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Fall 2011

K-9 Cops 
Serve &            Protect
LCPD, DASO and 
NMSU K-9 teams
fight crime in the 
Mesilla Valley!
page 15

Plus...  “Summer Fun” photo contest winners, volunteer opportunities, 
                      and upcoming events you and your dog won’t want to miss!

Take ACTion!
APA works tirelessly 

to make life better for  
pets and their people.

page 21

Snakebite!
It’s Rattlesnake Season. 

Find out what you 
need to know to 

keep your dog safe.
page 10

National Champ!
The American Humane Society’s 
National Hero Dog Awards 
feature a Military Working Dog 
from Las Cruces.
page 19
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Going Camping?
Get your RV checked out before you go!

Call Sunland RV 
Service Dept.

575-523-0715
1-800-388-5995www.sunlandrv.com

Complete Systems 
Check Special

$99
plus tax

AC 
Plumbing

Roof
LP System

Appliances

EXPLORE THE
GREAT OUTDOORS

WITH YOUR
4 LEGGED FRIENDS!

575-523-0715
1-800-388-5995www.sunlandrv.com

5th Wheel
Trailers

Class A

Class B
Toy Hauler
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Here We Go Again!

Our Mascot’s 
new name is 
RIO!

Now maybe he’ll come 
when we call him...

Thanks for the suggestions—“Rio” really likes his 
new name!  The contest winner will receive a 

$50 gift certificate from Better Life Foods!

Write to us at:
Dog’Cruces Magazine 

580 S. Valley Drive, suite 100
Las Cruces, NM  88005 

or email us at :
Vic@DogCruces.com

www.

Information                        for the Las Cruces Dog!

Local Resources for:
Health, Nutrition, Adoption, 

Lost & Found, Events 
& Furry Fun! Log on & join 

the community today!

Dog‘Cruces Magazine
580 S. Valley Drive • Suite 100 • Las Cruces, NM  88005

575-528-8505

W hat an amazing few months  
this has been!

We are overwhelmed by the enthusiastic 
response to the first issue of our magazine 
(Summer 2011). Thank you so much for the 
kind emails & calls, positive feedback and good 
wishes—it makes all our effort worthwhile. 
Thanks also for picking up extra copies for your 
friends and helping to spread the strong sense 
of community we all feel and want to promote 
here in the Mesilla Valley. 

We hope this Fall issue meets your 
expectations for a great follow-up!

Our cover story shines a spotlight on the K-9 
Units of the Las Cruces Police Department, 
Doña Ana Sheriff’s Department and NMSU 
Police Department.  Phyllis Wright and I were 
allowed tremendous access to their training 
sessions, and we even got to go on actual ride-
alongs during the night shifts. Wow. I am in awe 
of these law enforcement professionals, and am 
excited we’re able to share with you just some 
of what they do every day to protect us.  I can’t 
possibly thank everyone enough, so I’m not 
even going to try.  But please know this: we are 
very lucky to have such high-caliber K-9 Units 
in a community our size. 

Also featured this issue is the ACTion Program 
for Animals (APA) and the great work Michele 
Meunier and her group do to help people and 
their pets live better lives together.  Jess Williams 
is back with a horrifying account of animal cru-
elty here in Doña Ana County;  Dr. Pirtle alerts 

us to the dangers of dogs vs. rattlesnakes; Re-
tired Military Working Dog “Bino” wins national 
recognition; and a whole lot more.

We received a bunch of cute & crazy pictures 
for our “Summer Fun” photo contest and had 
a hard time—but a lot of fun—choosing the 
three winners.  Next up is Halloween, so our 
“Costume” photo contest should be something 
to behold!  Make sure your dog dons his best, 
most humiliating costume for a chance to ap-
pear in our Winter issue.

And finally, I really want to call attention to all 
the advertisers who have taken a chance on our 
new publication.  Money is tight everywhere, 
and it’s their advertising dollars that allow us to 
print and distribute this magazine and provide 
free space to the non-profit animal groups that 
do so many wonderful things for the communi-
ty.  Please visit these local small businesses, and 
thank them for the support they provide!

Vic Villalobos
Managing Editor

Publisher 
Marla Honeycutt

Managing Editor 
Vic Villalobos

Senior Editors 
Charissa Paskowski, Jenifer Woods

Contributing Editors 
Crystal Sonnette, Phyllis Wright

Graphic Artists 
John Connell, Andie Fierro, Jenifer Woods

Advertising 
Nora Lancaster, Charissa Paskowski, 

Wayne Sinclair, Michelle Sullivan, Vic Villalobos
Contributors 

Kat Lacy, Debbie Kandoll, Michel Meunier, 
Charissa Paskowski, Dr. Scott Pirtle, DVM, Llyra Sarai, 

Vic Villalobos, Jess Williams, Jenifer Woods, Phyllis Wright
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For a complete 
calendar of events, visit 

DogCruces.com
List is updated 

as events are announced

September
Wednesday, September 21 
Yappy Hour 6pm to 8pm 

On the patio of Andele’s Dog House, 1983 Calle 
de Norte in Mesilla.  $5 donation at the door.  
There will be a special Yappy Hour Menu, dog 
treats, raffles, door prizes and fun!  Please bring 
your well behaved pups on a leash.  Proceeds to 
benefit DACHS and SNAP

Saturday, September 17
Strut you Mutt-Young Park from 8:30am-12:30pm.  

Get your friends together and form a team, walk 
for your favorite breed rescue or animal organiza-
tion in town!   • Demos • Food • Fun • Face 
Painting • Information Booths.   Dog adoptions 
• Rent-a-dogs (if you don’t have a dog, rent one 
from the Animal Services Center of the Mesilla 
Valley)  Pre-register at SNAP/DACHS office 2405 
W Picacho Ave, Ste 103 (across from Peddler’s 
Pavilion)  or sign up by phone, (575) 647-4808 or 
(575) 524-9265 

Saturday, September 24 
Canine & Cocktails 

last event for 2011 will be held Saturday, September 
24th from  5pm to 7pm at the Hotel Encanto’s Azul 
Patio Bar.  Well behaved pets on a leash invited, 
benefits ACTion Programs for Animals (APA).  $5 
donation at the door

Friday, September 30  
World Rabies Day Clinic.  

HSSNM, AOA and SNAP will team up for the 2nd 
annual World Rabies Day Clinic.  Location the 
Dona Ana County Government Center (845 N. 
Motel) from 9am-2pm.  Vaccines is $5 or free with 
proof of government assistance.  Vaccination of-
fered only for pets of Dona Ana County residents.  

OctOber
Adopt-a-shelter or rescue dog month!  
The entire month of October 
Sunday, October 2 
Yappy Hour at Ardivino’s Crossing 

From Sunland Park Drive, head towards the 
Racetrack. Turn left on Doniphan,  then right on 
Racetrack Drive. Continue through the stop light 
at McNutt Road and we are the first left. Look for 
the Windmill!

 
Sunday, October 16
2nd Annual Cruising for Critters, 

Motorcycle and animal enthusiast can help animals 
with this special motorcycle cruise that helps to 
improve the lives of pets in Dona Ana Count.  For 
more information call 575-527-4544 

Wednesday, October 19 
Yappy Hour 

at Andele’s Dog House in Las Cruces 

Saturday, October 22 
National Pit Bull Awareness 

A day to educate and foster positive communica-
tions and experiences in the communities in which 
we and our dogs live.  It is a day to focus on these 
incredible dogs and their devoted, responsible own-
ers. A day to change perceptions and stereotypes.

   
NOvember 
National Senior Pet Month.
Pet Cancer Awareness Month 

Sunday-Saturday, November 6th-12th 
National Animal Shelter  
Appreciation Week
 
December 
Friday, December 2 
National Mutt Day. 
 
Saturday, December 10
A Critter Christmas 2nd  annual gala 

fund-raiser at the Building Industry Association’s 
lovely facility, 2825 N. Main, is a spirited night of 
food, drink, music, and live-and-silent auction fun. 
Benefits, DACHS, SNAP and the Animal Service 
Center of the Mesilla Valley. Tickets are $50 each; 
discounted to $40 for early-bird purchases. Call 
575-522-1232.

Grooming

Climate Controlled
Facility

Obedience, Rally, 
Agility Classes

All Companion Pet Boarding

www.mvpetresort.com

 Mon.-Sat. 7am-6pm 
Sunday 2pm-5pm (Pick up & drop off only)
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In Las Cruces
PC and Mac

Service

575-527-8190A Division of
Holton Enterprises, Inc.

Specials on this ad not to be combined  
with any other special offers.

Senior / Student & New Business Discounts
Computer Optimization, Hard Drive Virus Cleaning
HDD Crash Data Recovery, Automatic Data Backup

Custom Built Computers & Refurbished Systems

ALL HOME

COMPUTER USERS

15% OFF LABOR

WITH COUPON UNTIL THE END OF OCTOBER 2011

SOMETHING SPECIAL FOR:
NEW CUSTOMERS & 

SENIORS & STUDENTS
TAKE AN EXTRA
5% OFF LABOR

WITH COUPON UNTIL THE END OF OCTOBER 2011

ALL BUSINESSES

WITH COMPUTERS

TAKE 10%
OFF LABOR

WITH COUPON UNTIL THE END OF OCTOBER 2011
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•  Adopt a pet
•  Look for a lost pet
•  Volunteer
•  Foster
•  Affordable spay/
   neuter program
•  Microchipping
•  Pet licensing

Save a Life!

Open: 12 – 6 p.m. Mon-Fri and 12–5 p.m. Sat-Sun
3551 Bataan Memorial West • www.ascmv.org • 382-0018

The Animal Service Center of the Mesilla Valley (ASCMV) offers many services to citizens of Doña Ana County:
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petstr4u@aol.com • 575523-8723

In Business Since 2004

Proud Member of:

Fully Licensed, Insured & Bonded

Best Friends’

Best Friend!

