beaming child, the mother, and the
receptionist, stopped short of Tristan’s cage,
lowered the blue bottle in hand, turned and
left. Opening the metal door, the woman
lifted him from the isolation and the suffering. Everyone smiled: he had a home.

war
War
She’s fat, drools up a storm, light brown
with darker spots on the face: Jabba the
Hut comes to mind when one first meets
my ever-so-charming Boxer dog. Her name,
Tova (pronounced “toe” and “vugh”) is a
Hebrew word meaning “good.” She got
the name by running to my father when he
whistled three certain notes on the fist day
we had her. My parents “oohed” and “ahhed” as they exclaimed what a fabulous pup
we picked. Of course, my father hadn’t seen
the connection with the burger he was holding at the time she ran to him. All of her actions, it seemed, were based on her desire to
a) eat, b) destroy something in order to eat,
or c) behave well in order to get food to eat.
This unhealthy
addiction of hers
brought that one
fateful day when
my dog, whom
I had always
treated with kindness and respect,
declared war on
me.
It was a Monday
six years ago
when it all
began. I was ten,
Tova was two.
I ordered olive
pizza, and sat
there, eating. Tova loves olive pizza. I knew
this. There was plenty to go around, but I
didn’t care. My desire for pizza overpowered
my desire to share by, I’d say, 100%. Tova
sat there watching me devour all of it, slice
by slice till there was nothing left. By the
time Saturday came around I had forgotten
about the incident, and I directed my mind
towards the usual ten year old thoughts:
school, television, the great outdoors. It was
a fine day to do my absolute favorite thing
in life: build a fort. I could spend the entire
day outside perfecting the wooden structure
and not even realize when it was dark until
my mother’s voice broke my focus on nailing
together the extra wood pieces my father left
lying around the yard and called me inside.
That day, Tova was quite insistent about
joining me on my goal for the day. I put a
leash on her, just in case she spotted our
neighbor’s tabby cat and decided to go for a
little run. As I strained to put this childhood
vision together, she lay there, staring. While
I labored, I recalled the past week and how
she had been acing strangely towards me.
What had I done to offend her? I racked my

Photos by John Connell Organic Photography
and Vic Villalobos.

brain for about ten minutes, putting the finishing touches, blankets and pillows, inside
my fort. Then it hit me. I remembered. I had
done Tova a great dishonor. At the time,
eating the olive pizza all by myself hadn’t
seemed a big issue, but as I looked at Tova
who was watching me, I could see in her
eyes that it had been much, much more.
I had finally finished my fort. It was a beauty;
possibly the most beautiful and intricate fort
I had made to date. I checked the time: 6:00
PM. I had been working on it for eight hours,
but the end result was worth it. As I admired
my work, the neighbor’s tabby cat walked
over and sat his scrawny self down on the
brick wall separating our property from theirs.
“No,” I thought,
“it couldn’t be.”
Tova launched
her tubby body
forward towards
the cat. What
happened next
convinced me
that dogs are
much more
intelligent than
they let us know.
I watched the
whole thing in
slow motion. I
reached for her leash in a desperate attempt
to stop the inevitable. The leash wrapped
around the wooden cylinder in the middle,
the support, the soul of my fort, and as she
ran past me, time seemed to freeze when she
turned her head towards me and, I swear,
winked. She knew. She had known all along
that she would destroy my masterpiece;
she just needed the perfect opportunity
to expose her vengeful inten-

tions. Conniving little tub of lard. As the fort
crashed to the ground behind her, I realized
she had accomplished what she set out to
do: she had pushed herself and reached
her goal. I could practically hear the Rocky
theme music playing in time to her prancing
paws. Curse that olive pizza! If only I had
known that my actions on Monday would
determine the destiny of my creation on
Saturday. I stood there, like a general who
had lost his troops, standing over the rubble
of imagination. There had been signs of
her contempt towards me, and I had just
looked past them. Her bitter expression
when I threw away the empty pizza box, her
exiting the room every time I walked in, her
eagerness in joining me outside. It was all
there, and I had ignored it. She had won.
She made her point very clear that day, and
I can’t help but admire her chutzpa and drive
to force me to accept her dominance.
Of course, it took a while to heal our friendship, but we now have
a fabulous ownerpet relationship. We have
worked past
our differences
and improved
upon ourselves over
the past six
years. But
I will always
know that
war is just a
second away
if I fail to share my
olive pizza.
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MESILLA VALLEY SEARCH & RESCUE

K-9

Log on today & join the
Dog’Cruces Community!