Your

Quality Pet Care 
IN YOUR OWN HOME

Pet Sitting
Pet Taxi
Dog Walking
Overnight Stays
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W hether you are one of the many persons 
who regard snakes as sinister and evil, or 
one of the nature lovers who regard them 

as a beautiful part of the world around us, there 
is no denying the danger that our local venom-
ous reptiles represent for us, and even more so 
for our pets. Late summer, including the months 
of August, September and even October have 
always been the months when I have seen the 
highest numbers of snakebite cases. Cloudy and 
rainy weather along with increased outdoor activ-
ity, particularly with bird dogs being in the field, 
combine to make these months more dangerous 
than earlier in summer when the snakes are more 
nocturnal and less likely to be encountered in the 
morning or evening hours. 

While some dogs have a 
natural fear of rattlesnakes, 
others show a curiosity 
that is a recipe for disaster. 
I wouldn’t say deaths due 
to snakebite are the norm 
in this area, although we 
do see a few each year.  
However, most bites are 
extremely painful and 
horrific to see. Rattlesnake venom creates extreme 
pain, swelling, systemic shock, and tremendous 
tissue destruction. Even with rapid attention and 
treatment, most dogs suffer with pain, swelling, 
bleeding and sometimes significant tissue death, 
usually for several days after the bite. 

So what are some things you can do to minimize 
the risks of an encounter with a rattlesnake? And 
what about the vaccine that is available to im-
munize your dog against rattlesnake venom? Let’s 
discuss these issues in this edition of Dog‘Cruces!

First, the best protection against snakebite is 
avoidance. Many of us 

live in areas of town 
where proximity to 

desert lands make 
encounters more 

likely. By 

understanding snake behavior we can reduce the 
risk of a bite. Rattlesnakes are cold-blooded; there-
fore weather, sunlight, and temperature play key 
factors in their activity. Our desert climate favors 
some degree of snake activity for a large portion 
of the year. I have seen snakebites in almost every 
month; however, May through September are the 
most common months for snake contact. During 
the heat of summer, snakes will avoid direct sun-
light and heat by hiding in dense vegetation, brush 
piles, stacks of wood, underneath foundations 
of buildings, in burrows, or anywhere they can 
remain cool and shaded. By avoiding these areas 
you can diminish the risk to yourself and your 
dog. Most snake activity will take place in the late 
evening, early morning, or at night. Walking with 
your dog in desert areas during these cooler/dark 

time periods will increase 
the risk of a bite. Once 
monsoon season starts 
and cloudy, cooler weather 
develops in the afternoon 
or persists into the morning, 
risk of snakebites during the 
daylight hours will increase 
significantly. 

Apart from avoiding outdoor activity in loca-
tions or times of high snake activity, two other 
things can be done to reduce the risk of snakebite 
occurrence or severity. One is to “snakeproof” 
your dog by putting it through an avoidance 
course with a professional trainer. These classes 
use negative feedback to teach your dog to avoid 
rattlesnakes. Shock collars are used to train a dog 
to stay clear of any rattlesnakes they encounter 
in the field. Snakes actually have a strong odor, 
and even if they remain silent, many dogs will 
detect their scent when the snake is not easily 
seen or heard. For many dogs, these classes can 
be highly effective ways to teach them to avoid 
getting close enough for a rattlesnake to bite them. 
Once trained, regular refresher courses may be 
needed to remind your dog that rattlesnakes are 
something they want no part of.

Finally, in recent years a vaccine against rattle-
snake venom has become available. As with 
anything new in the medical field, controversy 
and uncertainty about effectiveness can be a 
concern until time answers questions of real world 
usefulness. Many local veterinarians have been 
utilizing this vaccine over the past few years.  
The true scientific effectiveness of the vaccine is 
somewhat difficult to gage, as controlled studies 

rattlesnakes: 

Late summer, including the months 
of August, September and even 
October have always been the 

months I have seen the highest 
number of snakebite cases.

382 Walnut Street • Las Cruces, NM
(behind Lube ‘N’ Go)

M-F 9-5:30 • Sat 10-3

575-526-4048

PICTURE 
FRAME
F A C T O R Y  O U T L E T

Honor Those
Who have 

Served

10% discount for military
& emergency responders

(With Verification)

Military and
Law Enforcement

Specialty Framing
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    by 
Dr. Scott  Pirtle, DVM

The Vet,s View

A clear & present Danger
in which dogs would be exposed to snake venom 
after immunization would be highly inappropriate 
and unethical. For now, we are left with a certain 
amount of data and empirical observations about 
the vaccine. While this article doesn’t allow for 
an in-depth discussion on the complexities of the 
vaccine, suffice it to say 
that veterinarians seem 
to remain divided on the 
effectiveness. Several key 
things need to be under-
stood before you consult 
with your veterinarian about 
vaccinating your dog.

First and foremost, all 
snakebites deserve immedi-
ate veterinary attention, 
regardless of whether your 
dog has been vaccinated or 
not. No two snakebites are 
created equal. Bite location, 
size of the dog, species of 
rattlesnake, recent feeding 
by the snake, and myriad 
other factors conspire to 
make snakebites extremely 
variable. 

Although not without its 
own controversy, antivenin 
has remained a cornerstone 
therapy in the treatment 
of rattlesnake bites in 
humans and dogs for 
several decades. Antivenin 
is essentially a solution of 
concentrated antibodies to 
rattlesnake venom given 
intravenously after a snakebite. The theory behind 
the rattlesnake vaccine marketed by Red Rock 
Biologics is to “pre-load” a dog with antibodies to 
snake venom. These antibodies already circulating 
in the dog’s bloodstream should be able to neu-
tralize some of the venom injected during the bite. 

After treating a significant number of snakebites in 
vaccinated dogs over the past few years, my very 
subjective opinion is that the vaccine does seem 
to arrest the swelling associated with a snakebite 
sooner than in unvaccinated dogs, and I believe 
the swelling seems to resolve more quickly for 
many vaccinated dogs. Again, this doesn’t mean a 
vaccinated dog will not have a significant reaction 
to a rattlesnake bite. As previously mentioned, all 

dogs that are bitten by a rattlesnake require im-
mediate veterinary attention.

As with any vaccine, allergic or adverse reactions 
are possible. We have used several hundred doses 
of the vaccine over the past few years with few, if 
any, allergic reactions. I do warn clients that swell-

ings at the site of vaccine administration are not 
uncommon, but most of these do not require any 
treatment. You will soon get used to me saying 
this, but consult with your veterinarian about the 
risks and benefits for your dog before utilizing the 
vaccine. Your veterinarian will be able to advise 
you on this vaccine in light of your dog’s medi-
cal history and risk of exposure to rattlesnakes. 
Another resource for information is on the web at 
www.redrockbiologics.com. 

As you and Fido head out for that morning walk 
or weekend hike, keep the words of my father in 
mind. As a child, every time our family ventured 
into the outdoors and my brothers and I headed 
out in search of adventure, my father would 
remind us, “you boys watch out for snakes!” 

...the best 
protection 

against 
snakebite is 

avoidance.

...the best 
protection 

against 
snakebite is 

avoidance.

What does NutriSource Super
Premium Nutrition Mean To Your Pet?
• Made With Real Chicken or Real Lamb
 #1 Ingredient
• Highly Digestible Rice, Barley,
 And Oatmeal Formula
• Balanced Omega 3 & 6 Nutrition
• No By-Products
• No Whole Corn
• Naturally Preserved With Mixed
 Tocopherols (A Source of Vitamin E)
• Sel-Plex Selenium
• Protected Vitamin C
• Natural Anti-Oxidants

DIFFERENCES THAT MATTER
• 100% Proteinated Minerals
• Digestive Enzymes
• Super Premium Nutrition
• Proven Pet Food Manufacturer
• Now With Sel-Plex, An AAFCO
 Approved Organic Selenium

5165 Doña Ana Road
(Just north of Ray’s and Day’s) 

526-1463 
M-F 8:00-6:00  • Sat. 8:00-4:00
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Fair warning: 
The story you’re about to read is true. It hap-
pened right here in Doña Ana County. And 
it’s not an isolated incident. Animal abuse 
and irresponsible pet ownership in Doña Ana 
County remain problems that must be organi-
cally addressed at every level before we can call 
ourselves a community of humane companion-
animal trustees.

In the late afternoon of Thursday, June 30, a 
New Mexico State Police officer approached a 
mobile home in southern Doña Ana County 
to serve a court summons. Upon entering the 
property, he was charged by an adult female 
pit bull who was extremely aggressive. The 
officer drew his weapon and shot the dog in the 
foreleg, and the dog went back 
under the mobile home.

The officer called Doña Ana 
County Animal Control, and 
officers went to the house on 
Friday, July 1 to speak to the 
owner. The woman said she 
knew the dog was hurt, but 
had no plans to take the ani-
mal to a veterinarian. She was 
told in no uncertain terms that 
the dog needed immediate 
medical care and that officers 
would be back to check on its 
welfare.

Follow-up visits occurred on 
July 3 and July 7. The prop-
erty owner was seldom home, 
and the animal had clearly not 
been treated. Officers obtained 
a warrant to enter the property 
and remove the dog for medi-
cal care. The first attempt to serve the warrant 
was on July 13, but the officers were unable to 
capture the dog. 

A larger team of specialists returned to the 
property on Thursday, July 14. The dog was 
chained in the front of the mobile home. The 
property owner was not at home. A neighbor 
told the officers that the dog had puppies 
underneath the mobile home.

Two officers were dressing in coveralls to slide 
under the trailer in muddy conditions when the 
dog slipped her chain and attacked. Neither 
officer in coveralls could reach for a gun or 
pepper spray, but another uniformed officer 
was nearby and managed to pepper spray the 
attacking dog. She retreated under the trailer 
and was eventually subdued and placed into 
the truck for transport.

The two officers then crawled under the trailer. 
The ground was wet and muddy from recent 

rains. They found three puppies dead and four 
more entangled in insulation hanging from the 
bottom of the mobile home. The puppies were 
near death and were humanely euthanized 
upon arrival at the Animal Services Center of 
the Mesilla Valley. 

Ashley, the mother pit bull, has flourished in 
the care of Doña Ana County Animal Control. 
Her leg is healing nicely and her disposition is 
no longer aggressive. She interacts well with her 
handlers and may be a candidate for adop-
tion to a forever family once she is no longer 
evidence in the pending criminal case against 
her owner.