TEAM

Awarded Grant from the AKC
The Mesilla Valley Search and Rescue
(MVSAR) dog team was recently awarded a
grant of $2,000 from the American Kennel
Club Companion Animal Recovery (AKC CAR)
Canine Support and Relief Fund. The MVSAR
team is a non-profit, volunteer organization
based in Las Cruces, whose purpose is to
search for lost individuals in a variety of high
desert and wilderness settings. MVSAR was
incorporated in 1995 and currently hosts 40
members. The K-9 team has 10 members, with
four dogs that are currently certified, meaning they are eligible to go in the field to search
for people, and another six dogs that are still
in training and working toward certification.
Members of the dog team train together nearly
every weekend, and also participate in monthly
trainings with the MVSAR team as a whole. In
the 2011 calendar year, Mesilla Valley Search &
Rescue teams logged a combined 1023 personhours of training on topics related to general
search and rescue techniques. The dog team
participated in an additional 720 person-hours
of K-9 SAR training.

teams in 40 states, and MVSAR is one of two
grant recipients in the State of New Mexico.
MVSAR plans to use a portion of their awarded
funds to purchase K-9 equipment such as K-9
flotation devices for use during water searches,
and GPS tracking collars to accurately map a
dog’s coverage of a search area. The remainder of the grant funds will be used by MVSAR
to expand its training in specialty skills such as
human remains detection.
The grant check was presented to MVSAR’s
Nancy Chanover by Mesilla Valley Kennel Club
president Charlene Curry in a casual ceremony
at Andele’s Dog House on Wednesday, June 6.
In a second ceremony the following morning,
the Board of Directors of the Animal Services
Center of the Mesilla Valley (ASCMV) declared
June 7, 2012 Search and Rescue K-9 Day
in Doña Ana County. A formal proclamation
was presented to the K-9 team by Doña Ana
County Humane Society (DACHS) President
Jess Williams.

The AKC CAR Canine Support and Relief
Fund was created following the terrorist attacks
of 9/11 to honor the work performed by the
K-9 units who responded to those disasters.
Since its establishment in 2002, the AKC CAR
has donated more than $3 million to Search &
Rescue teams and organizations that provide
companion animal relief during natural
disasters. This year, $258,000 was
awarded through grants to K-9 SAR
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MVSAR’s Nancy Chanover
proudly displays the AKC CAR
grant check presented to the
K-9 team moments before by
Mesilla Valley Kennel Club
President Charlene Curry.

Workin ,’
Like a Dog
Pet Oxygen Masks Save Furry Lives
Imagine this nightmare
news story:
Blazing Home Fire Leaves
Animal Victims Dead!
No one was home last Friday when flames
and smoke ran through the house on
North Main, but firefighters still had victims
demanding oxygen: two dogs and a cat....
As the flames were extinguished, firefighters
carried the three pets from their home, laid
them down gently, but were unable to offer
them any other assistance or comfort.
Tragic stories are told every week about
beloved family pets dying during fires. While
the US Fire Administration does not officially
keep statistics on animal deaths, industry
sources estimate anywhere from 40,000 to
150,000 pets perish each year, most from
smoke inhalation.

Isn’t there any way to give
animals a fighting chance?
As it turns out: yes there is! Debbie
Seavey’s bulldog, Jada, had just had respiratory surgery, so Debbie was on the internet
researching everything she could do to help
Jada recover. She stumbled upon stories—
positive stories!—about fire departments
saving animals from asphyxiation using
oxygen masks designed especially for treating
animals. In one remarkable rescue, the
Lawrence Township (New Jersey)
Fire Department used their
newly-acquired O2 masks to
save 22 dogs — including
puppies as young as two
weeks.

Enterprises, LLC, makers of the O2 Fur
Life™ pet oxygen mask kits.
Each kit consists of three O2 masks (small,
medium and large), tubing to connect masks
to the oxygen supply, laminated instructions for proper use, a kennel lead, Animal
Incident Report forms, Pet Rescue Notice
forms (electronic copies for multiple uses),
a PowerPoint Presentation for training purposes, and a “Pet Oxygen Masks on Board”
decal to display on the fire truck— all in a
bright orange nylon bag to keep everything
together and easily accessible. The different
size masks can accommodate any size dog,
cats, ferrets, rabbits, guinea pigs, birds and
more. The kits cost $70 apiece, and are available at wagnpetsafety.com.
Debbie made it her goal to outfit the Las
Cruces Fire Department with eight of the lifesaving kits, and enlisted the help of her fellow
Therapaws members, pet supply stores,
veterinarians, neighbors, people at pet shows
and other animal lovers to secure donations
to make it happen. They accomplished this
for the LCFD, and immediately moved on to
the Mesilla Fire Department, which received

two kits. Expanding the effort to include the
16 volunteer fire departments in Doña Ana
County (32 units total) will mean a better
chance of saving pet lives throughout the
whole area.
It’s already made a difference here in
the Mesilla Valley! In March of this year,
the LCFD rescued a dog from an apartment
fire on E. Idaho, and treated him with an O2
mask provided by the efforts and donations
of the good people who’ve helped Debbie in
her quest.

What Can I Do?
The Doña Ana Fire Department is still nine
kits short of being fully outfitted with pet oxygen masks, so donations are gratefully being
accepted to complete the mission. Debbie would like to thank everyone who has
worked hard and donated generously to this
cause. You can contact her at Jadasmommie@gmail.com for more information or if
you’d like to help.
The pet you save could be your own!

As a general rule, fire
departments are not allowed to spend tax
dollars to purchase
equipment not
aimed at saving
human lives —
any equipment
to treat animals
must be supplied
privately. So Debbie decided to act,
and found Wag’n
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• Served on the Humane Society
Programs Committee for 2 years
• Dedicated space for Homeless
animals in advertising for 11
years
• Over the years, I’ve rescued
many animals from the Shelter
• Set up collection site at Steinborn
& Associates Real Estate for
collars, leashes, towels, blankets
and shredded paper for the
Shelter
• Board of Directors, Safe Haven
Animal Sanctuary
• Resident of Las Cruces for 25
years
• REALTOR®/Broker for 14 years

Jennifer Goude, CRS, e-Pro, AHWD
575.522.3698
141 Roadrunner Pkwy, Ste 141 • Las Cruces, NM 88011

575.496.6897

www.LasCrucesHomesforSale.net
jennifer@steinborn.com
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HSSNM:
Working to Bring the
Community Together
for the Animals

“Working to bring the
community together
for the animals” is the call to action for
the Humane Society of Southern New
Mexico (HSSNM). Organized in 2007,
HSSNM, through its
dedicated, caring
and committed
volunteers, members
and Board of Directors, works toward
fulfilling the following
mission statements:
1. The welfare
of companion
animals is the
primary concern
of HSSNM, and
that concern is most
effectively addressed
by advocacy and
dissemination of
humane education
throughout the community.

HSSNM participated in a
number of low cost
vaccination clinics like
this one at the new
Tractor Supply Company
on April 14, 2012.

2. The entire community shares responsibility for humane treatment of companion
animals. Such responsibility includes but is not
limited to increasing adoption from shelters,
widespread and affordable spaying/neutering of
companion animals, facilitating implementation
of best practices in responsible pet ownership,
and ensuring best practices in the operation of
our public animal welfare systems.

Through often heart-warming and
heart-breaking ups and downs, folks
with HSSNM have worked to assist
the county shelter by reducing the
intake of animals at the shelter. This
has been accomplished through preemptive work and off-site adoptions,
fostering and re-homing cats and dogs,
Spay-Only Fund reimbursement to pet owners,
low cost vaccination clinics and telephone and
internet pet helpline services. In addition to
these programs and activities, HSSNM has
assisted and supported the formation of the
Coalition for Pets and
People with the mission
of “Zero in Seven.”
The goal of the Coalition is to reduce to zero
the killing of healthy
and treatable cats and
dogs in Doña Ana
County within seven
years.
Over the few years of
HSSNM’s existence,
the organization has
provided thousands of
dollars to many of the
local animal welfare
organizations for their
programs and found
adoptive homes for
hundreds of cats and dogs while also serving
as fosters for dogs and cats awaiting adoptive homes. HSSNM members served on the
Sheriff’s committee to locate and procure the
Rescue and Emergency Relief surgical mobile

Sandie and Oreo are among the
hundreds of cats and dogs that have
been re-homed or adopted through
various HSSNM programs.

van and animal trailer. A dedicated cadre of
HSSNM volunteers took over the PetSmart cat
adoption center in April of 2008, and these volunteers are currently operating one of the busiest PetSmart adoption centers in the nation.
Along with its important animal welfare and
educational activities, HSSNM has been a
staunch advocate to correct issues that have
existed at the county shelter. The HSSNM
volunteers initiated the Downtown Mall Farmers and Crafts Market dog adoption program
to assist with adoptions from the shelter. In
the past 18 months HSSNM has been directly
or indirectly involved in improvements at the
shelter valued at over a quarter-million dollars.
We have improved documentation of rabies
certificates, designed and fabricated metal food
bowl latches and cleaned air circulation vents.
HSSNM has also advocated strongly for larger
improvements at the shelter including major
renovation of the air circulation equipment,
sealing kennel run floors, rodent control, and
security camera installation.
The work of HSSNM cannot be
done without community involvement and support. You are invited
and encouraged to help HSSNM
bring the community together for
the animals.

3. Discharge of community responsibility rests
not only on awareness of needs but also on
equitable public and private funding and
on timely justice for animal abusers.
4. HSSNM demands public accountability in meeting industry standards of best
practices on the part of all involved in animal
stewardship.