The officer who relayed this story to me said 
that the mobile home was a nice one, the 

owner drove a nice car and sported nicely-done 
hair and nails. The appearance was of a person 
who had money to spend on the things she 
prioritized, and veterinary care for her dog was 
obviously not on her list. She faces a variety of 
animal-cruelty charges, as well as charges of 
harboring a then-vicious animal. 

It used to be that investigators would get a 
case like this and the courts would mete out 
minimal punishment. But in the last five years, 
investigators said, they are building stronger 
cases and the courts are taking a firmer stand 
toward punishing people who abuse or neglect 
their animals.

Ashley looks to have a good outcome despite 
the arduous journey she endured and the 
wounds she sustained. But on a daily basis, 
Animal Control officers find themselves dealing 
with abuse in both the county and within the 
City of Las Cruces.

 In many cases, the abuse is willful and results 
in a criminal complaint. In many more cases, 
the abuse is born of simple ignorance. For 
instance, animal control officers routinely have 
to remind owners that adequate shade cannot 
be achieved by putting a 55-gallon barrel or 
other non-insulated structure in direct sunlight. 
People routinely express surprise when they’re 
told that the temperatures inside such structures 
are as hot (or hotter) for the animal as being 
out in the sun. Deep shade comes from trees 
and overhangs and fences that physically form 
a significant open-air barrier between the ani-
mal’s environment and direct sunlight. 

While chaining animals is still unfortunately 
legal in Doña Ana County, the officers say the 

behavioral and social problems 
associated with chaining are 
further exacerbated by people 
who neglect to ensure than the 
chain is consistently checked for 
tangles and wrapping, which 
can prevent an animal from 
reaching shade, food and water 
for prolonged periods of time. 

In the heat of summer, animal 
control officers frequently en-
counter situations where dogs 
stand in or otherwise immerse 
themselves in their drinking 
water in an effort to cool off. 
In many cases, this behavior 
contaminates the water that 
the dog subsequently drinks, 
leading to illness and infections 
at the sites of open sores. Water 
bowls should be completely 
changed on a daily basis, and 
sometimes more frequently.

We who love our companion animals have the 
opportunity to be ambassadors for responsible 
pet ownership by gently reminding our neigh-
bors of best practices for pet ownership and 
by calling Animal Control to intervene in cases 
where neighborly education isn’t working and 
animals are suffering as a result. 

Changing the community sounds like a daunt-
ing task, but changing for the better the life of 
one animal at a time through simple dialogue 
and offers of neighborly assistance is a manage-
able task that can lead to better overall com-
munity awareness of these issues. Every animal 
assisted is a success story in its own right. Don’t 
we owe that to Ashley and her puppies?

Jess Williams works for Doña Ana County. He 
serves on the boards of directors of both the 
Doña Ana County Humane Society and the 
Animal Services Center of the Mesilla Valley. 

cruel summer

They found three 
puppies dead and 

four more 
entangled in 

insulation hanging 
from the bottom 

of the mobile home.
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LAS CRUCES
VETERINARY ASSOCIATION

PARK-N-SELL
EXPRESS

READY TO SELL 
YOUR RIDE?

You Park It,
We Sell It!

• A Safe And Efficient Way To Sell Your Privately
 Owned Car, Truck, RV, Or Motorcycle
• High Traffic, Visible Location
• Experienced Sales Staff To Showcase Your Vehicle
• We Can Arrange Financing

FOR SALE BY OWNER CAR LOT

724 E. Lohman • Las Cruces
575.523.1300

Saving Lives Is A

SNAP
Thousands of animals are put to 
death or suffer unnecessarily in Doña 
Ana County each year! You can help 
us solve this community problem by:

Spay/Neuter your pets! If you need financial help 
call SNAP! SNAP helped with over 1,418 spays/
neuters in Doña Ana County in 2010.

Volunteer with SNAP! Help with special events, in 
our office or even from your home!

Join the 5-5-5 Club! If 500 people donate $50 a 
month in the next 5 years we can substantially  
reduce the numbers of dogs and cats that are  
needlessly put to death in Doña Ana County each 
month.

To learn more call:

575-524-9265
or check us out online at:

wwww.snapnewmexico.org
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DASO Deputies and 
their K-9 partners 

train for hours 
above and beyond

their regular 
patrols.

The LCPD K-9 Unit is focused,  
highly professional and 

ready for anything.

NMSU K-9 Teams ensure safety at public events 

by sweeping the premises for explosives beforehand.
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As you leave your bedroom and step into the 
hallway, he’s there.  A few short feet away from 
you, in your home, covered in blood, stands the 
very man you saw come through the neighbor’s 
window.  You scream and scream louder, but it has 
no immediate effect. Your heart is pounding out of 
your chest, you’re paralyzed, and time is standing 
still. Suddenly, the man turns and heads back out 
the door. You run terrified back to your bedroom 
to redial 911.  

In the meantime, the city has already dispatched 
police to your home. One of the officers in route 
is Officer Josh Savage, who happens to be nearby 
with his K-9 partner Back. Officer Savage knows 
that other officers are responding to the call, but 
he knows also that he’s close enough to provide 
back-up if necessary.  As Officer Savage acceler-
ates to get to the scene, Back’s energy begins to 
surge. Back is no newbie to this; it’s not his first ro-
deo. He’s a veteran police K-9, on patrol for over 
four years. As a matter of fact, he is a New Mexico 
State champion K-9. What is new, is that Back is 
breaking in a new partner, Officer Savage. 

When an officer is promoted, he or she often must 
leave the K-9 unit, as was the case for Back’s 
previous partner, so Back and Officer Savage have 
only been together for about three months. Since 
it can take two or three years for a K-9 team to 
“click,” this is a real initiation.  As they approach 
the house, Officer Savage realizes he and Back are 
the first on the scene, and they see the blood-
soaked intruder in front of your home. As they pull 
up to a stop and Officer Savage releases his seat 
belt, Back knows this is go-time. He’s vibrating 
with anticipation. 

Officer Savage repeatedly asks the suspect to get 
on the ground, repeatedly warning that he will 
release the K-9 if the suspect refuses to cooperate.  
Instead of complying, the blood-soaked bad guy 

suddenly charges at Officer Savage.  When Back 
hears the command, he goes into action.

Back has performed numerous felony drug detec-
tions and helped with felony apprehensions, but 
this is his first bite apprehension. It’s a very big 
deal:  all the training, all the hard work, all the 
long nights come down to this one moment when 
Back goes to the aid of his partner.   

During those intense 
first few moments, 
Officer Jeremy Story 
and his K-9 partner 
Dave arrive on the 
scene.  The suspect, 
possibly revved up 
by alcohol and/or 
drugs, fights so hard 
that even after Back 
brings him down, it 
still takes both Officer Story and Officer Savage to 
wrestle him into custody.  You wouldn’t have had 
a chance back there in your hallway.  It was Back’s 
quick action that facilitated the arrest, that saved 
his new partner from attack, and that saved the 
suspect himself from further harm.   

This terrifying sequence of events actually befell a 
friend of Dog’Cruces, sparking our interest in K-9 
cops and their training.  We spent seven shifts with 
the three K-9 teams in our region, met amazing 
K-9 and human officers and observed for our-
selves their extraordinary role in law enforcement.

The Las Cruces Police Department (LCPD) cur-
rently runs six K-9 teams in the field. The Doña 
Ana Sherriff’s Department (DASO) relies on four, 
and NMSU has two.  Most of the dogs are Ger-
man or Dutch Shepherds or Belgian Malamois. 
They’re bred in Europe as working dogs, often 
for Schutzhund, a challenging three part sport 

involving obedience, tracking and protection. The 
breeder will have trained the dog for 18 months to 
two years, and the LCPD and DASO K-9 trainers 
refine those skills even further. Officers may work 
with their K-9 partners for another year and a 
half before they take the field together, and then 
they spend up to 20 hours each week in training 
and care for the career of the dog. It pays off for 
everyone—big time.

The cost of a single 
dog can fall between 
$5,000 and $7,000, 
a bargain in terms 
of the man-hours 
the dog will save his 
department.  For 
instance, as LCPD 
Sergeant Andy De 
La O pointed out, 

if, hypothetically, LCPD searches a building the 
size of Target, it takes five or six officers an hour 
to complete a thorough search, netting a total of 
six man-hours.  A police K-9 will wrap it up with 
equal thoroughness in half an hour.  That’s a sav-
ings of 5.5 man-hours on one assignment alone.  
Both DASO and LCPD keep careful statistics on 
the number of hours saved and the nature of the 
assignments in which their K-9s participate.  In an 
average month, LCPD Officer Mike Motto’s dog, 
Yoshi, is likely to perform 5 building searches, 7 
narcotics deployments, 1 area search, 2 criminal 
apprehensions, and 2 public demonstrations.  
He’ll also make 200 citizen contacts, respond to 1 
SWAT call, and save the department 30-40 man-
hours.  LCPD K-9s save the Department 60 to 
100 hours a month, every month, freeing human 
officers for other law enforcement duties.  

And they save more than time.  They save lives.  
This past June, for instance, an intoxicated woman 
advanced on LCPD officers with a large hunting 

and you’re awakened from a deep sleep by the sound of breaking glass.  You peer cautiously out 
your bedroom window and see a man coming out of the vacant house across the street through a 
jagged, broken picture window. You reach fearfully for your phone only to remember with a chill 
that you left it in the living room, off the charger, when you went to bed last night. When you find it, 
it has only enough battery for one short call to 911.  Scary.
You let the dispatcher know what you’ve seen and heard, hang up, and get the phone in its charger.  
You can’t help but peek out the window again to see if the “bad guy “ is still outside.  HE’S NOT.

Before a K-9 officer sends his dog into a room, 
he warns the suspect three times in both 
English & Spanish that he is releasing a dog, 
and “HE WILL BITE YOU.” These  alerts  allow 
the perpetrator an opportunity to surrender.
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knife despite their repeated orders for her to drop 
the weapon.  As she closed the distance between 
them, potentially forcing a show-down, Officer Jer-
emy Story released his K-9 partner, Dave, a Dutch 
Shepherd, whose bite caused the woman to drop 
her knife, and thereby, saved her life.  It’s another 
good example of “dogging people rather than 
shooting them,” providing, according to Sergeant 
De La O, “another level of protection.”

When we asked Sergeant De La O what charac-
teristics are critical in a police dog, he responded 
with a single word:  courage.  He added other 
characteristics, including physical agility, but cour-
age stood alone.  “Their courage never wanes,” 
he told us, and one of his own dogs is an excellent 
example. Falko, an International Champion in K-9 
Police Competition, was forced to retire after falling 
through a false ceiling in the line of duty.  He went 
home with Sergeant De La O and recovered from 

the spinal injury he sustained in the fall.  Some 
years later, as the brave K-9 wrestled with a second 
bout of cancer, on the very last day of his heroic 
life, he was “laying almost comatose in the kennel” 
when Sergeant De La O “went to the police car, 
started it up, looked down, and he was standing 
right next to the car.  He had heard the car start 
and thought ‘I gotta go to work.’”   

These dogs love to work.  Law enforcement tends 
to prefer European dogs because, as Sergeant De 

La O told us, they’re bred for working ability as 
opposed to beauty.  They’re tested in Europe for 
characteristics that will make them effective work-
ing dogs, and they come with a working guarantee.  
So, for instance, if even the heat in Las Cruces is 
too intense for a new dog, the department may 
have to invoke the guarantee and choose another.  
LCPD chooses dogs specifically to complement 
their handler’s personality, and everybody is type 
A+.  Sergeant Madden, with DASO, says his dogs 
must “have awesome nerves and temperament.”  

We watched the Sheriff’s Department dogs train 
with tennis balls, some of which had had contact 
with narcotic or explosive substances.  While the 
dogs pointed, motionless, at the correct tennis ball, 
officers bounced similar balls off the walls, bal-
anced them on the riveted dog’s forehead, created 
noise distractions and then waited.  And waited.  
Until they’re given the command, K-9 officers 
maintain their concentration.  They’re rewarded 
with lots of praise and a little play time, even 
though the training has been like a game all along.  
They’re equally focused in the squad car, always 
looking, always working, always ready.

The physical training procedures are equally 
intense for both the K-9 and the human partner.  

An officer, for instance, must be able to carry 80 
pounds, the potential weight of his dog, up and 
down a staircase, and Sergeant De La O says 
frankly, “the day I can’t follow my dog over 6 foot 
walls is the day I turn my dog in.”  

Training for the K-9s, DASO Sergeant Gerard 
Madden says, includes teaching dogs “that people 
are going to fight them.” We watched K-9s Agbar 
and Rex train with an agitator, an officer other 
than the dog’s partner, acting as an uncooperative 
suspect. The agitator, protected by a thick bite-
sleeve and/or leg padding, behaved aggressively, 
shouted, ran, and snapped a riding-crop-like stick. 
On command, the dogs ran their agitator down, 
bit him, and held on ferociously. Sergeant Madden 
explained “that’s the last thing [a suspect] wants, a 
dog picking up speed and hitting...like that.”   

Human deputies take turns as the subject for other 
deputies’ dogs, and even though they’re protected 
with padding, it’s brutal for the humans.  Sergeant 
Madden jokes that if the deputies “don’t bleed 
on [training day], we’re not doing our job.”  Yet, 
they’re obviously having a great time, and so are 
their K-9 partners.  When each exercise is over, the 
dog is rewarded with lots of praise and is happy to 
be congratulated by the same deputy he just ran 

European breeders name their dogs at birth.  
They often give each puppy in a litter a name 
that begins with the same letter—or the name 
of a Greek god or rock star.  K-9 officers may 
continue to use commands in the dog’s first 
language, rather than English.

Bite training is intense, but very disciplined. 
Here, Deputy Scott Bayles (left) and his partner 

Rex practice on Deputy Jacob Guera.  Afterward, 
Rex will be praised for his efforts by Deputy 

Guera,  so he knows there are no hard feelings.

K-9 Officers Mike Motto 
and Yoshi (left) are alert 

and ready in case 
Officer Jeremy Story (right) 

needs them to engage 
the suspect 

during this LCPD K-9 
training excerise.
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down 
as the agitator.  They know that this 

isn’t personal—it’s just work, and work is fun!

K-9 teams are prepared for anything, from traffic 
stops to SWAT calls, but DASO Sergeant Madden 
maintains that “the number one use for police 
dogs is to find people and things; the use of force 
is secondary.”  DASO deputies cover 3,200 square 
miles of territory, and their dogs get lots of tracking 
and search practice.  The Sergeant says, “We 
find lots of people” from lost kids to Alzheimer’s 
patients.  Not long ago, Deputy Scott Bayles’s K-9 
partner, Rex, tracked a subject for five miles, in 
extremely cold weather, for almost three hours—
and found him.  Rex has also recently earned 
well-deserved accolades for locating a loaded rifle 
in a six square mile area—in 13 minutes, and for 
the nine pounds of explosives he found searching 
five acres of ground.  

So how much explosive or narcotic material can 
a dog detect?  A single, half-smoked joint inside 
a car at a traffic stop?  A joint? A dog’s sense of 
smell is 1,000 to 10,000 times more sensitive than 
a human’s.  Add training to that. At the Sherriff’s 
Department, we watched Agbar, Rex, and Brutus 
work through the whole west parking lot, car 
by car, sniffing every car—and finding 
q-tips that had been in contact with mari-
juana.  Wedged in front grills and other 
tiny crevices, the clean-looking 
q-tips were no problem for these 
K-9 officers.  Sergeant Madden 
says, “the dog will hit a q-tip 
like it’s 100 pounds of marijuana.”  
They can even locate paper clips 
that have come in contact with 
explosive or narcotic material.  

Sergeant Madden explains “their 
drive is fabulous.  They can’t help 
but do it because it’s not work.”  
They can’t wait to practice their 
skills—to check out all the cars in 
the lot, to find the explosives, to 
clear a space for the public.  The 
NMSU dogs work the Pan Am 
Center and other public venues prior 

to any event.  Next time you’re 
at a game or a concert or a 
graduation, you might want to 
say a mental thank-you to the 
NMSU K-9s and their human 
partners who spent hours 
clearing that space for your 
safety.

What about the old myth 
that these dogs are bred to 
be vicious and are ran-
domly dangerous?  Forget 
it!  These dogs are bred to 

be smart and are judiciously trained.  They act 
in accordance with their training and in response 
to commands and body language.  Sergeant De 
La O smiles remembering the days when people 
thought a police dog was an “alligator on a leash.”  
These dogs are family and friends when they’re 
not on duty.  Sergeant Madden says he’s “spent 
more time with my dog than I have with my wife,” 
and Deputy Ed Madson takes his K-9 partner, 
Agbar, home to “four other dogs, two cats and two 
horses.”  They visit with kids in the public schools.  
They perform in competitions.  They’re the stars 
at National Night Out events.  Back rides with his 
head on Officer Savage’s shoulder, and he gave 
me a hug during a break.    

We at Dog’Cruces want to thank the Las Cruces 
Police Department, the Doña Ana Sherriff’s 
Department, and the NMSU Police Department 
for sharing their K-9 trainings and goals with us.  
We’re in awe of these K-9 heroes for the time, 
money and lives they save, and we salute their 
human partners and our law enforcement com-
munities for their extraordinary commitment, their 
expertise, and their dedication to protecting an 

environment where we 
can live and play 

in safety.

Deputy Agbar enjoys his reward 
after a narcotics find.

Sgt. Andy De La O
and Aerek

Mike Motto and Yoshi
Anthony Lucero and Zicko*

Josh Savage and Back
Jeremy Story and Dave
Juan Gomez and Cricket

Sgt. Gerard Madden
and Snitch

Ed Madson and Agbar
Scott Bayles and Rex

Jacob Guera and Brutus

Capt. Andy Bowen
and Rio

plus Puppy-in-Training, 
Raven

Mike Richards and Miki

These dedicated deputies and officers 
are ineligible for promotion for as long 

as they’re with K-9 units because each of 
their units has a single sergeant. 

Sergeant Madden says “they don’t last 
if they do it for the money.”  

Their commitment is to their community, 
to their departments, and to their dogs.  

*Zicko’s former partner, Todd Froats, 
was recently promoted to a different department

Article by Phyllis Wright and Vic Villalobos.

Phyllis teaches English at Las Cruces High School 
and consults for the College Board.  She is also 
Training Director for Mesilla Valley Search & Rescue 
and a Contributing Editor for Dog’Cruces.

Vic is Managing Editor of of Dog’Cruces.

Photographs by 
John Connell Organic Photography 

and Vic Villalobos.

down as the agitator.  They know that this isn’t 
personal—it’s just work, and work is fun!

K-9 Officer Back rides patrol 
with his head on partner 
Josh Savage’s shoulder.
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10%
OFF

Mini-Details or 
Complete Details * Small 4 door vehicle.  

Some restrictions may apply.

AUTO BODY & PAINT SHOP • DETAILING • HAND WAX • WINDOW TINTING
SPRAY-IN BEDLINERS • OIL CHANGE • BRAKES • TUNE-UPS & MORE...

1401 W. Picacho
Corner of Valley & Picacho575-527-2277

University Ave.

Bell St.

S
. M

ai
n 

S
t.

Union Ave.
N

• ON-SITE GUNSMITH

• SPECIAL ORDERS
 & TRANSFERS WELCOME

• RELOADING SUPPLIES

ALL STANDARD
MODEL GLOCKS

$499

3225 S. MAIN
LAS CRUCES, NM 88005 575-523-7900

SURFIRE
STOCKING
DEALER

ASK ABOUT OUR
LAW ENFORCEMENT
& ACTIVE MILITARY

DISCOUNTS
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F rom over 450 dogs across the nation, Las 
Cruces Military Working Dog Bino C152 
(USA, Ret.) has been selected as a national 

Top 8 finalist representing the Military Dog Cate-
gory in the American Humane Association’s 2011 
Hero Dog Awards.(www.herodogawards.org).