Check out our website at

hssnm.org
HSSNM President Frank Bryce,
with the help of volunteers,
designed and fabricated
80 steel food & water bowl
latches to replace unsafe
bungee cord straps on
ASCMV Shelter runs.

for opportunities, or call us at
575-523-8020 to get involved!
Article by Frank Bryce,
HSSNM President.
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Your

Best Friends ’
Best Friend!
Quality Pet Care
IN YOUR OWN HOME
In Business Since 2004
Fully Licensed, Insured & Bonded
Proud Member of:

Pet Sitting

Pet Taxi
Dog Walking
Overnight Stays

petstr4u@aol.com • 575 523-8723

Dona Ana County Humane Society • P.O. Box 1176 • Las Cruces, NM 88004

The Doña Ana County Humane Society’s mission is to serve as an
advocate for animals and their people in Doña Ana County, New
Mexico, and to maintain an environment of respect, responsibility
and compassion through education, legislation and leadership. The
organization is committed to reducing animal overpopulation and
Open: 12the
– 6 abused.
p.m. Mon-Fri and 12–5 p.m. Sat-Sun
defending
3551 Bataan Memorial West • www.ascmv.org • 382-0018

SERVICES
PROVIDED:
nimal Service Center of the Mesilla Valley (ASCMV) offers many servicesSOME
to citizens
of Doña Ana
County:
Animal Relief Fund (ARF) • Pets for Seniors Program
Alicia Melgarrd Memorial Pet Cemetary

Save 575-647-4808
a Life!
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Adopt a pet
Lookadmin@donaanacountyhumanesocietyinc.org
for a lost pet
Volunteer
Foster
Affordable spay/
neuter program
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Traveling With Your
Best Friends
by Vic Villalobos

Pimpin’ the Dogmobile for a Ruidoso Weekend

A

fter the wonderful time we had on our
week-long trip to California in the new RV
(Dog’Cruces, Spring 2012), we were eager
to hit the road again for a closer-to-home adventure. However, since most RV manufactures
don’t design their vehicles specifically for people
traveling with pets, we decided to make some
simple upgrades and changes ourselves.

The first thing we had to tackle was the flooring.
With three shedding girls who love to swim,
the existing carpet had to go! Everything they
tracked in either stuck to the carpet or soaked
through where we couldn’t get to it. So I started
a quest for the perfect flooring. We thought
Pergo® laminate would look good, but after
some research realized it wouldn’t do well with
three wet Golden Retrievers lying on it. I thought
I had hit a dead end and was looking at my last
resort–linoleum–when my friend Steve (who is
the Guru of gadgets, innovative tech and RVing
with animals) said “you should get that rubber
flooring they use in gyms!” Later that evening he
sent me links to all the different types of rubber
floors, and—yes—they come in lots of colors.
We decided on a neutral color to blend with the
color of our dogs and the dirt they track in. After
a day of installing with Steve, we had a new

We saved money by installing new,
waterproof flooring ourselves.

the door, a door caddy (for treats and
meds) that hangs on the bathroom door,
and a metal container under the table for
all the food we need for a long trip. We
have plans for more improvements, and
I’m sure we’ll think of other things as we
take more trips.

www.RuidosoPark.com

So, newly re-equipped, it was time to hit
the road for a long weekend trip. One of
the great things about living where we
do is that you can travel a short distance
in just about any direction and be in a totally different environment. Head to the
north and you can be at a lake or in the
Gila Wilderness; travel west and you’ll
be in Tucson in just a few hours. We decided to strike out to the east for the cool
pines of Cloudcroft and Ruidoso.
We left the house mid-morning and were
setting up camp by lunch time. We decided to
dry camp the first night, which you may remember means camping in an RV without water
or electric hookups. There is a great site we
know of just off the Sunspot Highway about 20
minutes outside Cloudcroft. It’s a favorite spot
for the dogs: we stay next to an open meadow
that they consider their very own giant dog park.
We’ve been to this location a couple times and
the girls remember it well. As soon as the RV
door opened they ran out to check to see if the
“markings” they left behind on the last trip were
still around. Anything they were unsure of got
remarked—better safe than sorry! We enjoyed a
long hike and the quiet that comes as a result of
no cell service or internet.
The next afternoon I was longing for the internet
and cell service. I had seen something about a
place called Along the River RV Park right on
the Bonito River in Ruidoso, so we decided to
head there and check it out.
I figured why not stay somewhere the dogs can get all
wet–it will be the perfect test
for our new rubber floors!

floor that was comfortable, easy to clean and
waterproof!
The rest of our needs
were easy: hooks for
leashes on the wall by

Along the River RV Park
in Ruidoso offers campsites
on the Bonito River—
and a whole different world
of sights and smells
for the girls to explore.
all the modern conveniences we needed: water,
electricity and wi-fi. Along the River is open
year-round, and also has cabins and tent sites.
Best of all, they are very pet-friendly, as the girls
could tell you.
As much fun as wet dogs are, we have an unbreakable rule about dogs and water—no swimming after 4pm! Any later than that and your
odds of having a dry dog by bedtime are slim to
none—we know from experience. Good news:
the new rubber floor is great! But we’ve added
another item to our to-do list: more storage for
even more dog towels.
We grilled some steaks with our damp doggies
and enjoyed the sound of the tranquil water
flowing through the river. We had a great long
weekend and didn’t have to travel far to enjoy
ourselves. The girls can’t wait for our next family
adventure. Stay tuned...rumor has it they want
to go to a lake.

To ensure our dry dogs stay dry
around water, we put up the
portable enclosure after the
day’s final swim.