MWD Bino was adopted in March 2010 from Ft. 
Gordon, Georgia, by Las Crucen Debbie Kandoll 
who is the founder of Military Working Dog Adop-
tions.  As part of the prize for winning the Military 
Dog category, Bino and Kandoll will receive an 
all-expense paid trip to Los 
Angeles to participate in 
the finals of the 2011 Hero 
Dog Awards on October 
1, 2011. There, a panel of 
celebrity judges including 
Whoopi Goldberg, Betty 
White, Victoria Stilwell (It’s 
Me or the Dog!) and others 
will select the 2011 America’s 
Hero Dog. All eight of the 
Hero Dog Awards finalists will appear in their own 
segments to be nationally broadcast in a Hallmark 
Channel special which airs on Veterans’ Day, 
November 11, 2011.

Kandoll is thrilled with Bino’s victory, but quickly 
points out that “Bino is only one representative of 
the many heroic MWDs which daily serve our na-
tion. He will proudly accept this honor on behalf 
of all MWDs    —past, present and future.” She 
hopes to use Bino’s victory to create a national 
awareness that these military working dogs are 
classified as “equipment” instead of four-footed 
soldiers. 

“While they are on active duty, everyone realizes 
they are irreplaceable life-saving assets. Experts 
estimate each MWD saves an average of 150 sol-
dier lives during its life of service. However, when 
MWDs are retired, these pieces of ‘equipment’ 
don’t even merit a ride home if they are stationed 

at permanent bases located out of the continental 
United States.”

MWD Adoptions (www.MilitaryWorkingDogAdop-
tions.com) has underwritten six domestic MWD 
transports and three overseas transports from 
Italy, Korea and Hawaii over the last three years. 
Transport costs have ranged from $400 to $2,000 
per dog. Since the retiring MWD’s adoptive 
family bears the brunt of the transport cost, the 
organization stepped up when potential adopters 
began asking for assistance. Adopters could afford 

to give their retiring MWD a 
wonderful home, but the cost 
of transport to that Forever 
Home was prohibitive for 
some. 

Such oversight has led 
Kandoll to co-author, together 
with US War Dogs (www.
uswardogs.org), a proposed 
MWD TRANSPORT, RE-
CLASSIFICATION and COM-

MENDATION Amendment to the Military Working 
Dog Adoption Bill (HR 5314) which was signed 
into law on Nov. 6, 2000 by Pres. Bill Clinton. 
Prior to the signing of the passage of HR 5314, 
a military dog was mandatorily euthanized at the 
end of its life of useful service. Though there is no 
legislative sponsor for the proposed amendment 
as yet, Kandoll has placed a copy directly into the 
hands of New Mexico’s Senator Tom Udall during 
one of his recent visits to Las Cruces.  

“We want Senator Udall to 
be the sponsor of this amend-
ment…to be the hero our 
voiceless MWDs need. I hope 
the Senator views this amend-
ment as politically expedient 
in light of the heroic exploits of 
MWD Cairo who participated in 
the Osama Bin Ladin raid and 

Workin,’ 
Like a Dog

Local military Dog Finalist in 2011 Hero Dog Awards

Many Soldiers have their 
TODAYS and TOMORROWS 
because of what a Military 
Working Dog did for them 
YESTERDAY !! 

the sacrifice of SEAL MWD Bart who perished 
alongside his two-footed soldiers.”

Kandoll insists that the proposed amendment is 
neither a Democratic thing nor a Republican thing 
but merely the RIGHT thing to do for these life-
saving hero dogs! She feels this bipartisan issue 
should be received well by all members of Con-
gress…especially when there will be NO COST 
to the US Budget’s bottom line. 

MWD Bino C152 (USA Ret.) retired on March 2, 2010 from the 35th 
MP Detachment at Ft. Gordon, GA. 12 year old Bino served 10 years 
as a Narcotics Detection/Patrol K-9 and is enjoying his new mission 
at “Fort Couch”, NM, where he now serves as a cherished member of 
the Kandoll family and as MWD Adoptions Official Goodwill Ambas-
sador. Among Bino’s past deployments in his service of our Nation 
are Tikrit and Mosul, Iraq; El Paso, TX and Tucson, AZ.  HOOAH!!

MWD Bino 
C152 (USA Ret.) 

Debbie Kandoll’s proposed amendment is 
summarized below. 

View the complete text at DogCruces.com or 
MilitaryWorkingDogAdoptions.com

MWD Transport, Reclassification and 
Recognition Amendment to HR 5314:

1. Provide transport of adoption-suitable 
retiring MWDs stationed overseas back 
to the Continental US on a military 
cargo plane already headed here.

2.  Officially reclassify active duty MWDs 
from “Equipment” to “MWD Troop/
Soldier.”

3. Create an officially-recognized Com-
mendation and Medal for Meritorious 
MWD Service for active duty MWDs.
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Don’t get caught napping – zero your electric bill 
with Sunspot Solar! Instead of paying high electric bills, 

you’ll get checks from the electric company! 
Plus, 40% tax credits! 

SEE  SPOT.
SEE  SPOT  SUN.

 SUNSPOT... SUN!

SEE  SUNSPOT  SOLAR !

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 7:00am-7:00pm, Sat. 7:00am-6:00pm, Sun. 9:00am-5:00pm

Now Selling                           Pet Food

IAMS Proactive Health
Smart Puppy • Mini Chunks • Large Breed

Weight Control • Lamb Meal and Rice

Visit us online at www.sutherlands.com
•Excludes prior purchases, Gift Cards, Special Orders Quatities Limited

Las Cruces: 845 El Paseo
575-527-1055 • Toll-Free 1-800-518-1055

17.5lb BAG
$17.99

40lb BAG
$34.99

1. No Chocolate for your pooch-especially dark or baking chocolate can be very 
dangerous for dogs and cats. Candies containing the artificial sweetener xylitol can 
also cause problems.

2. Popular Halloween plants such as pumpkins and decorative corn are nontoxic, 
but may cause tummies to be upset if digested, and the smell will be toxic.

3. Wires and cords from electric lights and other decorations should be kept out 
of reach of your pets.

4. Keep Jack-O-Lanterns lit with candles out of reach of your pet.  They can 
easily knock a lit pumpkin over and cause a fire.

5. Dress-up can be a big mess-up for some pets. Please don’t put your dog 
or cat in a costume UNLESS you know he or she loves it; however, wearing a 
costume may cause stress.

6. If you do dress up your pet, make sure the costume isn’t annoying or unsafe. 
It should not constrict the animal’s movement or hearing, or impede his ability to 

breathe, bark or meow. If your pet seems distressed, allergic or shows abnormal 
behavior, let him go “neckid” or with a festive bandana.

7. Take a closer look at your pet’s costume and make sure it does not have small, 
dangling or easily chewed-off pieces that he could choke on. Also, ill-fitting outfits can 
get twisted on external objects or your pet, leading to injury.

8. All but the most social dogs and cats should be kept in a separate room away from 
the front door during peak trick-or-treating hours. Too many strangers can be scary and 
stressful for pets.

9. When opening the door for trick-or-treaters, take care that your cat or dog doesn’t 
dart outside.

10. IDs, please! Always make sure your dog or cat has proper identification. If for 
any reason your pet escapes and becomes lost, a collar and tags and/or a microchip 
can be a lifesaver, increasing the chances that he or she will be returned to you.

The Spookiest Night Of The Year!
Halloween is just around the corner! Here are some
common sense precautions (this Halloween) to keep

you and your four-legged friend safe.

Top 10 Safety Tips
For Pet Parents

During Halloween
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APA

low-cost spay/neuter program at the animal shelter 
is often booked months in advance.

We help the public directly via our pet food bank 
program and low-cost vaccination clinics. We also 
provide online resources and outreach; we set 
up information tables and booths at community 
events, and we printed our Doña Ana County 
Animal Resources Guide, which is available at our 
pet food bank bin at PETCO.

Built into APA’s programs and services is an agree-
ment that anyone who uses our services long-term 
must already be–or be willing to become–humane 
and responsible guardians of their animals and to 
“pay it forward.”  We educate each family about 
the current situation for homeless animals in our 

community and ask them 
to do their part to reduce 
the killing of innocent ani-
mals.  Many of our clients 
have become volunteers 
for our organization.

This year, APA’s pet food 
bank program has an 
exciting opportunity to 
expand its operations by 
joining a national alliance 
of pet food banks. The 
alliance collects and dis-
tributes surplus pet food 
to its members (much like 
Feeding America does for 
people food banks). APA 
is looking for donated 
warehouse space or a 
reduced rent in order 
to accept these larger 
loads of food.  With this 

expansion, APA can distribute food to more groups 
who serve needy populations (such as Meals on 
Wheels and other senior programs) and to smaller 
rescues and sanctuaries in our area.  It will also 

help reduce the necessity of purchasing pet food at 
retail, which we often do to meet current demands.

APA is a small 501(c)3 animal-welfare nonprofit, 
and everyone who works for us volunteers their 
time.  We operate using local donations, raising 
funds via various fundraising events held through-
out the year, and with grants we receive from the 
PETCO Foundation and other national sources.  

Some of our fun events include our quarterly Ca-
nines & Cocktails doggy happy hours at the Hotel 
Encanto’s Azul Bar Patio, our Clean Your Paws 
for a Good Cause dog washes at The Country 
Dog, and our pet altar and booth at the Dia de 
los Muertos festival in Mesilla.  Coming next is our 
final Canines & Cocktails event of the year on Sep-
tember 24th from 5 to 7 p.m. at the Azul Bar Patio. 
Our guest speaker will be Kevin Armstrong, the 
President of the Las Cruces Dog Park Coalition. 
Join us there!

ACTion Programs for Animals (APA)
P.O. Box 125, Las Cruces, NM 88007
575-644-0505 
www.actionprogramsforanimals.org
Find us on FACEBOOK, too!

Article by Michel Meunier, APA President/Director

ACT
ion Programs for 
Animals (APA) is 
the youngest of the 
local animal-wel-
fare groups; it was 
formed in 2009 

to fill a gap in Doña Ana County. We are a group 
whose philosophy and efforts are based on the 
national No Kill approach of addressing age-old 
animal-welfare issues with modern, positive and 
progressive efforts and programs.  The philosophy 
is about meeting challenges with a positive attitude 
and focusing on what can be done to address 
problem areas and save lives vs. alienating and 
blaming the public and doing the same things over 
and over again expecting different results.