We were greeted by Barry Bell
who, along with his wife Donna, just took over the place
and have been busy making
some nice improvements of
their own. After a quick tour
in his golf cart, we had a spot
right along the river, just like
the sign says. We also had
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OLD MESILLA KENNEL

Full Service Precision Grooming & Pet Boarding
Present this ad

for

Full Service
Pet Care
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grooming expe

Please ask about our “Price Match” Policy
and “Season Ticket” Program!

Indoor / Outdoor Runs
Stop By & Tour Our Facilities!
www.oldmesillakennel.com

Member of National Dog Groomers Association of America

575-526-2213
3036 Avenida de Mesilla

(Hwy 28 North • 200 Yards South Of Stoplight At University Ave)

Dog

Grooming

Marie Layer
Certified Dog Groomer
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Llyra’s Pack

a kid’s perspective on
care & training

by Llyra Sarai

Mara Gets an “A” in Social Studies

S

ocial skills are something all humans need;
without them, we would lack the ability to
function in society. The same is true of dogs.
When a dog is left on its own, we often see many
kinds of misbehavior. No one really enjoys dogs
that, in a flurry of unrestrained excitement, jump
onto and maim us; nor do we like those serial
killer Chihuahuas who sink their teeth into our
ankles or hands. Many times while doing doorto-door volunteer work, I have found that the
evil “monster” dog inside turns out to be a tiny,
improperly-socialized Maltese who rules the roost.

first, Mara struggled quite a bit, yipping and carrying on like she was being killed. Slowly, after a
couple of blocks, Mom’s energy took over the situation and Mara calmed down, allowing herself to
be led. Mom was pleased; Mara had potential. So
home she came to become a part of our family!

With guidance, Mara learned respect for humans
and boundaries; but I didn’t realize that there was
another danger in this neglected dog. On our first
adventure into public, Mara snapped and growled
at anyone who tried to come near her. We ended
up having to hold her, because people were drawn
Just as denying socialization opportunities to a
to the fluffy fox-like dog like bees to honey. Her
child can affect his future relationships, failing to
poor social skills were showing again; she didn’t
give a dog proper attention, time and training can
know how to cope with all the attention. To keep
result in her becoming disaffected, disheartened
people from getting bitten (and Mara from getting
and disobedient. To not
a bad reputation), we
invest adequately in your
to establish rules for
Mara was so under-socialized... had
pet’s socialization is to court
everyone who approached:
misunderstanding, as well
no face was too high up for her no touch, no talk, no eye
as to create a potentially
to try and lick, even if it meant contact.
dangerous dog.
So training began in
launching herself off the
Take for instance my second
earnest. We exposed her
dog, Mara, whom my mom
chairs and tables.
to proper walking skills on
discovered through an ad
pack walks and gradually
in the American Classifieds.
brought her into more public situations. At long
Mara’s original owner was ninety years old, and
last, I felt confident enough to take her to a picnic
she simply didn’t have the time, energy or help to
with friends. Especially challenging was the large
handle the dog. Intrigued, my mom decided we
number of Mara’s most feared adversaries: little
should go meet her.
girls, with their high-pitched, excited voices and
Mom went in first, alone, to assess the situation.
eager, grabby hands. I put my faith in Mara’s
She was greeted by a small, fox-like dog on the
training; I was pretty confident, but I still held my
loose in the house—literally jumping off the walls!
breath. I held her so I could correct her immediMara was so under-socialized she had no proper
ately if she growled; then, I allowed each of the
respect for boundaries; no face was too high up
little girls to pet her. I am ecstatic to report that
for her to try to lick, even if it meant launching
Mara passed the test with flying colors. Equipped
herself off the chairs and tables. Although she was with the proper skills, she can now partake of
clean and well fed, this year-old pup had never
public events with me and enjoy the unbridled
even had a collar on—let alone a leash—and she
happiness she was apparently born to create.
had zero training.
Your relationship with your dog isn’t about ownerTo many people, this seems perfectly acceptable:
ship; it isn’t about having that high-status breed or
being fed, having a place to sleep, being clean…
that cute little “pocket pet” people like Paris Hilton
these should be all a dog needs. However, this can
like to be photographed with. Dogs are valuable
be a form of stealth neglect. Failure to properly
family members; and no matter their size, they
socialize Mara had brought this tiny spitfire of a
need structure and training, just like children do.
dog to the sad point of having to leave her estabA dog that is well fed can still be emotionally and
lished home for a new one. Mara’s owners were
socially neglected. So if you really want a dog, do
opting to get rid of her instead of dealing with
her and yourself a favor: Make sure you take stock
“The Issue.” She was neglected, because her true
of exactly how much time your dog will really
needs were not being met.
require to be happy and healthy. And then make
My mom “test drives” dogs before she brings them sure she receives it.
home; so she decided to take this dog for a walk
Llyra Sarai is 17 and has three dogs.
and see how Mara adapted to new situations. At
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NYLABONE® DURA CHEW
Dura Chew products available at Horse N Hound Feed N
Supply, 991 W. Amador St., Las Cruces, NM 575-523-8790.

www.horsenhoundfeed.com

HALTI
HEAD
COLLAR
THREE DOG
BAKERY TREATS
SMILING DOG
KIBBLE
SEASONING
Smiling Dog Kibble Seasoning is
available at Better Life Pet Foods,
365 Avenida de Mesilla, Las
Cruces, NM 88005. 575-527-9265.

www.betterlifenaturalpetfoods.com

ZUKE’S POWER
BONES
Zuke’s, made in the USA
treats available at Horse N
Hound Feed N Supply, 991
W. Amador St., Las Cruces,
NM 575-523-8790.

Three Dog Bakery treats are all natural.
Now available at Better Life Pet Foods, 365
Avenida de Mesilla, Las Cruces, NM 88005.
575-527-9265.

The Halti Head collar is ideal for all dogs.
Control your dog with greatly reduced force
& effort leading to a less stressful experience.
Available at The Feed Store, 5165 Doña Ana
Rd., Las Cruces, NM 88007. 575-526-1463.

www.thefeedstorenm.com

www.betterlifenaturalpetfoods.com

SOJOS GRAIN
FREE TREATS
Sojos grain free treats are available at Better
Life Pet Foods, 365 Avenida de Mesilla, Las
Cruces, NM 88005. 575-527-9265.

www.horsenhoundfeed.com

www.betterlifenaturalpetfoods.com

ROMP! FUNNY FARM
PLUSH TOYS
Romp! Funny Farm Plush Toys
are now available at Horse N
Hound Feed N Supply, 991 W.
Amador St., Las Cruces, NM.
575-523-8790.

www.horsenhoundfeed.com

WATER BOTTLE
CRUNCHERS
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Dogs love the sound of the “crunching &
crackling” empty bottle. Made ofnon-toxic
materials & colors. Available at Mesilla
Valley Pet Resort, 2500 W Amador.
www.mvpetresort.com

Summer 2012

HARLEY-DAVIDSON ®
PET APPAREL

Even pooches want to look cool!
Dress them in ofﬁcial HarleyDavidson Pet Apparel and they will!
Available at Barnett’s Las Cruces
Harley-Davidson®, I-10 @ Avenida
de Mesilla. 575-541-1440.
www.barnettharleylascruces.com

FOR
THE
L VE
OF

PIT BULLS...

When an attack involves a deemed-to-be pit bull, the media uses
sensationalism to exaggerate the supposed “monster” characteristic
of the dog. While a large number of pit bull-type dogs in this country
live out their lives as cherished family companions, many not so fortunate suffer from man-made shortcomings, including unspeakable
cruelties, the socio-economic pressure of under-resourced owners,
and the relentless biases and discrimination of an ill-informed public.
MYTH - 1. an invented story, ﬁctitious person, etc.
2. a belief or set of beliefs, often unproven or false, that have
accrued around a person, phenomena or institution.
FACTS:
• When the media reports on a certain type of dog, sales for the
breed will increase.
• When popularity of a dog increases, incidents/attacks increase.
• DNA research done by veterinarians has proven visual ID of
dogs is often times incorrect.
• 36% of Pit Bull fatalities involve dogs having been chained.
• Overwhelming fatalities involve unaltered males (ALL Breeds).
• The Center for Disease Control has repeatedly stated that their
data should NOT be used for breed proﬁling. This is due to
the fact that they have not done their own research regarding
dog incidents.
For more information on Pit Bulls and other Dog Breeds visit:
National Canine Research Council www.nationalcanineresearchcouncil.com
American Temperament Test Society, Inc • www.atts.org
Pet Safety Tips for Kids • www.pbrc.net
And ALWAYS supervise your children around any dog or cat!
This Message Sponsored by:
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Media Picks
for Dog Lovers
Mine

support the
Sanctuary’s
work by
donating to
and shopping
at the SHAS
Thrift Store at:
840 el paseo
(across from Sutherlands)

575.541.4942
Call for an appointment
& directions to

Safe Haven
Animal Sanctuary

575.805.5338

www.SafeHavenAnimalSanctuary.net

Help

Directed by Geralyn Pezanoski
Not Rated
Mine is a heart-wrenching and thought-provoking documentary about
the fate of rescued dogs separated from their owners after Hurricane
Katrina. It’s a story of tragedy and heroism—and the unintended consequences resulting from the largest animal rescue effort in history.
The film highlights five New Orleans residents who were forced to
leave their beloved pets behind in the mandatory evacuation; and it
chronicles their efforts to find their dogs once they were finally able to
return home. Through their own research, and the help of dedicated
volunteers, each discovers his/her dog is alive and well—but has been
adopted by someone else who has also grown to love the animal.

Mine presents all parties with dignity and sensitivity; this was a
unique and complex situation that had no villains—everyone involved was trying to do the right thing as he or she saw it. The movie raises issues of
ownership and responsibility, and it will certainly make you think about what we can all do to
prevent ever being seperated from our furriest family members.