APA’s mission is to help 
people and their pets 
live better lives together.  
Our vision is that our 
programs and services 
will help transform our 
community, improve the 
quality of life for compan-
ion animals, and greatly 
reduce the number of 
abandoned and homeless 
animals impounded and 
killed at our municipal 
shelter. 

We believe the majority 
in our community who 
provide good care for 
their animals and love 
their pet companions 
can help turn the tide for 
our homeless animals 
by finding ways to get 
involved and being rewarded for their lifesaving ef-
forts.  We also believe that when people learn and 
know better, most will do better by their animals.

Though we are young and our impact has not yet 
reached grand proportions, we do see that our 
work and that of other local groups has helped 
significantly reduce shelter intakes the past few 
years. We also see more utilization of the low-cost 
services available for vaccinations and spaying/
neutering—so much so, in fact, that this year the 
Spay/Neuter Action Program (SNAP) ran out of 
funds and has struggled to meet the low-income 
community’s demands for their services, and the 

Helping People 
& Their Pets Live 

Better Lives Together!

APA’s pet food bank 
serves about 35 
families each week 
and is poised to expand.

APA Volunteer 
Vanessa VanDorne 
lathers up a sweet 

pit bull at the 
Clean Your Paws for a 

Good Cause fundraiser.

ACTion Programs for Animals

Over the past couple of years, Action program for Animals has...

Distributed more than 160,000 pounds of pet food and supplies to qualified pet food bank clients (more than 660 families 
to date) and to small rescues in Chaparral and the emergency food bank program at Casa de Peregrinos.
Assisted at-risk pet food bank clients with their SNAP co-pays for more than 75 animals to help mitigate unwanted, 
unplanned litters in low-income homes with multiple pets.
Helped with hundreds of dollars toward vet care costs for pet food bank clients and other needy people in our community.
Provided hundreds of rabies shots and low-cost access to other vaccinations for our clients; we also started to provide 
low-cost clinics in the underserved north part of the county.

APA President Michel 
Meunier has decorated 
her personal van as 
a rolling reminder of 
APA’s mission.
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2nd Annual Charity Run
Sunday, October 16, 2011

Benefitting Six Organizations With One Mission: Improving The Lives of Pets In Doña Ana County!

Sign-In 10am - 12noon at Barnett’s Harley Davidson • 2600 Lakeside Dr.
$10 Per Rider • Call 527-4544 For More Information

Riders make a minimum of 5 stops
After Party At The Blue Moon Bar From 3-7pm, Meal Service Begins at 4pm

821 E. Amador• Las Cruces • 575-527-5596

We Are The
TOP DAWG
In Audio Electronics

$89 EACH*

starting at

Amps
  Lifetime Warranty   Computerized Cutting

$89starting
at CD Players

Window Tinting

Speakers

RESIDENTIAL & 
COMMERCIAL TINTING

FREEEstimates

Finish LineFinish Line
Sprayed On
Truck
Bedliner

STARTING AT$299CALL FOR DETAILS

Bringing the Community
Together for the Animals

Support HSSNM by becoming a MEMBER

575-523-8020
P.O. Box 13826, Las Cruces, NM 880013 • www.hssnm.org

• Pet Help Line / Caller Assistance
• Lost / Found Animals &
 Re-Home Website Posting
• Website Posting for Animals in Need
• Adoption & Fostering Program

• Spay Assistance
• Volunteer Program
• Critter Clubs / Humane Education
• Volunteer Program
• And MORE!
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Traveling With Your 
   Best Friends

by Vic Villalobos

I n our last Three-Dog Travelog (Summer 
2011), we discussed the detailed planning 
that has to preceed your canine vacation 

adventure. It’s now time to load up and hit the 
open road with our four-legged friends.

Or is it? (record screech). First things first: 
everyone must go Potty before we embark on 
a trip—and I mean everybody! Nothing like 
getting 27 miles out of town and hearing the 
words “umm, when’s the next stop? I need to 
find a restroom.” We all know what that means: 
to quote one of my favorite movies, Backdraft, 
“If you go, we all go!” 

According to our dogs, stopping the vehicle for 
anything more than a traffic light means we all 
get out and get to do a little sniffing of our sur-
roundings. What would have been a short hu-
man stop can suddenly turn into an adventure 
in itself as everyone searches for the best grassy 
spot. Someone needs to add a button to my 
GPS that estimates travel time by asking, “Are 
You Traveling with Dogs? Number of Dogs?” 
Then it recalculates using some fancy algorithm 
that adds 2.5 hours to our travel time.

Once we’ve loaded up, hit the open road and 
left our familiar surroundings, the fun really 
begins. The pit stops! Every time we stop we 
become a side show circus act; people want to 
greet our three Golden Retrievers, give them 
treats, and spoil them with affection. I often 
thought that if I set up one of those treat dis-
pensing machines (like you see at petting zoos) 
on the side of our car, I could pay for half my 
trip. Truth be told, though, we love sharing our 
girls with the world and they love the attention. 
As far as the girls are concerned, the more stops 
the better.

Eventually, we found ourselves on the coast 
of Oregon. Now you may recall from our last 
article that I made a reservation at a quaint little 
house “right on the beach.” What they failed to 
mention was that the house was 500 long steps 
above the beach. For dogs, this just adds to the 
fun; they go down a few hundred steps, swim, 
play, trek up a few hundred steps. Woo-hoo!  
For us humans...well, let’s just say it doesn’t 
mean quite the same thing. 

We continued (exhausted) down the coast 
through California without much drama, stay-
ing in various pet-friendly hotels along the way.

At one point, we stopped to restock supplies, 
leaving the girls on their best behavior (right!)
in an air-conditioned car. When we returned, 
just fifteen minutes later, we were shocked by 
the scene! At first glance, we thought there 
had been a massacre in our vehicle and that 
our dogs had been injured. The entire front 
seat was blood red, and the dogs were blood 
red, too. Imagine a horror movie with blood 
everywhere! After a few deep breaths allowed 
us to relax—and smell the truth behind the 
“blood”—we begin the cleanup. To explain, let 
me backup a few hours: we were driving along 
and saw road signs inviting us to Pick Your 
Own Strawberries. Yes, we stopped. And yes, 
we learned a lot about dog-proofing the interior 
of our vehicle that day.

Most average human packaging, including 
“child-proof” items, will not hold up to a clever 
pooch.  Proper storage inside your vehicle, 
especially for food items, is of the utmost 
importance. Storage containers like the Rub-
bermaid Lock-it line work great and come in 
a variety of shapes and sizes. If items are not 
properly stored, you may come back to a ve-
hicle soaked in blood red strawberry juice and 
an hour of cleaning!

One thing special about this trip I didn’t men-
tion earlier was that one of our dogs, Coda, was 
handicapped. She had an inoperable tumor 
on her spine that impaired her walking. This 
presented a challenge, but with a little ingenuity 
and engineering, we were able to make this a 
wonderful trip for Coda as well. She had lost 
the use of her legs, but that didn’t slow her 
down one bit!  To make the adventure easier on 
her we purchased one 
one of the trailers 
you tow behind 
your bicycle and 
modified it so we 
could push her 
around. Coda was 
able to enjoy all 
the sites, includ-
ing a dip in the 
ocean along with 
the rest of us.

It would be 
Coda’s last 
trip before she 
passed away. 

The accommodations we made for Coda were 
worth the extra effort. It enabled us to have 
everlasting cherished memories. Remember 
no matter what the obstacle might be, you can 
usually find a solution to make your pet travels 
fun and enjoyable.

It’s becoming more popular and easier to travel 
with your pets. As this trend grows, we are 
seeing more pet-friendly locations and places 
that will accommodate your travels with your 
four-legged companions. 

I’m turning my column over to Guest Writers 
for the next issue: friends of ours who travel 
with 12 dogs, 3 cats, a giraffe and 2 monkeys in 
an RV…. Ok maybe I’m exaggerating a bit; it’s 
not quite the zoo, but it is an RV adventure you 
will love to read about!

the Journey continues...

   4. Boulder, CO

   5. Santa Cruz, CA

   6. Eugene, OR

   7. Ashville, NC

   8. Albuquerque, NM

    9. Nashville, TN

10. Louisville, KY

10 Pet-Friendliest Cities
A recent survey by Livability.com showed 
which American cities are best for pets. Their 
list-worthy qualities?  They boast pet-friendly 
parks and trails, quality veterinary care, 
active animal-welfare groups, as well as an 
abundance of pet boutiques and retail shops.  
You may want to consider these cities for a 
future trip with your pets:

Source: Healthy Pet U Magazine, Spring 2011

1. Portland, OR
2. Colorado Springs, CO
3. Rocky Mount, NC
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1201 W. Picacho Ave
Las Cruces, NM 88005

575.523.4455

Studio & Production
Quality Costumes

Come in early for 
best selection

In Historic Old Mesilla
1983 Calle del Norte
575-526-1271

www.andelerestaurante.com

In Historic Old Mesilla

OPeN DaiLY!

www.andelerestaurante.com

AN
DEL

E’S DOG

HOUSE

Doña Ana County Humane Society and 
SNAP (Spay/Neuter Action Program) joined 
Best Friends Animal Society to help the animals of 
Doña Ana County. Get your friends together and form a team, strut
for your cat, favorite breed-rescue or animal org. in town!

• Food • Fun • Poochie Cones from Caliches 
• Info. Booths • Face Painting • Jumping Balloon 
• Dog Adoptions • Rent-A-Dog

Pre-register at 
SNAP/DACHS office 
2405 W. Picacho Ave., Ste. 103 
(across from Peddler’s Pavilion)
Mon.-Fri. 11 a.m. – 2 p.m., 
by phone, (575) 647-4808 
or (575) 524-9265

Get creative, form a team and decorate your dogs!
$15: Adults • $5: 12 & under • $50: Team of 5 people
Walk around lake starts at 9:00 Proceeds benefit 

low-cost spay/neuters and 
animal emergency 

relief fund!

Saturday,
Sept. 17

8:30 a.m.
to 12:30 p.m. 

Young Park 
Las Cruces

Thank You Sponsors: 

Las Cruces,  walk your dog for charity!  

from the ASCMV

Tired of Hearing

“No Pets Allowed”
Stop Paying Rent and 

Own Your Own Home!

DL#01101

575-527-0031
375 N. Valley Dr • Las Cruces

www.oakwoodlc.com
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by Llyra Sarai

Llyra’s Pack
a kid’s perspective on 
care & training

R osy was a good dog. Her family had owned 
her for almost ten years. She was well-
behaved and well-trained; she loved people; 

she never nipped or jumped. She was almost per-
fect. She was the dog everyone wished they had.

Jimmy was about five. He was typical of boys his 
age—always too rough with animals. His parents 
weren’t watching him when he went to play with 
Rosy. Jimmy was treating Rosy the way he usually 
did, testing the limits of her doggie patience. Even-
tually, he hurt her. She snapped. She didn’t bite 
him, didn’t even touch him. Jimmy was scared, but 
all he really suffered was a bruised ego. It was the 
first time Rosy had ever snapped at anyone.
Her owners put her down the next day. 

Miss Marie owned a female 
dog that she never spayed. 
Of course, she tended to get 
out of the yard to go visit-
ing the neighbors. Every 
now and then she’d come 
back, sadly, just the littlest 
bit pregnant. Miss Marie 
thought that, since they were puppies, they would 
always get adopted. So at 8 weeks old, she would 
leave them at the pound. A couple weeks later, 
her friend showed her a video from the Humane 
Society documenting the day’s euthanizations.
The puppies she had last taken to the pound were 
among them.

I was in the back seat of the car listening when a 
group of adults talked about these stories. I found 
myself burning inside. More than that, merely 
listening to how nonchalantly they discussed these 
events in front of the children in the car made me 
aware of how little value people at times place on 
these small lives. The sad truth came to me: things 
like this aren’t all that uncommon.

Many people tend to be too lenient with their 
dogs. They let their dogs do whatever they want, 
whenever they want, and don’t exercise leader-
ship in the dog/human relationship unless the pet 
inconveniences their lifestyle. The opposite can be 
true too; people can be overcritical of their pet and 
expect them to speak, and act, human. No matter 
how well-behaved a dog is, it is not perfect. Every 
dog can act up now and then. The key is to correct 
it properly so that it doesn’t become a habit.

In Rosy’s case, it was her humans who created the 
situation. Among dogs, it is natural for one dog to 
correct the other if it gets out of hand. This usually 
comes across as a warning growl, then a snap or a 

bite. Rosy was only doing what came naturally to 
her; she was teaching a young member of the pack 
its limits. If her owners had properly trained their 
child, and not allowed him free rein with the dog, 
the incident wouldn’t have happened, and Rosy 
would still be alive today. 

Individuals mistakenly believe that taking puppies 
to the Humane Society is a harmless way to deal 
with their unwanted litters. Even if that might have 
been true at some point in the past, it is not now. 
Dogs, puppies, cats, and kittens alike are being 
euthanized because the shelters simply do not 
have the room, or money, to care for them until 
they find their forever homes.  

Spaying and neutering pets helps prevent these di-
sasters. Many of the animals 
that end up at the pound 
were given “free” to owners 
who had unrealistic expecta-
tions; maybe they just had 
no clue how to adjust to the 
pet’s needs, or realized too 
late the large investment 

required. It is a shame on our society that so many 
companion animals die because pets are seen as 
possessions rather than living beings.

I am saddened by the message some adults are 
conveying to us, the younger generation. Is this 
the responsible attitude they want their children 
to learn? That our pets are merely material pos-
sessions, to be rid of and destroyed at our whim? 
When we got my first puppy, my mom was very 
clear on the terms of ownership:  I was mak-
ing a committment for the life of that dog—up 
to 20 years. Each time we adopted a new pack 
member, we would question whether or not I 
was responsible enough to take on that new dog, 
whether I had time in my schedule for training, 
feeding, tending to their messes, and for exercise.  
As I grow up, these animals will go with me, and 
I am already taking steps to assume financial and 
emotional responsibility for their lives.

I would ask others my age, and even adults, to 
understand the repercussions of taking on another 
life; you cannot pretend that there is a “trial” basis 
with a return policy. That furry being you take in is 
completely dependent on you. This means all of its 
needs, including spaying or neutering. Train your-
self and your children in the proper respect neces-
sary to deal with a member of the canine species. 
Be the example by showing your children how 
important such life decisions are. If we don’t, more 
and more animals will die for our convenience.

too easy to Kill

It is a shame on our society that so 
many companion animals die be-
cause pets are seen as possessions 
rather than living beings.

( 5 7 5 )  5 2 1 - 2 1 0 8
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harley-davidson 
car harness 

BullDog
collars

grip trex dog boots

water bottle crunchers

Aluminum side release buckle.
All collar patterns are available 
with all widths. Available at 
www.bisondesigns.com

Grip Trex dog boots set the standard in paw 
wear for dogs who hike, bike, run, or explore 
the great outdoors with their humans. Avail-
able at Better Life Pet Foods, 365 Avenida de 
Mesilla, Las Cruces, NM 88005, 575-527-9265 
www.betterlifenaturalpetfoods.com

Dogs love the sound of the “crunching & crackling” 
empty bottle. Velcro enclosure keeps bottle in & makes 
it easy to replace. Made of non-toxic materials and 
colors. Available at Mesilla Valley Pet Resort, 2500 W 
Amador, www.mvpetresort.com

Make sure your dog rides safely and 
in style with this “complete seat belt 
restraint system” Emblazoned with the 
iconic bar & shield. Available at Bar-
nett’s Las Cruces Harley-Davidson, I-10 
@ Avenida de Mesilla, 575-541-1440.  
www.barnettharleylascruces.com

Fresh Breathe made easy! Clean your pooch’s teeth and fight 
periodontal disease without brushing! Available at The Feed Store 
5165 Doña Ana Rd., Las Cruces, NM 88007. 575-526-1463 
www.thefeedstorenm.com

Dusty trail dogs rejoice!  This sleek, low-profile hydration 
pack is ideal for adventures where water is all you need. 
Available at www.ruffwear.com

Tropiclean 
Fresh BreathSingletrak Pack™

mobile hydration
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Dona Ana County Humane Society • P.O. Box 1176 • Las Cruces, NM 88004

admin@donaanacountyhumanesocietyinc.org

2012 Pet Calendar & Planner2012 Pet Calendar & Planner2012 Pet Calendar & Planner
The Doña Ana County Humane Society’s mission is to serve as an 
advocate for animals and their people in Doña Ana County, New 
Mexico, and  to maintain an environment of respect, responsibility 
and compassion through education, legislation and leadership. The 
organization is committed to reducing animal overpopulation and 
defending the abused.

575-647-4808

SOME SERVICES PROVIDED:
Animal Relief Fund (ARF) • Pets for Seniors Program

Alicia Melgarrd Memorial Pet Cemetary
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Media Picks

for Dog Lovers
Dean Spanley

This delightful, unusual little film begins slowly but unfolds into a beauti-
ful, funny, touching story of devotion and redemption.  It’s set in England 
at the start of the 20th Century and focuses on a complex, strained rela-
tionship between a domineering old gentleman and his obedient son.  

Their lives follow a strict routine, until one day Young Fisk convinces his 
father to attend a lecture on reincarnation given by an Indian Swami.  
Also in attendance is local clergyman (Dean) Spanley, whose willingness 
to think outside his own theological teachings intrigues the son.  Young 
Fisk engages the Dean in a series of dinners and, with the help of a rare 
wine, sets Spanley’s tongue wagging about his former life as a dog!

There’s an abundance of dry British humor (they are subtly merciless to cats), but this is 
overwhelmingly a sweet, surprising, uplifting movie that will sneak up and make you think.  
Make time to watch it twice.

Starring Jeremy Northam, Peter O’Toole, Sam Neill, Bryan Brown 
Unrated (not released in US theaters), but appropriate for all family members.

My Dog Tulip

A “joyous,” “extraordinary,” “dryly funny,” animated movie about a lonely man’s 
love for his adopted Shepherd...what’s not to like?  Well, almost everything.

The movie is based on J.R. Ackerley’s memoir, and it is beautifully animated.  
While it certainly has some charming and amusing moments, about half 
of the film is—quite literally—a scatological mess.  The other half details 
Ackerley’s efforts to locate a suitable suitor for Tulip so she may experience 
the joys of canine motherhood.  The humor is supposed to lie in the stark 
contrast between this very literate, oh-so-proper Englishman’s language and 
that which he is describing.  The humanity is supposed to lie in the fact that 
Tulip turns out to be the love of Ackerley’s life.

The real problem with Tulip is that the humor and humanity the movie attempts to convey are 
destroyed by the shockingly-outdated view of responsible pet ownership in the not-too-distant past 
(post-WWII Britain).  I understand this was probably the norm at the time, so it is an honest portrayal;  
but my 21st Century sensibilities (about cleaning up after your dog, spaying/neutering, beating your 
pet, AnD DRowning PuPPieS!) would not allow me to enjoy—or recommend—this movie.

Starring the voices of Christopher Plummer, Lynn Redgrave, Isabella Rosellini
Unrated, but probably not appropriate (or interesting) for younger children

Training People: How to Bring Out the Best in Your Human

A light, fast and funny read, Training People will have you questioning 
(between chuckles) the motives behind your dog’s actions.  It all makes 
sense now...they are training us to do their bidding!  Luckily, it’s not an evil 
conspiracy for world domination—simply a means to get more play time 
and better table scraps.

Tess describes techniques for using reverse psychology and subtle body lan-
guage to achieve remarkable results.  She even dishes the truth about Pavlov, 
and tackles the age-old philosophical question, “Do humans have souls?”  

This is a must-read for dog-lovers—but keep it out of the cat’s hands!

by Tess of Helena

This Ain’t No Ordianry POPCORN!