The Chet and Bernie Mysteries
Dog On It, Thereby Hangs a Tail, To Fetch a Thief
by Spencer Quinn
Bernie Little is an Iraqi War vet who wasn’t quite cut out for civilian law enforcement. Chet is a large mixed breed dog who almost made it as a police
K-9—if only that cat hadn’t appeared at the very end of his final exam.
Together, they are the Little Detective Agency, a cash-strapped duo with
tenacity, integrity and—yes—a nose for clues, that specializes in missing
persons cases.
Chet might just be the best canine narrator ever. It’s easy to imagine him
as the voice of your own dog: intelligent and alert, but easily distracted
by that stray Cheeto under the chair; devoted and eager to please, but
not quite sure how he and Bernie can keep going on wild goose chases
without ever seeing a single goose. Chet’s outrage at feline insolence
is particularly funny, and his unconditional love for Bernie—which is
completely mutual—is touching and honest and unwaivering. Best of all,
Chet loves his job, and every day is the greatest day of his life, even when
the cases they’re working on take a dangerous turn....
The mysteries themselves are pretty formulaic and not particularly
challenging, but they’re engaging enough, and they do get better with
each installment. The true draw in this series is the partnership between
Chet and Bernie. Both are integral to the success of the Little Detective
Agency, and when Chet has information that Bernie needs, he must find
some way to let his partner know about it. This aspect of their relationship is actually handled very well: there is no special bark whereby
Bernie immediately knows Timmy has fallen in the well. Chet sometimes
can’t successfully relay information, and Bernie must figure things out on
his own. It’s more realistic (you know, for a dog detective story), and the
books are very satisfying as a result.
There is already a fourth book in the series: The Dog Who Knew Too Much;
and the fifth installment, A Fistful of Collars, is due out in September.
Read and enjoy!
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Kat ’s
Korner

by Kat Lacy

Kitties of the World Unite!
I s it really a dog’s world?

There are dog parks, dog bakeries, doggy day
care, doggy birthday parties, dog sweaters, doggy
boots, and magazines such as this one dedicated
to the Dog. While we aren’t complaining or ungrateful (kitties do get this tiny little section in the
very back), we do believe this is a little unfair. But
is it really a Dog’s World?
We think not!
There are a whopping 86.4 million cat owners in
the United States, which is 8 million more than
dog owners. This tells us that Americans have a
big heart for cats—and so they should! Cats are
the most popular pet in the world, and most are
acquired as strays or adopted from local animal
shelters. Cats have been training humans for
thousands of years. The evolution
of the Cat is evident in Ancient
Egypt. Beginning 9500 years ago,
Egyptian tombs were adorned
with petroglyphs of cats; humans
were buried with their cats, and
they believed that cats were the
guardians of the afterlife.

with fresh growing wheat grass and barrels of
blooming catnip, a dirt pile to roll in, and a big
tree to race up. How cool would that be? We
could even have a section in the deli for cats that
would include frozen mice, freeze dried salmon,
and catnip (of course).
Of course, not all cats have loving homes. Millions of unappreciated cats are left to fend for
themselves on the streets or to be senselessly
euthanized in shelters across the country. There is
a huge divide evident between pet owners in our
culture; so many of us adore our loving felines,
and yet so many others allow them to be killed by
the millions. These uncaring folk do not see the
importance of spaying and neutering their cats.
As a result, the shelters and the streets are filled
with little souls waiting to starve or be euthanized.
Together we can help curb these sad
statistics. Project Save a Kitten
is a local program designed to
give kittens a chance at a loving
home. You can sponsor a litter for
as little as $50 or provide a foster
home for a mother and her kittens.
Several local businesses are teaming up
and pitching in to host litters of kittens.
This encourages adoption and helps these
little guys stay healthy and alive until their
forever homes are found.

Bow
before me,
puny humans!

Humans today continue to accommodate their cats’ every whim. There are
luxurious bed and breakfasts for cats
to stay while we vacation, like The
Best Little Cat House in Pasadena in
Pasadena, California. Feline guests
have their own fish tanks to gaze at and
sun rooms to warm in; their people can
monitor them 24/7 with personal kitty
webcams, and for $40 a night, your
best little feline friend should be more
than comfortable.
We would like to go a step further.
Instead of only having Yappy Hours,
there should also be Meow Mixers where
proud cat owners can have a glass of
wine and share photos and videos of their
kitties resting at home (on a live webcam
feed). Instead of a Cat Park, which speaks
for itself, there could be Kitty Day Care,
chock-full of fish aquariums, bird gazing
windows, play lofts
with hidden nooks
and crannies, and
battery powered
mice darting to and
fro. There could be
an outdoor garden

To sponsor or host a litter of kittens, contact
the Community Foundation of Southern
New Mexico’s TABBY TEAM, a part of the
Community Coalition for Animals, by calling
Jackey Meinecke at 524-1886.
You can also stop by one of the many
businesses hosting kittens, such as
Better Life Pet Foods, Enchanted
Gardens, Southwest Environmental
Center, and PetsBarn. Adopt an
adorable new furry family member
so it to can be treated like the
royal cats of Egypt and adorn
your furniture like a gift from the
Gods. Who knows, maybe your
new warm furry feline full of
fantastic fanatical fun will fill
a once empty place in your
heart.