Most ‘POP’ular Occasions:
Snack Attacks • Parties • Mixers • Birthdays • Gift Giving

200 S. Solano Dr.
575-524-7677
Wed.-Fri. 11a.m. to 6p.m.

Sat. 10a.m. to 3p.m.

Buy A Sampler, Get A FREE Sample
Flavor Of The Month Each And Every Month!

MOST POPULAR FLAVORS
Sher-Berry

(Strawberry, Raspberry & Blueberry)

Buffalo Bachleor
(Savory Hot Buffalo Wing)

K8 KaBOOM
(Our 8-Flavor Blend)

All American ‘POP’ular Vote
(Strawberry, Raspberry & Blueberry)

Rowdy Red Hot
(Cinnamon)

Sher-berry
(Strawberry, Raspberry & Blueberry)

Cowboy Caviar
(Savory Jalapeno)

Sher-berry
(Strawberry, Raspberry & Blueberry)

Feature Flavor:
Aggie Attitude!

(Black Cherry & Vanilla)
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Kat’s
   Korner

by Kat Lacy

M ost cat owners ignore their cat’s dental 
health until it’s too late. Dental-related 
visits to the veterinarian are particular-

ly expensive, and often result in removal of 
decaying teeth. This is extremely painful and 
can lead to serious illnesses, possible heart 
conditions, and kidney disease.  

Eighty percent of all indoor cats suffer from 
some type of dental affliction by their third 
birthday. By five years old, 50% have devel-
oped a very serious condition called feline 
oral absorptive lesions or odontoclastic tooth 
re-absorption. This is when the Odontoclast, 
a type of tooth cell, causes the tooth struc-
ture to disintegrate.  Breeds like Abyssinians, 
Asian Shorthairs, Siamese, and Persians are 
especially prone to this 
condition.  

Contrary to popular be-
lief, dental problems can-
not be simply avoided 
by feeding a dry food 
exclusively. Low-quality 
commercial dry or wet 
foods may increase tooth decay because of 
all the extra sugar. Even without eating sug-
ary foods, most cats will eventually experi-
ence a build-up of plaque and all the related 
health problems. 
 Your feline companions don’t need to go 
through all this trouble and pain. With the 
many new products on the market today, you 
can prevent tooth decay and the subsequent 
organ damage. There are special oral hygiene 
gels (like Petzlife Oral Gel) that use herbs 
and bacteria-inhibiting enzymes to prevent 
and soften the plaque on the teeth, facilitat-
ing removal when the teeth are brushed or 
when your cat is eating certain foods. Water 
additives such as EZ Dog PlaqueOff by 
Triple Pet also prevent plaque build-up and 
improve breath. Powdered pro-biotics like 
EvoraPet use good bacteria to gradually eat 
away plaque buildup over a ninety-day pe-
riod; just sprinkle it on your pet’s food. These 
products are affordable and easy to use.

Diet changes can also help your cat have 
cleaner, whiter teeth. Spirulina is an antioxi-
dant and immune supporting supplement that 
cleanses the blood, enhances coat quality, 
and improves circulation to the gums. Feed-
ing your pet Spirulina keeps bad bacteria 
from growing in and on the gums when com-
bined with other preventative measures. 

A strong immune system improves overall 
health and makes it easy to combat dental 

issues. Good quality, grain-free foods such 
as Pinnacle Peak, Blue Buffalo Wilderness, 
or PureVita are easy to digest and will help 
keep your cat’s immune system healthy.

Don’t be afraid of raw meat: whole raw foods 
are an important part of dental hygiene. Raw 
turkey and chicken necks are primarily made 
up of cartilage, which is something cats have 
been chewing on for thousands of years. The 
act of chewing a piece of meat or gnawing on 
a chicken neck reduces plaque much better 
than dry kibble can, and because cats are 
designed to eat raw meat, it is extremely 
unlikely your cat will ever choke. I have been 
feeding raw bones and foods to my cats for 
twenty years and none has ever choked. The 

natural enzymes in your 
cat’s saliva kill harmful 
bacteria like salmonella, 
but when choosing a 
raw food, make sure it is 
fresh and from a quality 
manufacturer.  

Don’t forget the impor-
tance of proper veterinary check-ups. If your 
cat is drooling or has blood in its mouth, has 
sudden mood changes, difficulty eating or 
showing any other signs of pain, take your 
cat to your veterinarian immediately. This 
could signify a serious problem and may need 
professional attention. If your cat has severe 
dental issues and is healthy enough for a 
dental cleaning by your veterinarian, have 
this procedure done and then start preventa-
tive maintenance. Bacteria released into the 
blood stream during a dental cleaning may 
cause permanent heart damage or worse, so 
be sure to ask your veterinarian if your cat 
will need antibiotics and follow the instruc-
tions carefully. You can reduce the number 
of times your cat’s teeth are professionally 
cleaned and even stop going altogether by 
taking preventative steps at an early age.

It’s important to get your cat used to getting 
his/her teeth brushed. Brush and rub their 
gums with your fingers when they are still 
kittens; this will make them easier to handle 
as they get older. Although many cats do not 
tolerate being handled around the mouth, if 
you are patient and use positive treat train-
ing, your cats may come to love having their 
teeth brushed. With proper dental care (and 
a healthy diet) your cat has a good chance of 
living a longer, healthier, Better Life.  

Written by Kat Lacy, Owner Better Life Natural 
Pet Foods. Edited by Shannon Ellison

Look ma...No cavities!

Don’t be afraid of raw meat...the act 
of chewing a piece of meat or gnaw-
ing on a chicken neck reduces plaque 
much better than dry kibble can.

Pecans...
The Purrrrfect
Ingredient For

Pecans...
The Purrrrfect
Ingredient For

& Much,
Much More!

1655 W. Amador
Las Cruces, NM

575-526-5745

• Pies
• Salads
• Snacks

• Pies
• Salads
• Snacks
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  Volunteer
Opportunities

Get Involved and Help!!
V olunteering is good for the soul, and the 

Las Cruces Animal Community includes 
many fine organizations that always need 

good people to join their ranks.  Check out the 
groups below and see which one(s) would be 
the best fit for you!

ACTion Programs for Animals 
PO Box 125 
Las Cruces, NM 88004 
575-644-0505 
www.actionprogramsforanimals.org

Animal Service Center of the Mesilla 
Valley (ASCMV) 
3551 Bataan Memorial West 
Las Cruces, NM 88012 
575-382-0018 
email: pdeal@las-cruces.org 
or visit www.ascmv.org

Doña Ana County Humane Society 
(DACHS)
PO Box 1176 
Las Cruces, NM 88004
575-647-4808
www.donaanacountyhumanesocietyinc.org

Feral Cat Management Program (fCaMP)
P.O. Box 3912, 
Las Cruces, NM  88003
575-639-3036
email:  fcamp@nmsu.edu
www.nmsu.edu/~fcamp

Humane Society of Southern NM 
(HSSNM)
PO Box 13826 
Las Cruces, NM 88013
575-523-8020
www.hssnm.org

Las Cruces Dog Park Coaltion
PO  Box 11345
Las Cruces, NM 88013
575-312-1741
www.lcdogpark.com

PetSmart/HSSNM Cat Adoption Center 
Contact Evelyn at 575-650-6746 
EvelynRanma52@aol.com

Safe Haven Animal Sanctuary (SHAS)
If you would like to donate your time to 
SHAS, you may call 575-527- 4544, email 
preciouspaws6@yahoo.com or visit SHAS 
website at www.safehavenanimalsanctuary.net

Spay/Neuter Action Program 
of Southern NM (SNAP)
2405 W. Picacho 
Las Cruces, NM 88005 
575-524-9265
www.snapnewmexico.org

Therapaws
575-524-2026
therapaws@gmail.com
www.therapydogs.com (parent organization)

If your organization has volunteer opportunities available and would like to be included in our 
next issue, please email us at info@dogcruces.com

Fall Pet Cemetery Cleanup, Oct. 29: 8 a.m. until 
late afternoon; volunteers can choose how 
long they wish to work. Bring hand tools to 
Alicia Melgaard Memorial Pet Cemetery. Take 
Weisner Road exit off Highway 70 East; turn 
right at bottom of exit. The cemetery is a short 
distance on the left. Call (575) 640-0634 for 
more information or DACHS (575) 647-4808.

Featured Group

DACHS
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support the 
Sanctuary’s 

work by
donating to 

and shopping 
at the SHAS 

Thrift Store at:
840 El Paseo

(across from Sutherlands)

575.541.4942
Call for an appointment 

& directions to
Safe Haven

Animal Sanctuary

575.805.5338
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Offering Full Pet Care and Kindness Services

FULL RETAIL AND GIFT SHOP
Quality Food and Treats • Toys and Chews • Pet Supplies and Necessities

We are very meticulous about our kennel and grooming facilities and welcome your
inspection at any time. Call (575) 526-2213 to arrange a tour or with any questions

Old Mesilla Kennel

BOARDING AND DAY CARE
• Climate-Controlled Indoor / Outdoor Runs
 For Your Dog’s Comfort and Exercise
• Nutritional High-Quality IAMS and
 PURINA Pet Food
• Attention to Detail and Kindness Always
 Toward Your Pet

• Health Monitoring Attention, Including
 Prescriptions
• Supervised Playtime Upon Request
• Conditioning and Training Special
 Services Upon Request

FULL SERVICE PRECISION GROOMING
• Bath, Brush and Blow Dry
• Hand Brushing / Combing / De-Shedding
• Haircuts  - Scissors, Clippers and Trimming

• Nail Trims and Ear / Eye Cleaning
• Flea and Tick Shampoos and Dips
• Other Services as Agreed Upon

3036 Avenida de Mesilla
(Hwy 28 North • 200 Yards South Of Stoplight At University Ave)

WE ARE FULL SERVICE!!
We Look Forward To Serving Your Pet

575-526-2213

Member of National
Dog Groomers

Association Of America



32 Dog ‘,Cruces        Fall 2011         

$15 OFF
Per 30lb Bag With This Ad

Try it Today!
1 Coupon Per Household, Per Person

Expires November 30, 2011