Pecans...
Pecans...
The
The Purrrrfect
Purrrrfect
Ingredient
Ingredient For
For
• Pies
• Salads
• Snacks

& Much,
Much Mo
re!

575-526-5745
1655 W. Amador
Las Cruces, NM

Written by Kat Lacy, Owner,
Better Life Pet Foods
Edited by Shannon Ellison
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Volunteer
Opportunities

Get Involved and Help!!

V

Bringing the
Community
Together for
the Animals
• Pet Help Line / Caller Assistance
• Lost / Found Animals &
Re-Home Website Posting
• Website Posting for Animals in Need
• Adoption & Fostering Program
• Spay Assistance
• Volunteer Program
• Critter Clubs / Humane Education
• Volunteer Program
• And MORE!
Support HSSNM by
becoming a MEMBER

575-523-8020
P.O. Box 13826,
Las Cruces, NM 880013

www.hssnm.org
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olunteering is good for the soul, and the
Las Cruces Animal Community includes
many fine organizations that always need
good people to join their ranks. Check out the
groups below and see which one(s) would be
the best fit for you!

Humane Society of Southern NM
(HSSNM)
PO Box 13826
Las Cruces, NM 88013
575-523-8020
www.hssnm.org

ACTion Programs for Animals
PO Box 125
Las Cruces, NM 88004
575-644-0505
www.actionprogramsforanimals.org

Las Cruces Dog Park Coaltion
PO Box 11345
Las Cruces, NM 88013
575-312-1741
www.lcdogpark.com

Animal Service Center of the Mesilla
Valley (ASCMV)
3551 Bataan Memorial West
Las Cruces, NM 88012
575-382-0018
email: pdeal@las-cruces.org
or visit www.ascmv.org

PetSmart/HSSNM Cat Adoption Center
Contact Evelyn at 575-650-6746
EvelynRanma52@aol.com

Doña Ana County Humane Society
(DACHS)
PO Box 1176
Las Cruces, NM 88004
575-647-4808
www.donaanacountyhumanesocietyinc.org
Feral Cat Management Program (fCaMP)
P.O. Box 3912,
Las Cruces, NM 88003
575-639-3036
email: fcamp@nmsu.edu
www.nmsu.edu/~fcamp

Safe Haven Animal Sanctuary (SHAS)
If you would like to donate your time to
SHAS, you may call 575-527- 4544, email
preciouspaws6@yahoo.com or visit SHAS
website at www.safehavenanimalsanctuary.net
Spay/Neuter Action Program
of Southern NM (SNAP)
2405 W. Picacho
Las Cruces, NM 88005
575-524-9265
www.snapnewmexico.org
Therapaws
575-524-2026
therapaws@gmail.com
www.therapydogs.com (parent organization)

If your organization has volunteer opportunities available and would like to be included in our
next issue, please email us at info@dogcruces.com

Featured Group

Las Cruces Dog Park Coalition

The Dog Park Coalition is a non-profit [501(c)(3)] organization seeking to
maintain, improve, and expand the use of leash-free dog parks in Las Cruces.
It is a group of volunteers who hold fundraisers and fun events for dog parkers—
all for the love of dogs. You can help by joining the coalition and/or by helping with
scheduled events. The first Saturday of every month is for maintenance,
and the park is washed downed by volunteers. Volunteers meet at 8am
and bring washing materials and/or a willingness to help.
For more information or to join, visit www.lcdogparkers.com

Tired of Hearing

“No Pets Allowed”

Stop Paying Rent and

Own Your Own Home!

www.oakwoodlc.com

Steal II

52,900

$$

DL#01101

575-527-0031

,Cruces• Las
375 N. Valley
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Horse N Hound and Tuffy’s
Two Family-Owned Companies, working together
to provide your pet with health and safe nutrition!

• Frequent Buyer Card (buy 12 bags, get the 13th free)
• All Natural, No By-Product, Corn or Wheat
• Contains Peas Instead of White Potato, Lower in the Glycemic Index
• Glucosamine and chondroitin • Balance Omega 3 & 6 • 100% Proteinated Minerals
• Digestive Enzymes • Super Premium Nutrition
• Proven Pet Food Manufacturer
• Now with Sel-Plex®, an AAFCO-Approved
Organic Selenium

$

4 OFF

a large bag of NutriSource
or PureVita Food

$

FREE BAG

of NutriSource Soft
and Tender Treats
with any NutriSource or PureVita
Bag Purchase 33 or 18 lbs.

2 OFF

a medium bag of
NutriSource or PureVita Food

Horse N Hound Feed N Supply
991 W. Amador • 575523-8790
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